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two Gallagher . Ia 1938, Gallagher vat a candidate for the office 
- of Secretary of State In California on the Communist Party ticket. Re It an 
" attorney associated with the law firm of Kati, Gallagher, and Ukrcolla, which 
K lav flra handle t the legal business of the Communist Party In Lot Angelee. 

Sanford Goldney . Gpldner hat ooen Identified by 
a T>ald gojaf-lde. nt.lal Informa nt of the Lo« An^elee Off ice ^^^^^^^^^^^ 

- -- — JiT~PaTty^^l^^W?9lntiy 

Research director nTOiarae of the Lot Angela Office - CTO and alto teaching 
a courte at the tchool known at "Ourrent Prohlemt of Jewish Life." 

Sondra Gorncy . Scndre Gomey write* movie reviews for the "Dally 
People's World" t a west coast Concunlst newspaper and 1* the wife of novle 
script writer. Jay Gomey. The Comrainlst affiliations of both Sondra and 
Jay Gorney are set out In Section I of this memoranda*. 

Willis J. Hlll f Hill le the president and general representative 
of the Carpenters Union, Local 6M. He has not been identified as a comber 
of the Communist Party. 

Robert Lees. Lefts hat hern actively writing In the motion r.icture 
industry for the uast 13 years, Iiavln* been identified with the Paramount 
Studios. On Janury IS , 1945, a very reliable but iro?t delicate source 
identified Lees as a Communist. 

frances Mllllngton. Mllllngton has not been identified as a 
member of the Communist Party. 

Carle ton Mo»t P Carleton Moss Is a negro screen writer wfco has not 
been Identified as a Communist Party member. Moss is teaching a course at 
the school known as "The Negro in World affairs." 

Herbert Sorrel^, - Srnall'a Communist Party membership Is set out 
In Section I of thlc flemorandum. There la no Inforeatlon Indicating that 
he it currently a member of €ne Ceramist Party. 

* 

Frank Tut* la. TuVle, a motion picture director and writer, it 
at present teaching a course known as "Motion Picture Direction." His 
Comsnnlst Party affiliations are set out in Section 1 of this remorandua. 

I. Cella Wlllby . Willby In 1945 was an organiser for the United 

■A Office and Pr o££afli2naJ^ Workers of America. CIO. Local 9 and local 173 la 

LOS ^BBBBSBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB 

identified WlllbyonSeptembe^ 
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Lillian RIpm . Secretary. Ripna was Identified threat a very relia- 
ble but most delicate source ai a Comrunist on January 1G, 1945* Sh- was also 
Identified by thin source a* a current member of the Conronist Party In the 
Cosmunlty Su bsection In Hollywood, California, "Ills Information was verified 
by Informant MHHf who la a merger of the Coaacnist Party In ton Angeles. 
He stated thl^mirTnJc 1546, Rlppt was a meabar of the chairman's council 
Community Subsection, Follyvood Section, Coamnlet Party. 

Tvonne Shepherd . Registrar. On February 11, 1947, a very reliable 
but most delicate source produced information indicating that Sfcenherd . anegresr 
had bee n recruited Into the Communist Party by Pettis Perry, Informal 
•lso identified Shepherd as a member of the Comrnuhlst Party. 

Teaching Staff 

Other members of the faculty Included the following: 

Mim» tflna Is the Coordinator for th*» course, "Cur-ent Problems of 
Jewish Life." She has be<-n identified as a current member of the Communist Party 
ir. Hollywood by a most reliable end delicate source on May ?5, 194 7. 

alvah Bessie teaches a course on, "Kov to read a Book.* She Is a 
novelist, screen writer and critic. Her Comminle* affiliations are set out 
In Sect ion J of. this memorandum. 



Herbert Blberman teaches a course at the school In "Motion Picture Di- 
recting.* He Is employed In the motion picture Industry as a director, writer 
and associate producer. His Communist Party affiliations are cet out in Section 
I of this mecoranduB. 

William Blowlts teaches a course in the school on "Publicity and Pub- 
lic Relations." Blovltz who is a Communist has been referred to In Section X 
where his Cosuainlst af 'illations are set out. y 

Morris Browda teaches a course on "How to Listen to Hvaic." Browda who 
is a Communist, Is described In Section I where his Comnml-t Party affiliations 
are set nut. 

Bonr.le Claire teaches a course on "Political Organisation, its Principl 
and Practices." Claire has be*n identified by a most reliable but very delicate 
source on January 16, 1945, as a Communist. .» 

Bdward I. Dmytrvfc teaches a course In school on "Production Preparation 
He Is a director and oroducer in the motion picture Industry; currently working 
for WCO Studios. Srytrk who has been identified as a Communist, 1* discussed 



In Section I where hit Communist Party affiliations are set out, 



Our ftidore Is an author and acreen writer. He teaches a course in the 
school on "The Modern Xorel.* Xndore's Communist affiliations are set out In Sec- 
tion I of this memorandua. 

Leonard Tele who has been identified through a highly reliable hut 
very delicate source as a current member of the Communist Party, teaches a course 
on "Political Economy II. ■ He has been identified as a former member of the execu- 
tive board, Local 6, International Longshoremen's ami Warehousemen's Union from 
1942 to 1945. He was also a member of Local 302. International Brotherhood of , 
Electrical Yorkers. 

• 

Carl Foreman on August 1, 1944, was identified through a reliable but 
most delicate source as a member of the Communist Party in Hollywood* Foreman 
at present teaches a course on "Screen Writing II. 

George Glass was identified as a Communist on January 16, 1945 and 
February 36, 1945 by a most reliable but very delicate source of information* 
He at present teaches "Publicity and Public Relations." 

Gordon Kahn has been employed in the motion picture industry as a 
screen writer and also as a feature writer for the "Atlantic Monthly.* He is at 
present teaching a course in "Screen Writing III.* On January 16, 1945 and on Febru- 
ary 26 r 1945, Kahn was identified as a Communist by a Tory reliable but most 
delicate source of information. 

Hurray Korngold teaches a course in the school on "The Science of Society." 
He is a labor journalist who has been act ire in the Liberal Theater Kovement. 
He formerly wrote articles for "Stars and Stripes.* He hae been identified through 
a most reliable but very delicate source as a current member of the Communist 
Party in Los Angeles. 

Katharin e, MfiTftrnftt teaches a course in "Three Iconomic Doctrines — 
Kalthust Karx and Hanson.* She formerly was a teaching assistant in the Depart* 
ment of Economics at the University of Southern California and also taught 
economics at the California Labor School in San Francisco. She has been identi- 
fied through a most reliable but very delicate source as a current member of 
the Communist Party in Los Angeles. 

I Arnold Keschee is a free lance advertising artist and studio sketch 

artist. He teaches a course in "^rawing and Fainting X.* His Communist affiliations 
are set out in Section I of this me no random. 

Allan Met calf teaches a course in "Political Organisation, Its Principles 
and Practices." He is a former director of the Southern California Committee 
to Win the. Peace, a Communist Influenced group. Met calf was identified by Infor- 
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_ m&nt^^^^P>f the Lot Angelee Office, a* * Communist functionary In Los Angela » 
t at the present time and at a, current member of the Communist JVrty. 

f Ahrfthaa 01k»n teaches a course on "Current Problems of Jew! eh Life.* 

" He le manager of the Los Angeles "Horalns yrelholf Aesoclatlon^_Ha has ~b»an 
Identified through Confidential Informants H^H^^HB *ad ■HHsBBBBBst' 

who are active members of the Hollywood Sec^^^^^^n^^Rmminis^rarfy^^^ 

oember of the Communist Party. In addition he was also identified as a Communist * 
and a current member of the Communist Party In Los Angeles through a most relia- 
ble but delicate source of information. 

Sylvan F&st^rTiav teaches a course in "Public Speaking and Parliamentary 
law." He was formerly the business agent of Local 1421, United Electrical, Badio 
and Machine Workers of America, CIO. Although he has not been identified as a 
member of the Communist Party, his wife Eleanor Pasternak has been identified 
as a current member of the Communist Party through a most reliable but very deli- 
cate source of information. 

Pnou^retta Patha teaches a course in "Ceramics, Beginning and In te medi- 
ate." She is a dancing teacher and dancer who established her own ceramics studio 
in Hollywood, about two years a-o. Her Communist Party affiliations are set out 
in Section I of this neaomndun which identify her as a current member of the 
Communist Party in Los Angeles. 

Kargarat Rowi who Is runnlnc her own Theater Workshop In Hollywood, 
teache* a,course- in "The Theatre and Its History." She has been identified as a 
member of the Communist Party and her Communist connections are eet out In Sec- 
t4°n I of this .memorandum. 

John Sanf^rd who Is the author of several novels, teaches a course on 
"The Modern ^ovel." Sanford who Is a Coam-nist has been referred to In Section I 
of this memorandum, where his Communist connections are eet out. ' 

Ruth Harm* Slari* is a former editor of the Southern California labor 
Herald. She w?a formerly publicity director for the Huesiaa for Belief and most 
recently has held the poeition of executive secretary of the Civil Rights Con- 
gress^Slade has been identified as a Communist by Confidential Informant fl^^^^ 

■^Bfl||^M>f the Loe Angelee Office who was a former executive in the Partj^B^^^ 
T^Je^oeTigeles are*, but was told not to register for a membership in 1947 t 

£ but to devote his t^me to the affairs of the unions. 

* 

* Hftl ?BUh w as formerly a director of the federal Theater Project in 

*ffew fork and worked for the San Francisco Union* as well as the) Workers labora- 
tory Theaters. Smith who Is a screen writer teaches a course in "Screen Writing I. 
Smith who has been identified as a Communist is referred to In. Section I of this 
memorandum where hie Communist ftirty affiliations are set oat. 
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Lory Tltelman is a forner director of the Child Cars Surgery School 
at Santa Monica, who teaches the Pre- School Age Child. She has been identified 
„ through a highly confidential hut very delicate source, as a Communist. 

" 1*1 ovd Tan Pvke is a past president of Local 1421, United Electrical, 

Hadio and Machine Workers of America, CIO. He teaches a coarse at the school 
entitled "Trade Union Principles and Practices." In iSay of 1946, Tan Dy ke was 

_identlf led as a numbe r of the JSonaonist P arty by Confidential Informant sfl^flHfe 1 

^HjB^HBspslV^ VmH^m^l^ who are functionaries of the Communist 

^Wx^ln the Los Angeles area. 

During the summer term of 1947 between 65 and 75 instructors and guest 
speakers participated in the suaner session of the People's Educational Center. 
Of these, the above described individuates noted hare been identified as 
Communists* According to Informant fl^HH^ the People's Educational Center is 
regarded by the Communist Party and thefioTlyvood Section thereof as a Communist 
School and at each torn the Comrmnist Party members in the Hollywood Section are 
urged to attend this school to aid in the development in their particular field, 
as well as political development. There are Winter, Spring, Summer and Pall 
terms at the School. The faculty of these schools vary each term, according to 
available personnel. 

Lincoln Connunity Book Center, also known as Lincoln Boole Slio-n 

The records of the Los Angeles County Clerk's Office in Los Angles, 
California, reflect that on July 16, 1943, Su^ene Beed, Hollywood, California, 
had the naaV'of The Lincoln Book Shop filed as a fictitious business name. Heed 
indicated that he intended to operate the business alone. The August 7, 1943 
is*sue of the "Ifeily People's World," west coast Communist newspaper contained 
a feature article reve?.lin^ that the Lincoln Book Shop would open at 1721 Worth 
Highland Avenue, on August 6, 1943. The shop was to be operated by Jack and 
Jessie Heed. Through a most reliable and very delicate source on Au/?ist 31, 
1944, it was ascertained that Eugene Reed was a Communist and a member of the 
Communist Political Association in Los Angeles. 

Information was obtained through this sane source on January 15, 1945, 
that Eugene John Heed and Jessica Reed vere members of the tionmunist Political 
Association in the 1-orthvest Section thereof. The report of the Joint Fact Find- 
ing Committee of the California Legislature on Un-American Activities for 1947 
reflects that in September 1943, the Lincoln Book Shop had been designated by 
■ the Los Angeles County Communist Party for the sale of Connunist literature to 
the clubs of the Communist area located in the Hollywood area. 

S> ... .J; 

The records of the County Clerk's Office in Los Angeles reflect that on 
March 5, 1945 the Articles of Incorporation of a group known at the Lincoln Com- 
munity Book Center, a non-profit, non-stock membership group were filed with the 



Secretary of State in California. The purpose and object of the group was to 
educate the people, of Hollywood. The persons executing the Articles of Incorporation 
included: 



Samuel Freeman of 1962 Glencoe ,'iay, Hollywood, California. Freeman 
was identified as * Cotw iunist on February 7, 1944 through infor mation obtained 

^ msBB BLsssMeV * no furnish* 1 information obtained 
Jommunist Party in Hollywood. 



Elizabeth Glenn of 1604£ Korth H arvjjj 
has been res orted by Confi d entia l Inform 
present the 
Communist Party, aT 
munist Party. 




Elizabeth Glenn 
s at 

_ _ of the 

os Armeies County Coa- 



3raily Gordon who resides at 1056J North Oxford, Los Angeles, California. 
Gordon was identified as the County literature director of the Communist P^rty 
and the finmm ^n1iifa Pf^ Hcal Assoc iation in 19 AA and part of 1QAS. by Conf idential 

Inforas^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

^^^^^ ^^^^^ ^^^^^^^^^™~^^^^^^^~^^^^^^^^^^^^ ^Tnis 

same Informant revealed that in August o^T94 5, Goroonw^^noSnaTeciTrorthe it^te 
Caamittee of the Communist Party but vias not elected inasmuch ~s other leading 
comr adejLcriticized her fo r being bureaucratic. Through the information obtained 
. frorJ^B^^^^B^^^^^^ a paid reliable informant of the Los Angeles Office 
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^■^^^^■■HHBBommunist Party in Los Angeles, was 
a^ffrTSfflec^n^^^n^^^^^^T^^W^^^raon had been dropoed from the membership 
because of a ll right opportunist disagreement". 

During Jure 1946, Confidential Informant Lhe Los 

Angeles Office advised that the officers now serving onuenl^^^^We Lincoln 
Community Book Center were John Howard Lawson, President; ./aldo Silt, Vice Presi- 
dent and Lariam logan, secretary. The Ccsmunist background of both Lawson and 
Salt, who are screen writers in Hollywood has been set out in Section I of this 
memorandum. iiiriam Logan, the secretary, was identified as a member of the Com- 
munist Party at Sin Pedro, California from June 1944 until December of 19^6 by 
Bessie je Ford, a member of the Cartmunist Prty who is an informant of the Los 
Angeles Office. 

Confidential lnf onaont^^^^^B of the Los Angeles Office, who is a 
functionary of the Communist Purt^^^^fflaT area, advised that frou 1945 through 
April 1947, the Lincoln Book Shop was the cutlet of Marxist and .Communist liter- 
ature in Hollywood, California and that all clubs of the Hollywood Section Counu- 
nist .Party purchased literature at th; t store. 

This same informant advised on iiay 1, 1945* that this book center was 
closed because of its poor financial condition. He stated that as cf July 1947, 
the Coamunlst Party does not maintain a book shop in the Hollywood area indicating 
that the Communist subsections In the Hollywood area presently obtain their lit- 
erature from the home of Clarence L-. Ricklefa, 984 Palm Avenue, Los Angeles. . 



J Ricfclefs is literature director for the Community Subsection, Hollywood Section 
of the Canaunist Party. 

The Lotion Picture Democratic Committee 



The "Studio Call" official organ of the Conference of Motion Picture 
Arts and Crafts, for June 30, 1938, stated that th- Democratic Committee was a 
progressive political organization which should have the support of every employee 
of the motion picture industry* A full pa^e advertisement appearing in this paper 
gave the aims of the Motion Picture Democratic Committee as follows: 

1. To support ^nd extend the Ne;*: Deal nationally; to 
bring a new deal to California* 

2. To remove from office all those officials who have 
made the government of California a government by 
the corporations* 

3. To effect and maintain complete political freedom 
v-ithin the motion picture industry. 

U. To aid in uniting all progressive forces vithin the 
Democratic Party, convinced that a liberal victory 
can be acheived at this time only by working within 
**" ~ ' the Democratic Party. 

* 5* " To coonerate with all groups and persons who are 

;vorking to re-establish democracy in the State, and 
oppose all movements which lend to split the 
progressive forces in California. 

6. To support those candidates who on the basis of their 
records are best qualified to forward these aims. 

Eugene Lyons on page 239 of his book, "The Red Decade" stated: "The 
! lotion Picture Democratic Committee, a front for Stalinist fund raising, had no 
trouble rounding up seventeen hundred members." Kena u. Vale, an admitted Commu- 
nist, in 1940 made a sworn statement in rJiich she stated that perhaps the most 

4 bazaar flourish given to the Olsen for Governor campaign was provided by the fresh 
ideas and naive politics of the Motion Picture Jeiaocratic Committee, called by 
£ those who still ventured to express their dislike of "Hollyriopd-itis." The motion 
"* Picture Democratic Committee was conceived and delivered by #)e Los Angeles County 
Political Commission of the Communist Party in the spring of 1938, in the home of 
Al Lane, 3939 Denker, Avenue. i 

Confidential Informant VIHiflflHUR ^ the Los Angeles Office, 
referred to the August 1935 speech !o^JeorgeiJEutrov, head of the Couaiunist Inter- 
national, as the famous "Trojan Horse" speech* Announcing the united front 
program of the Communist Party, he stated that as a- part of this program the period 



i; known as the "popular front" was brought about with the August «i3, 1939 signing 
f of the Hitler-Stalin Pact, He related that many of these fronts which were 
* formed during this period were established to influence and support the foreign 
policy of the Soviet Union. He referred to the "collective security 1 proposal 
and that the Communists everywhere were instructed to drop all revolutionary 
ideas and pose as liberals taking part in all established government affairs. 
He stated that in the United States they were instructed for voting purposes, to 
support the candidates of the Democratic Party, He related that they were to 
assume a "liberal" position and vcork to get themselves into any oositions in poli- 
tical circles where they could use their positionsar.d influence to create and gain 
support for the policies of the Soviet Union. ^^^R*el?ted th.\t in followinr this , 
line and this oolicy, the Ca.imunists in the Hoff^vocd .aotiou picture industry 
met up the Motion Picture Democratic Coanittee. He related thct during the .year 
1938 i this organization was goin£ full force iiid was a very influential group in 
California and particularly in the Hollywood area. However with the si^nini. of 
the Hitler-Stalin Pact, he stated thv.t th? Hollywood ;~otion Picture Democratic 
Committee changed its line shortly thereafter, at which time it began c-.-lling 
the President a 'war monger" and that he was dragging the United otites into the 
"imperialistic" war. 



Karlv in 1940, according to Im'orrasnt^^H^Bthe motion Picture Je.T.corutic 
Committee was v/orfcing in cooperation with the ^Jerican peace crusades ; nd sponsored 
peace meetings throughout Southern California. He stateu th t the organization 
issued a "newsletter 11 dvited torch <l6 9 1940, calling attention to a -'.ci^ck-out 
■script" written by- Uichael Slankfort, Jerome Chodorov, Joseph fields, Paul Irivers, 
Carl Jreher, Cyril Krsioer and okayed by the Hollywood Peace Council. This was 
to be oresented at a rally at the Olympic Stadium on April 6, 1940, under the banner, 
"America Declares Peace.' 1 

According tc^^HKthi3 yjgs the lest meeting «-.t vihich the -otion Pic- 
ture Deiuocrstic Commit te^^ctively participated. In the publication "*.ed A.scisia" 
compiled by J^-ci; Tenney, California State Senator and Ohairaun of the California 
Joint /act Finding Committee of the 5oth California Legislature, information is 
set out th t the following persons were officers of the motion rlcturt Jenocratic 
Ccmitteo in 19?>- and 1940. The official stationery of th.^s org«ni^ition also 
reflects the s.:.3e data. 



i 



Philip Dunne 
^elvyn Jouglas 
.Miriam Hoo' ins 
John Ford 
l.taurice I-'urphy 
Gordon Higby 
Herbert K. Sorrell 
Harold Buchman 
Al Caya 
John Crcuiv«ell 



Chairman 

First Vice-Chai^ian 
Ceconi ,r ?.*f -Chair»*m 
Third Vice-Chairman 
Secret: ry 
Treasurer 

Executive Board ^lextfKr 
Zx^cutive Board llember 
Executive Board uemNr 
Executive Boird Zleiaber 



Screen r.riter 

Screen actor 

Screen actress 

Motion picture director 

•rriter 

-riter 

Labor .official 
Screen writer 
Teamster Union 
Actor a--d director 



f'orval Crutcher 

John tiree 
Sdward Mussa 

Irving L Ichel 
Gloria otuort 
Fr^ihi Puttie 



Zxecutiv* Beard Member 



Executive 
Executive 

Executive 
Executive 
Executive 



lioard Member 
Board Member 

Beard member 
Board -iembcr 
3oard ueoibcr 



Secretary of Technicians 
Guild Ko. 6^;- 
Labor leader 
Labor leader, *»et Direc- 
tors Guild 
Lcreen director 
ocreen actress 
wcreen t.ritcr and direc- 
tor 



ilaurice .'iirphy, Harold 3uchman, Herbet K. oorrell, torval Crutcher, 
and FrarJ: Tuttle have been identified as being affiliated with the C&iiraunist 
i ^rty either o-st or present and their Communis t connections are set out in 
Section 1 of this ..K.iior' nivjn. 

Phil ip Junne 

rhilip iJunne, as reported in an affidavit given by iiei.a V.-ile, a former 
member oC the Cortuur.ist rarty before the Assembly Fact Finding' Co imittee on '^n- 
American Activities in California, on November 9, 1942, was a screen writer and 
reort'sentative of the Motion Picture democratic Committee, as nell as a .ne.aber 
of the Los Angeles County Political Cojoission of the Communist Farty. 

t ^nrico j Thorrias .Junhy 

.".urphy, according to the records of his lociil draft board, r.hich is 
,3oard lumber 247 , Beverly Hills, California, was an actor for 19 years. He has 
been treated for epilepsy since 1935. Through a most reliable but very delicate 
source, uurphy was identified on Uay 19, 1947, as a member of the Korttoiest sec- 
tion of the Hollywood Section of the Los Angeles County Communist Party. 

Cordon lll.uby 

Th« Hollywood trade jaagazine "Variety' 1 for >>epteab-=r 12, 1945> reflected 
that Lieutenant Colonel Gordon Ki^bv retired from tne Army after 4 "ye^rs of ser- 
vice icith the oignal Corp. The "Variety" also reflected that he was a veteran 
of ./or Id ..'ar 1 and an ex Hollywood writer and director at Columbia otuaios. 
According to a Ji.ost reliable but very delicate source Cordon .iigby, on August 31, 
1944, "'-s a member of the Coaaunist Political Association, Northwest section, 
Los Angeles, California, ?-ho had been on special, leave from the Cotamunist ?srty 
since bf fore Decerobcr of 1942. 

Hollywood Democratic Co-nmittee 

The* Hollywood Democratic Committee, according to Confidential Informant 
as set uo in January 1943- The aims and purposes of this organization were 
lOwTby a circular issued at the tine of the organization meeting held on Jan- 
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uary 14* 1943. They were as follows 



1. To support national, state and local legislation essential * 
^ to victory in mar. 

i 

* 2, To clarify political issues in relation to the war effort 

and to promote discussion and education for this purpose. 

3. To support candidates who are best fitted to serve a nation 
at war and who seek office on a "win-the-war"" platfona. 

km To cooperate with other organizations in Los Angeles and 

throughout the state and nation, whose aijns arc similar to 
our own. 

Confidential InformantW^^Kln referring to this new organization, stated 
th"-t for all intents and pur >oses i^vJas nothing but the revival of the iiotion 
Picture Democratic Conun^tee previously discussed in this section of this .aeno— 
randura. According to^^^H the activities of the Hollywood Democratic Committee 
during the tine of its^xistence coincided with the line of the Communist Politi- 
cal Association, which vias "collaboration *lth capitaliscf' because oi^the^eeds 
of the Soviet Union for assistance. . On September 25.. 1943* Infonaanj^B^B-elated 
that the activities of this organization were confined largely to th^Wen politi- 
cal field, such as putting pressure on law makers, local und national, ana to have 
legislation passed which was either soonsored or supported by tiie Co.wnuaist ele- 
ment in the United otatcs, particularly in the Hollywood area. He stated that 
-this nressure r.?is exerted in two ways, (1) by for-oing delegations to visit law 
raakerS in an atteapt to intimidate them, and (2) by a campaign of written propagan- 
da circulated among labor unions and other organizations and the setting up of 
^fcomraittees or correspondence," the porDOse of which w=s to flood the Congress with 
letters demanding the passage of measures which fell in line with the program of 
the CooirauniFt Party at that time. 

On July 26, 1944, letterhe- ds ;\nd literature issued by the hollyvjood 
Democratic Comiittee reflected the following persons were elected officers for 
the coming year. 

Uarc Connelly - Chairman 

John Cromwell Vice Chairman 

Gene Kelly Vice Chairman 

S. Y. Harburg Vice Chairman 

i f'orval D, Crutcher Secretary 

Albt-rt Jekker Treasurer 

* This sane literature reflected that the organization had an executive 

board of 88 members. Of this number 22 have been identified as Communists through 
information obtained by the Los Angeles Office, through a most reliable but very 
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f delicate source. Of the 22 known Communists, the following individuals whose 
; Coonunist P^rty affiliations ar#» set out in Section 1 of this memorandum, have 
■ been identified with the motion picture industry* 



IJargaret Dennett .Villa 
Herbert Bib e man 
Henry I3lankfort 
Sidney Robert Buchman 
Korval Dixon Crutcher 
Edward Daytryk 
'Jtfnard --cCreary Gilbert 
Donald Alexander Gordon 
Louis Harris 



llrs. Nora Hellgren 
Rex Ingram 
Donald Key King 
John Howard Law son 
Barbara Alexander *iyers 
Samuel Badisch Ornitz 
L'ortimer .'.'illiaa Pomerance 
Herbert K. Sorrell 



In addition to the above listed Communists it v. as also known that such 
prominent Communist Party figures in the motion picture industry as Frank Tuttle, 
motion picture director, werealso active in this group. It has also been reported 
by Confidential Informant fl^V th.-.t John Garfield, the pro-Co^mnis^actor^sas 
associated with thic group^^arfield has been identified by BH^^^^|^^F as 
a member of the Ca;imunist Party. Garfield also, according tolr5ar^^^^^^^ nas 
been affiliated v.ith the Younr Coumunist League, the Hollywood Anti-iiazi^e^ue 
both of which were Caanunist front groups. 



During 1944 the Hollywood Democratic Committee grew to be one of the 
most importan^oolitical groups in Southern Calif orrda, according to Confidential 
Informant^^HW He reported th-st this was primarily due to its connection with 
the motio.^SicTure industry and the prestige derived therefrom. 



This organization continued its oolitical activities in the 1944 elec- 
tions and announced that it \t s to become a oermanent group, cooperating r.lth 
and supporting the Political Action Committee and other progressive groups in 
politics • 

On Janu-.ry 25, 1945, the "Daily worker 1 ' carried an article reflecting 
that 100 Hollywood leaders sent a wire to President Roosevelt, requesting hir* to 
terminate the proceedings against Harry Bridges. The article reflected that the 
action was taken at a dinner sponored by the Hollywood Democratic Comuittee. 
A/nonc the signers of this telegram were Cciraunists and many individuals who have 
» sunoorted the Ca-ounist uiovetnent in Hollywood. This article reflected th.t John 
Howard Lawson, writer; Jack iloss, producer; and Dalton Trumbo, writer, all known 
Conmunista in Hollywood, were among the signers of this coonuni cation. These 
individuals identified is Communists above are referred to in Section 1, where 
their Communist affiliations are set out. 

On June 6, 1945, in Hollywood, California, a meeting was called by the 
Hollywood Democratic Committee, at which time the name of this group was changed 
by unanimous decision to the Hollywood Independent Citizens Couaittee of the Arts, 
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Sciences and Professions 

Hollywood Independent Citizens Committee of the tots. Sciences arid Professions 

The Independent Citizens Coranittee of the Arts, Sciences and Professions, 
a now defunct organization, was formed under the influence of Communists and Com- 
munist sympathizers and was supported throughout its existence by the Coumunists 
and the Communist press. Benjamin J. Davis, Jr., a member of the National Commit- 
tee of the Communist Party, on August 11, 1945, read recommendations to the i.e» 
York State Convention of the Communist Party of those individuals who had been 
nominated for the New York State Committee. Concerning Lionel Berman, Davis stated, 
"Comrade Berman, a Communist Party functionary, is Jewish and a member of the old , 

3t-ite Committee 1 would say, (he) is the head of the Cultural Section of the 

Party It seems to me that in his work in the past, pcrticul rly in the elec- * 

tions when he was one of those instrumental in setting up the Independent Citizens 
Committee of Arts, Sciences and Professions, he has demonstrated a ver y excellent 
cnoacity for orc:cniz?.tion of a yqry excellent Dolitical character." 



[advised on April U t 1946, th^t the organization of the 

Independent v*iLi"enl CWuittee of the -vrts, Sciences and Professions by the Ca.uau- 
nist Party n*s directed . ; nd planned in his office at the "Daily .-or'<er" in 1944, 
by Ljonel 3erman of the Co:.Munist Porty Cultural section, and Joseph Field of the 
..orkers Library Publishing Company. He also advised that this organization vjas 
-a Communist controlled sroup in spite of the fact th t the majority of the member- 
ship was not Communis t and a minority of the Co.jmunists were directing it. 

".»it"h regard to the Hollywood Chapter of the Independent^HizensCojjigLt- 
teeof the Arts, Sciences and Professions, Confidential Informant ■H^^^H^H^ 

Wp)f the Los Angeles Office, related that a meeting v.as called o^n^IIelBJra 

efthe Hollywood Je.uocritic Ca-idittee it the African Legion Kali in Hollywood 
on June 6, 1945. He stated ttrt -*.fc this meeting Approximately 3o0 inuiviuUsJLs 
vfere in attendance all believed to be members of the Hplly..-ood ije.aocratic Ooaaittee. 

i. i.-:iett Lavery,"I*rv:Sident of the Jcreen .riters Guild, concerning 
vjhou inform :tj o-. is set out under the ocreen ..riters Guild in this .ue..torandum, 
was ch.iinaan of the meeting. He rel .ted th t Herman Shualir* a motion picture 
oroducr, vho has been affiliated with a lonj 15r« cf Communist orgc'lzations 
was present and proposed th*?t the new organization which was kno>:n as the 
Hollywood Independent Citizens Committee of the Arts, Sciences and Professions 
affiliate with the National organization called the Indeoej^^t Citizens Ca.^iit- 
tee of the Arts, Sciences and Professions. According toi^^^fc John Howard Larson 
1H *.he Communist elements in this meeting. He stated tn^^We ballot vihich 
had b?en Previously selected was voted on re 3 mere fonaality and .aany of the mem- 
bers of the executive committee of the Hollyv.ood Democratic Qr rait tee tfere elec- 
ted and continued :<s ae.abers of the executive committee of the Independent Citizens 
Committee of the Arts, Sciences and Professions. 



Confidential Informant ^H^m^^^^H^tatedj Kith regard to this 
~ change in name znd apparent chaneelr^anploH^W^The organization, that it 
* was due to the fact that the Ca.inunist Party line had changed. He stated that 
from June 1945 until February U, 1947, the Hollywood Independent Citizens Commit- 
tee of the Arts, sciences and Professions had followed those of the. Cojununist Party 
in the economic and political fields. He related that during the existence of this 
organization, it was the principal pressure group using the- prestige and influence 
of the Hollywood motion picture industry to support legislation endorsed by the 
Communist Tarty and its sympathizers. A dodger stamped September 11, 1945, which is 
in the possession of the Los Angeles Office reflected thzt there were 93 mem- 
bers of th« eypcutive council of the Hollywood Independent Citizens Committee 
of the Arts, Sciences ard Professions. Cf this number 14 have been identified as 
Communists fc* . --.i^h the most reliable but very delicate sources* Those Indiviivals * 
are listed belo?; and their Coinmunist connections are set out in Section I of tnis 
memorandum. 

Sidney Ztobert Buchman t/illiam Frank Blovdtz 

Abrani 3. Burrows Vcrval uixon Crutcher 

Louis Harris Hex Ingram 

John Howard Lawson o&ra iioore 

Jack l^oss ilortimer ..'*Hiam rowtrance 

Karl Hawley Kobinson Ualton Trurabo 

Frank ..'right Tut tie ^rgaret Bennett ..ills 

In December of 1946 Confidential Informant |^^HHH^|Hv' € P orte ^ 

that the National Headquarters of the Independent CitizensToTnS^teeo^tne Arts, 
Sciences and Professions was contemplating merging with the National Citizens 
Political Action Co.uuittee with the ultimate object of laying the foundation for 
a new so-called liberal group in the United itates. 

In January of 1947 Confidential InformantHBfctated that the Holly- 
wood Chapter of this organization was preparing to go^ut of existence under its 
present name and emerge as the Hollywood Branch of the new organization which was 
formed in New York City on December 26 and 29, 1946, called the Progressive Citi- 
zens of America. This latter -group was formed by the merger of the now defunct 
Independent Citizens Committee of the Arts, Sciences and Professions and the i^ation- 
al Citizens Political Action Committee. 

k Progressive Citizens of America 

i According to Confidential InfcrmantHIHHil^H|HV of tho Los Angeles 

I Office, the Southern California Chapter of the tTOgressive Citizens of America 
was organized on February 11, 1947. A leaflet which was distributed in the Los 
Angeles area orior to February 11, 1947, announced th?t a meeting would be held 
on that d?.te for the purpose of organizing this organization. "The leaflet announced 
that Jo Davidson, National Chairman of the Progressive Citizens of America would 
be the prircioal speaker. For identific^^^^^uroos^s it should be pointed out 
that Jo' Davidson has been identified by^^^^^M confidential i^ormant 
of the New York Office, as a Communist .^^^^^^^^ 
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Confidential Inf onnant i^|^HHH|^^H^^^^^H^ the Die £° 
Office reported th;it Edward Uosk acTe^istJnairmR^n^^rglmzational meeting 
of the Progressive Citizens of America* Mosk, who outlined the purpose of tne 
f aeeting introduced Dr. Linus Pauling. Pauling discussed the oroduction of atonic 
[enerry and the atomic bomb and its significance to world government. John Cromwell, 
the retiring Chairs? n of the Hollywood Independent Citizens Coawdttee of the «rts, 
Sciences and Professions commented regarding the consolidation of the Independent 
Citizens Committee of the Arts, Sciences and Professions and the National Citizens 
Political Action Committee. 

Jo Davidson, the National Chairman, then explained the r >urx>se of 
the new organization.- Following Davidson's remarks, Robert n. Kenny, former 
attorney general of California, was elected chairman of this branch. Vice Chair- 
men elected were 3dward -osk, Fomrd Koch, Jr. Linus Pauling, Lena -orne, -enial » 
Ostrow and Gene Kelly, and ij-s. .iilliam Dieterle, secretary. 

Of the 100 directors elected, the following known Caaaunists, whose 
Co.imunj.st Party affiliations are set out in Section 1 of this m&aoranciua ftere 
included: 



Sam Albert 
Edward Bibenaan 
Abe Burrows 
Lou Harris 
John Howard Larson 
Anne itevere 
Z~rl Hob in son 
Dalton Trurnbo 



-largaret Bennett ..ills 

Henry Blankfort 

Howard ua Silva 

Sam -loore 

Fred rtinaldo 

'•irian Scott 

Frank Tut tie 



In addition, the following Comuunists who are not identified in Section I 
of this memorandum were also elected to the board of directors: 

Dr. Murray AbowJtz 

Dr. Abonitz, who is presently practicing medicine at 653 South Bonney 
Brae Avenue, Los Angeles, has been identified by a .aost highly confidential but 
delicate source in 1943 as a rtanber of the -edical Branch, Professional section, 
Los Angeles Ccur.try Communist -Pirty. 



Philic «?. Connelly 



of the Los Angeles hewspaper Guild, 

rliable informant 



Connelly is a fp] 
Confidential Infor-mart' 

Los Any-eles Office who 

Angeles, rsi 

per month to the Los Angeles County Communist Party as a sustainer fee. 
She stated that Connelly pays this fee, £10.00, regularly and* other CIO function-, 
aries also pay a regular sura monthly. Connelly is at present secretary-treasurer 





o^heLos Angeles Industrial Union Council. In addition to this information 
JH^nelated that in the first part of 1943, she attended a meeting which'waa 
attenaec^v^aome 30 Communist Party members at which Connelly was present. Accord- 
ing Connelly identified himself aa a Communist And attacked the leaders 
of the cSaminist Party at that time* 

Charles J. Kat» 

Kats is an attorney in Los Angeles* He signed the brief of the Los 
Angeles County Communist Party petition filed before the California Supreme Court 
in June of 1942 placing the Party on the ballot. John Leach, former Communist 
Party organizer testified concerning Katz before the grand jury as follows: "I 
knew Katz as a Canmunist Party member; he was active in professional study groups, • 
organizing professional study. groups in Hollywood for the Communist Pcrty. Katz 
was in the Communist fraction of the Anti-Nazi League. &:tz received membership 
book from Stanley Lawrence " 

Ben idar^olis 

Through a highly confidential but most reliable source, it was ascertained 
that Ben Uargolis was a member of the Engels Branch of the Los Angeles County 
Communist Party during 1946. Uargolis was formerly a law partner of Katz, Galla- 
gher and Xargolis, a legal firm which represented CIO local unions and Communist 
Party members. 

Loren tliller 



Discontinued Informant^^^^^^^^^^^Vadvised that UiUer, a negro 
attorney in Los Angeles, was af f^ffaWnfnx^^^it^the Communist Party, having 
Coamunlst Party book number 75-393. According to^^^V filler 1 s Party name was 
Laurence Rossmore. Miller has also been identifi^WWn the National Lawyers 
Guild. . 

Ceorre Pepper 



Pepoer is the executive director of the Arts, Sciences and Professional 
Council of the Progressive Citizens of America. Through a most reliable but very 
delicate source of information, Pepper was identified op July 22, 1943, as a mem- 
ber of the Los Angeles County Communist Party. He was also identified on June 30, 
1944, through this same source as a member of the Communist Political Association. 

According to Confidential Informantfl^^Kf the Los Angeles Office, 
Robert Kenny, the chairman of this chapter TuHng the past several years had 
been affiliated with or active in numerous Communist front organizations. 



T The program of the Progressive Citizens of America both in California 
and nationally has closely paralleled that of the Co.uounist Party. This was one 



of the first organizations to most vigorously attack the President ' 9 proposal for 
aid to Greece And Turks/, as did ths Communist Party* Also this organisation 
joined with ths Civil Ughts Congress, a national front organisation, in protesting 
against ths city authorities of Peoria, Illinois, and Albany, Now York, who failed 
to permit Paul Robeson to speak in ths public schools* Ths national organisation 
is now publishing a monthly paper called the "Progressive Citizens*. This paper is 
being circulated by the California Chapter* The California group is represented 
on this staff by the following individualss Herman Shumlln'; Momma Co rein, radio 
commentator; John Cromvell, writer; Lillian Hellman, writer, Gene Kelly, actor; 

Frederic March, actor; Robert W. Kenny, ex-California State Attorney General; 
and Paul Robeson singer and actor. 

_____ -i 

With regard to Herman Shumlin, InforsantflJHhas reported that he was 
one of the endorsers of the American Peace Mobilization, a Communist front organi- 
zation, a mesber of the League of American Vir iters, and a teacher at the Hollywood 
Writers School* 



Norman Corwin, according to^HHwas a lecturer at the Hollywood School 
for Writers and a member of the IndepeoaenT Citizen* Corsdttee of the Arts, Sciences 
and Professions. 

The writer, John Cromwell, has been referred to by Inf ormantflHgas 

having been a member of the Hollywood Independent Citizens Committee o^we Arts, 
Sciences and Professions and also having participated in radio forums sponsored 

by the Hollywood Democratic Committee in Hollywood on January 5, 1945* 

■■=--- " ~" 

The writer, Lillian Hallman, according toJ^^Hhaa been a member of the 
League of American Writers, the American Peace Mobifflraon, the Independent Citi- 
zens Coraaittee of the Arts, Sciences and Professions, and connected with the Joint 
Anti-fascist Refugee Committee. 

Actor Gene Kelly has been identified tyflH** having been a member of 
the Hollywood Independent Citizens Coranittee of theTrts, Sciences and Professions, 
and a member of the Progressive Citizens of America. 

Actor Frederic March has been referred to by Inf ormact^___ps * former 
?er of the In dependent Citizens Committee of the Arts, SciencJ^Tna Professions* 
I has reported that March is a member of the Communist Party* 

f Former California, State Attorney General Robert If* Kenny has been identl- 

> f ie^a^po-chairman of the Progressive Citizens of America, be also, according 
t toV^B was affiliated with the National Win the Peace Conference and a member 
i of TOen&llywoed Independent Citizens Committee of the Arts, Sciences and Professions. 

Singer Paul Robeson has been identified as having been aotive in the 
American Peace Mobilization, theNational Win the Peace Conference, and the Council 
of African Affairs by Inf ormantj^^^b 



f The above referred to organizations are discussed in this section of the 

% meaorandum, with the exception of the Council of African Affairs, a Couvaunist 
* influenced group.' 

The Progressive Citizens of America on i^ay 9, 19*7, issued an ultimatum 
printed in the "Daily Variety", Hollywood trade publication, protesting the investi- 
gations being conducted by the House Commit tern on Un-American Activities and defend- 
ing the rights of the Coramunist Party in the United otates. 

Confidential Infoman^|^H^HIH^^H^related that the Progressive 
Citizens of America held a .neeting for Henry A. ..allace in the GiLaore iitadiua .« 
on the nifht of ::ay 19, 1947? According to the :, uaily People 1 * . orld," ,.est Coast _ 
Co<arnun^si newspaper on liay 21, 1947, 30,000 people were in attendance, according 
to ^^^|r collection was taken up at this meeting for the support of the r'-J.* 
ana^n^sum of approximately ,86,000 was realised. He stated that a number of 
Hollywood celebrities including Charles Chaplin, Edward G. Robinson *nd r*aul hen- 
reid were among the large contributors* 

According to Informant |B^f the Progressive Citizens of America estab- 
lished a division in Hollywood inJune 13, 1947, -at a meeting called by Rose Hobart, 
screen actress; John Garfield, actor, Paul Draper, actor; and Anne Revere, screen 
actress* According to^^^H this unit is to be known as the Hollywood Arts, 
Sciences and Profession^ToVncil of the PC A. Its chairman is John Cromwell, screen 
-director and the group'sexecutive director is George Pepper. The purpose of this 
Council, according to]^^Hks to participate in all local political affairs, elec- 
tions and projects wh^^Tne national PCA grcup endorses and supports* The Commu- 
nist affiliations of Garfield, Revere and Pepper have been previously set out as 
have the affiliations of Cromwell with Communist infiltrated or influenced organi- 
zations . 

This council published a brochure in early July of 1947 announcing that 
a conference on the subject of thought control in the United States was to be 
held at the Beverly Hills Hotel from July 9-13, 1947 under the auspices of the 
Progressive Citizens of America* This brochure announced that rt in recent months 
an increasing number of incidents have occurred, indicating an unhealthy tendency 
in our national life— a tendency to prevent freedom of individual expression which 
had always been the guarantee of our democratic culture* This conference has been 
called in order to document and examine these incidents separately and as part 
x of a majority tendency. If such a tendency does exist and continues to develop 
£ unchallenged, it can lead in only one direction—biased control of the thought 
i patterns of all the American people." . 

The opening session of this conference which was attended by Agents 
of the Los Angeles Office was addressed by John Howard Lawsoa', leading Communist . 
Screen writer in the motion picture Industry whose Communist Party affiliations 
are set out in Section I of this memorandum* Lawson commenced his remarks by mention 
. ing that Various Individuals had recently accused Henry Wallace of giving Europe 
a false Impression of America by saying that America is not imperialistic and 



r has no imperialist aLzs, In his speech La 1*3 on reviewed the historic struggles 
lr of progressive forces and individuals throughout United states history and also 
l| pointed out the imperialistic actions in its past and present foreign policy. 
The keyn ote sneak er of the opening sessions was fioraan Corwin, who according to 
Informant^Hl|j^Bis so c^seto the Party that it would be difficult to say he 
Is not a Hm^e^^nd who ^^^^Vhas heard discussed favorably by Communist Party 
officers on numerous occasion? in connection with the Comaunist Party program of 
infiltration in the notion picture industry* Corwin in his address comdeioned the 
war psychosis being put upon the people today and also condemned the activities 
of such groups as the House Committee on Un-American Activities, the Tenney Com- 
mittee, which is the California .State Un-American Activities Committee and the 
Hearst Press. 



At the final session of the conference on thought control held on the 
evening of July 13> 19^7 > Robert Kenny, an executive of the PGA stated that the 
organization stands "for nationalization of oublic utilities, the coal industry, 
and steel industry and any other industry where nationalization would advance 
the coraracn good." Kenny stited frequently that free enterprise was not working 
and that those proponents of this economy should c.dmit this ind reach for new 
solutions to the changing economic problems of our complex system. Prior to the 
adjournment of the conference, resolutions were adopted including the signing of 
a letter to the President advising him of the vicious tyoe of thought control 
existing in the United ct-.tes and that thought control evidenced a trend tov..-:rd 
fascism. The resolution advocated the abolition of the Un-American Activities 
Committee- and the* -abandonment of the Truman Doctrine. It further called for the 
discontinuing of the loyalty test recently instituted by the federal Government. 




pigl" ^ _ 

it was -nsctrtained tiv.t Ueor^e Pepper and .<aldo ii-?lt, who have 
nreviously been identified as Communists in Hollywood, had charge cf all the arrEmfe- 
ments for this thought control conference. In addition the TOf-raid reflects that 
the following individuals, who have previously been identified as Ca^uunists either 
in Section I or Section III in connection with the various Communist front cr._a:ii- 
zations active in the Hollyviaod rrea, participated actively in this program. 



-A 



iidwar Hibernian 
rhilin ctevenaon 
oaru L'rnitz 
Charles J. Katz 
iiorris Car.iovsky 
Dr. Murray Abowitz 
uelv-in Levy 
Donald Ogden otewart 
Adrian Scott 
G^le bonder gaard 



Albert i^ltz 
Dan Jnrves 
Georj.e Jklar 
Howard Da oilva 
Anne lie vera 
Guy iindore 
Jiliaa Shore 
Saua Uoore 
Lee Cobb . 



Hollywood Antl-Kazi League Ait 
The Hollywood Anti-Nazi League was set up. in the motion picture industry 



for the purpose of defending America's democratic rights against Kazi influence* 
The organization had among its original officers such well-known Caanunist as 
Herbert Biberaan, director, and Gale Sondergaard, actress. The Communist Party 
affiliations of these individuals are set out in Section I* Following the Hitler- 
Stalin - J act and the consequent change in the Communist Party line from opposition 
to Fascism to a program of general isolation, the organization was liquidated* 

Hollywood League for Democratic Action 

According to Informant ^^ff the Hollywood League for Democratic Action 
was mode up of the same peonle wh« were active in the Hollywood Anti-Nazi League 
although its activities were just the reverse of the Anti-Nazi League because of •* 
the change in the Ccaminist P-vrty program. Uany of the leading people in t^is 
organization Tiere also identified with the Communist tarty, such as Jalton Trumbo, 
Frank Tuttle and John ..exley. The Conrnunist P^rty affiliations of these individuals 
are set out in Section I of this memorandum. This organization dropped out of the 
picture with the coming of the American Peace Mobilization. 

The iu n erican Pc^ce i.oblliz-tion 

This orgpnizi.tion vjas - national Coumunist front group v:hich, in 
Hollywood, r.as under the leadership of Herbert Dib^naan. Other known Couaunists 
active in this movement were John Howard Law son, Dal ton frumbo, r'rank futtle and 
Guy iir.doro. The Communist P-.rty affiliations of these individuals are set out in 
Sectien Iv -ilany of the so-called "intellectuals" who had been active in Coujcunist 
front .movements in Hollywood wer* also active in supporting the American feace 
Kcbiliz-*tlon. - Probably one of the moat prominent of these so-called "intellect :u -la" 
was Donald Cgden Stewart, a .aemb.r of the Le; iC ue of American ..riters, International 
Labor Defense, Screen Writers Guild, an d the Hollywood -riters ilobilization, accord- 
ing to Confidential Informant' 

The Joint Anti-Fascist ilefuree Co.anittee 

Infonaantf^^Hrela^ed that from 1937 on, during the period of the Spa-*i- 
ish Revolution, numerous Communist front groups were formed in the United States 
to assist the Communist cause in Spain. Prominent among these groups r«re the 
Spanish Refugee Ship liission, the Medical Bureau to Aid Spanish Democracy, Span- 
ish Refugee Relief Campaign, rriends of the Abraham Lincoln Brigade, Hollywood 
Committee for .riters in £xile, and the United American Spanish Aid Committee. 
These groups had found membership and support among the intellectual group in the 
Hollywood area* The remnants of these groups were consolidated together »ith the 
formation of the Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee Committee. This organiz.it ion, a Com- 
munist influenced group, was said to be interested only in those refugees whose • 
political opinions coincided with those who were in control of the Committee. 




made available an official directive from the 
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■Hational Org. Dept." addressed to "Dear Comrades." 
dated April 13. 1943 stated in part: 



this directive which was 



"The Joint Anti-Fasciat Refugee Committee has undertaken the patriotic 
duty of organising a mass campaign for the release and rehabilitation of anti- 
fascist refugees In Bbrth America...... Comrade Browder placed this question as one 

Of paramount concern to America V« are therefore suggesting that your State 

Executive Committee discuss how the T.C.L. can effectively participate In this 

campaign and would also be well if every district made a contribution to 

work of this committee We are sending you under separate cover publicity 

petitions and post cards * 




:ertained on February 16, 1945, that Felix frisrnan 
oi the national oil ice of the Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee Comnittee and Marian 
Owens of the San Francisco Chapter of the Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee Committee 
met with Carl Winter, at that time President of the Los Angeles Count/ Communist 
Political Association, regarding the Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee Comzittee policy. 
Carl Winter summarized the decisions made at this meeting as follows! 

1. Consolidation of the Los Angeles and Hollywood offices of the Joint 
Anti-Fascist Refugee Committee should be effected* 

2. An executive committee should be established. 

^ ,3. C^o.aer relations with War Veterans should be effected. 

The following officersi past and present of the Los Angeles 3ranch of the 
joint Anti-Fascist Refugee Committee are known Communists: 

One Helen Manfleld Fischer at present is executive secretary of the 
Los Angeles Branch of the Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee Committee, havin g held this 
position^^c^a^^^st April 7, 1943. Informant 

^Hp^HHHHjj^^^HKtanmunist Party Headquarter u ill uuu ^u^eies proiucea aata 

rerlecRn^tha^TrSSfflr on October 26, 1943, was listed as a guest to be Invited 
to the Los Angeles County ConuTunlst Convention held October 30, 31, 1943 in 
Los Angeles. She was listed as a guest from Branch 3 (Cartoonists of the 
Northwest Section of the Los Angeles County Communist Party). This data was 
further conflrned by information received from a most reliable but very delicate 
source on November 16, 1943, which reflected that she was a medber of the 
4 Communist Party. 

rnation obtained fron 

omaunisV Jferty headquarters, 
loial- ATUl-Jasclst Helu^ee Committee sides January 5, 1945 has opened the "Spanish 
Refugee Appeal." The letterheads of this "Spanish. Refugee Appeal 11 of the Joint 
Anti-Fascist Refugee Committee list among others 14 individuals from the motion 
picture industry of whom the following are known Communists and their Communist 
connections are set out in Section I of this memorandum. . "A 
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Canada Lea 
Albert Halts 
Karen Ho r lay 



An an 



Hob art Son an 
Halton Trumbo 



ft2S2lg_flI_tha fund raising activities of this group. Confidential 
Inforaantf^^^^HHHjl^^pof the Los •Angelas Office, vho is a Communist Party 
mender, advlll^^n«l^i91i»5 that the women's division of the Joint Anti-Fascist 
Refugee Comal t tee held a Spanish Refugee Appeal luncheon at the Beverly Hills 
Hotel on May 2, 1945* The sponsors of this luncheon included the following par- 
sons identified with the notion picture industry* according to this sources 

Mrs, John Howard Lawsoa . identified as a member of the Los Angeles County 
Communist Party through a very reliable but most delicate source on November 16, 
1943. 



Mrs. Albert Malta * also identified as a member of the Communist Party hy 
this same source on the same date* 
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Mrs. Pnlton Tmqb o was also identified as a member of the Conminist Party 
through this same source on this same date* 

Mrs. Prank Tattle , she was identifi ed as a member of the Los Angeles 
County Communis * P-^f,- nn iw^phg r 19, 1946 

,omaunist fori,,. 

^ - Miss Qa,%a Sondar^aard also known as Mrs. Herbert Biberman. Sondergaard 
was identified as a Communist through a most reliable but very delicate source on 
the following dates* August 31. 1944* January 8, 1945, January 16, 1945, February 
26, 1945 and Ho v ember 19, 1945. 

The following Hollywood personalities have appear 9 d as hardliners for the 
Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee Committee in the Los Angeles functions of this group; 

Olivia de Havlland and Phillip | P orn on Marc h 1?, 194?. Thi s information 
was obtained front Confidential Ini'uiiaauL ^^^^^^^^^^HBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBwn former member 
of the Comnunlst Party, who furnished this 

Paul Roy^nn and Ha g ^T , Seotft on August 5, 1943. This information was 
obtained from the West coast Communist newspaper the "Peoples J or Id." on July 10, 
1943. 

John Gar field and Paul Robeson on Pebruary 4 t 1945. This information 
was obtained froa personal observation of a Special Agent of the Los Angeles Pi eld 
Division* 

Rita Kavworth - According to the "Peoples tforld* of June 20, 1946, Rita" 
Bayworth was listed as the honorary chairman of the women's division, Spanish 
Refugee Appeal for a function on June 2, 1946. 
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The Actors Laboratory 

The Actors Laboratory, according to Confidential Informant ^/Kf *» » 
Communist controlled institution where screen and stage acting is purportedly taught 
by directors* actors and writers affiliated with the motion picture Industry. 
He stated that this school was formerly located in Hew Tori City under the nam 
of the Group Theatre. The Group Theatre was said to be affiliated with the Hew 
Theatre League, an alleged Comr.iunist venture. He related that the New Theatre 
League, from about 1933 until 1938, was a propaganda agency raking use of the stage 
as a medium which was successful in turning out actors who later served the Comnu- 
nist movement in the United States. He reported that the Actors Laboratory cooper- 
ates with such or^anisitlons as the Hollywood Writers Mobilization and formerly ; » 
the Hollywood Independent Citizens Committee of the Arts, Sciences and Professions. 

The certificate of incorporation of this organization filed in the County 
Clerk's Office in Los Angeles reflects the following aims and purposes of this 
organization; 

"1. To conduct dcsses for study of theatre arts, acting, dancing, stage 
craft, plr.y writing, rndio acting and performing. 

2. To conduct classes in the study of analysis of conteLTporr.ry plays t 
no v ins pictures and radio riro^ra-is. 

3. To produce and present dramatic material such as plays, review and 

radio -pro£r>ns, for the purpose of informing and educating the ne.-nbers of the 

public. 
*• - 

4. To conduct social affairs deemed to be for the benefit and interest 
of the members of this corporation. - 

Throu ;h a most reliable but very delicate source* information contained 
in a report prapared by Elizabeth Leach, organiser of the Northwest Section cf the 
Los Angeles County Communist Party Political Association, was obtained on January 
15, 1945, from which tha following is opiated* 

"To provide a center for professional actors to expariaent 
with*an-l develop their acting technique, to provide a meant 
b which professional actors can render -jrecter war services 
and a school. 
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■The laboratory has quit* an extensive camp show program which 
haa now demanded to include overseas unite and hospital shows. 
It la now presenting weakly a p rogr am of one act plays to finance 
ths war service program which have bean very favorably reviewed 
In the press* There are very serious weaknesses In relation to the 
political content of the material presented by the laboratory. 
X Tendencies toward esthetlcism, pessimism) and some of- the 
weaknesses of the group theater have been carried over since 
many of the leading figure* of the laboratory are from the 
group." 




'Century Fox Studios, 
furnished me names or zo» executive ooard member! oi! the Actors Laboratory as 
of April 7, 19U7. There were 19 names shown on this list* Out of this number 
U have records of Ooranunlst activities and membership* The following 10 Indi- 
viduals have been previously Identified In Section I of this memorandvn as Com- 
munists where their Communist connection are sat outi 



Reman Bohnen Mary Tarcal 

J. Edward Branberg Lloyd Bridges 

Larry Parks Phoebe Brand 

Art Smith llorrls Camovsky 

Abraham L. Polonsky Hy Kraft 

- Jack Bragin, also one of the executive board members is an attorney 
whose practice is confined to the motion picture field. According to a most reli- 
able and very -delicate source of Information, he haa also been identified as a 
Communist. 

According to ^^^^^^^^H there are U members of the faculty of the 
school of the Actors ldo©raTOT^*^W these U members the actress Jacobina Caro 
and actress Phoebe Brand are Communists and their Communist Party affiliations 
are set out in Section X of this memoranda. 

The American Touth For Democracy 



The American Touth for Democracy, a nationally known Communist 
youth movement, haa received the support of many Communists and Ccemnsiist 
$ sympathisers In the Hollywood area. The American Touth for Democracy is a 
? successor to the Toung Communist League* Among those individuals in the 
i motion picture industry who have bean active in the support of this group 
1 are Edward Itaytryk, director. Ring Gardner, Jr., writer. Dal ton TruHbo, writer, 
Albert Halts* writer, Sam Omits, writer and John Howard Lawson, writer, all 
of whom are known to be Communists. The CommcKiist Party affiliations of these 
individuals are set out In Section I. 
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CltlgftM ConnittQff for the Motion Picture Striker* 



This or~r..nizAtlon t according to Confidential Infornant^MBjwas 

■et up for the purpose of aiding the strike in the notion picttireii3u*5try which 
oc cored in March of 1945. This strike developed as a result of a Jurisdic- 
tional dispute "between the Conference of Studio Unions and the IATSZ and was 
discussed under the section headed "Conference of Studio Unions** He stated 
that this Committee was under Communist control and that It' was made up of 
individuals who were active in such Comounist front groups in Hollywood as 
the Hollywood Writers Mobilisation and the Hollywood Independent Citizens 
Committee, aswell as the Screen Writers 1 Guild. Known Conr.unist Party members, 
according to fl||V tfere active in le*idln£ this Committees. They included Frrnk 
Tuttle, SdwaraEmytryk, and Kr-. Sadie Ornitz, wife of Sara Omits, f^r^erly 
a Conmunir.t Party functionary in Los Angeles, The Communist Party affiliations 
o^Tuttle, Draytryk, and Sam Ornitz are set out in Section I of this memorandum. 
|^^Hr elated that the entire strength of the Communist Party was concentrated 
on^he strike throu&a this Conmittee. He stated that leaflets and bulletins 
signed by the Los Angeles County Communist Party and other Communist Party 
branches were distributed freely by members of this sroup who encaged in 
picket duty. 

The national Conmittee to .'*'in the Pence 



Confidential Infor.-nint^l^wrelat?d that this organization came into 
.existence in Hollywood on May lS^TRo, and was sponsored by mny individuals 
who have Vrfeviously been affiliated with the Conrrmist movement through various 
front organi7at~ns. In this connection, it should be pointed out that the 
Hation-r-1 Committee to '*in the Peace is known to have been promulgated and sup- 
ported by the Conriunist Party, its press and supporters. The Los Angeles 
nectin- hold on lay 12, 1946, rcfer-o^. to abcv«, was under the ^aicumco cf 
Communist 7illi*m Ponerar.ee, Executive Secretary cf the Screen Writer's Guild, 
end Corar.unist sympathiser Villis J. Hill, President of the People's Sducr.tioaal 
Center. The Communist infiltration and influence in these two groups have been 
discussed in this section of the memorandum* 



1* 
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* The Hollyvood Forum 



4 The Hollyvood forum v according to Informant ^ was held under the 

'auspices of the "Daily People's World," '.feet Coast Conmunist newspaper. This 
pro up, devoted to the discussion of Cosuninisa or Communist propaganda* was under 
the control of many Comnunlste and Communist sympathizers affiliated with the 
notion picture industry* Individuals who have been act Its in this group in- 
clude Valdo Salt, San 0roits 9 John Howard Iewson, and Alvah Bessie, all of 
whom hare been identified as Communists. Their Communist Party affiliations 
are set out in Section I of this memorandum. 

John Barnqp nnd Ansoci^tea 

In Au.^ust of 1946 Confidential Informant ^H^|H|B|^^L^LFrelated 

that this organization was a recently forced *publicreTationp'-^^!e{^oup 
which had announced that its functions were to "see that lis ml, progressive 
commentators such as are listed is supporting the organizations. Are kept on 
the air as an antidote to the radio prostitutes who put their personal well- 

beine above that of their fellow Americans ■ A-nong the persons listed as 

supporting this ,-roup who are directly or indirectly connected with the 
Hollywood ?iln Industry are! Aver ill Berzan, radio commentator who w^n a 
nonber of the Executive Council of the Hollywood Independent Citizens Connittee 
for the Arts, Sciences, and Professions, and Peter DeLiroa, radio commentator 
who has been connected with the Progressive Citizens of America, as well as the 
Hollywood Writers Mobilization. All of these organizations mentioned above 
have b^enJu£Jex i i«k^to , Comraunist infiltration or influence. Confidential 
Inf or!oant^HH|Ww"rted that p.lso listed as supporting this venture were bus- 
inessmen into! Angeles, all of whom lean toward the Connunist position. 

Western Council for Progressive Buslnes*. Labor and A,-rlculture 



Confidential Informnt sflssV 121 * related that this is also a pressure- 
type organization In the Hollywood Sectionwh^h cooperates with John Barnes 
and Associates, -his croup, according to^^^V Is obviously a Cossaunist pressure 
group because of the names given as supporting it. Some of them are! Paul 
Robeson, Bartley C. Crum, and Robert «*. Kenny. The Communist affiliations of 
Kenny and Robeson are previously set out In this section of this memorandum. 
Concerning Bartley C. Crura, the .'ashington Daily Hews for September 4, 1946 t 
reflected that Crum was Vice-President of the American Committee f-r Spanish 
jTreedoa, a sponsor of the American Touth for Democracy* an initiating sponsor 
Mot the Independent Citizens Co rani t tee of the Arts, Sciences, mad Professions, 
>and a Vice-President of the national Lawyers Guild. All of torn abovo jroups 
hare been infiltrated or were under the influence of Communists or Communist 
sympathizers* -a 



Tha Amflrlcan-Rusr.ian Institute 



Confidential Informant Unstated in March of this year that the 
^J^rieri can-Russian Institute opened an office at 6607 Hollywood Boulevard* It 
■ho old be pointed out that the Arcericaa-Husslan Institute is a Soviet propagnnnft- 
type organization which acts as a dissemination center for Hussion propaganda 
In Hollywood. Alvah Bessie* writers identified in Sect^^^^as a Communist, 
and Lewis Milestone, who has been reported by Informant sbbbbbW** ^ &T ^ n S heen 
a member of the Hollywood Democratic Committee* the Leagueo? American Writers 
i and the Hollywood Independent Citizens Committee of the Arts, Sciences ?.nd 

Professions, have been affiliated with this organization* Additional informa- 
tion concerning the Arserican-Ruisi&n Institute is also set out in this sumaary 
under the section captioned, "Soviet Activities in Hollywood. ■ 

The Civil *i*hts Con-res a 

The Civil Rights Congress is a national Communist front organization 
formed as the result of the merger of the National Federation for Constitutional 
Liberties, International Labor Defense, and the Michigan Civil Bights Federa- 
tion. The International Labor Defense vaa an organization under the influence 
of CoTjounists and Communist synpathizerst and the other two above mentioned 
organizations were declared subversive by the Attorney General in that they 
came within the purview of the fotch Act. The Civil Rights Congress has been 
ac-iva in snear-tyr.e activities directed at the Department of Justice and the 
.Bureau. For e:^nple, the "Milwaukee Journal" on September 7, 1946, reflected 
that £ letter had "boen sent by the Milwaukee Chapter of the Civil Rights Con- 
gress to the President of the United States, asking for the removal of Attorney 
Central Ton Clark and Director John Edgar Hoover for filling to ^ring the 
lynchers to Justice. In addition, this organization has been very active in 
fi-htlng the Taft-Hartley Labor Bill, defending the civil rights of Gerhsxdt 
Sisler and denouncing all efforts to outlaw the Communist Party. This organi- 
zation has received the support of such well known Coauounists in the notion 
picture industry as Ring lardner, Jr., who has been carried as a member of the 
National Board of the Civil Rights Congress. The Coomunist Party affiliations 
of Ring Lan'ner, Jr., are set-out In Section I of this memorandum. 

Southern Conference for Hunan './elfara 

The Southern Conference for Riman '/el fare, a national Communis i front 
novenent, which has been described by Karl 3 rodder as a transmission belt used 
V by the Party for the dissemination of its propaganda, received the support of 
4 the motion picture industry, primarily through tha efforts of Melvyn Douglas, 
- : husband of Helen Oahagan Sooglast who has been affiliated with such grours as 
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the Hollywood Democratic Committee in an executive capacity. lhie affilia- 
tion of Melvyn Douglas is set out in the Jack Tenney Un-American Activities 
rep ort for the State of California to the 55th California Legislature. 
Informant Wolf reported during March of 19U7 that Melvyn Douglas acted 48 
the Hollywood representative of this organization in a money^raising campaign* 
He mailed out letters soliciting funds under his own signature** 

The national Hegro Congress 

Ihe National Hegro Congress is a nationally known Communist front 
organisation under the control of Dr. Max Tergan, a known Communist* this 
organisation has been declared sub vers It* by tbe Attorney General in that it 
comes within the purview of the Hatch Act. Die December 12, 1°1*6 issue of 
the Los Angeles Sentinel, Hegro Newspaper, carried a list of the members of 
the Executive Board of the Los Angeles Chapter of the National Negro Congress. 
Included among those listed was John Howard Lawson, Communist screen writer. 

The Russian-American Club 

Informant HLu related that in August of 19hk this Club was 
created in HoU^rood with the announced purpose of raising money for the people 
of the Soviet Union through the Russian-American Society for Medical Aid to 
Russia. Included among the Communists who have supported this organization 
is Frank Tut tie who has been identified in Section I as a Communist. In addi- 
tion, Lewis Milestone, previously identified in this section of the memorandum, 
together with others who have supported the Communist front movement, supported 
this organization. 
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COMMUNIST INFILTRA.TIOW CT IHTKUBSTQAL CBCOIS 



(October 2, 1947 to February 5, 1948) 



The People's Educational Center, also known aa The log Angeles 

Educational Association, Incorporated 

Too Iwople's Edioatlonal Center announced Its curriculum for the 
ten-week winter tera which begins on January 19, 1948. Classes and instructors 
of this school purport to give an accurate and scientific analysis of That is 
going on in the world and to assist the average man to "achieve a clear 
orientation The courses are broken down into such divisions as "The World ' 
Today*. Psycholofirr. the Cultural Field and the Trade Union School. Of par* 
ticuiar interest are the courses and instructors in the Cultural Field,* 
particularly dealing with film and radio writing. The announced courses in 
this field are listed below s 

Screen Writing I 

This is a lecture course on the technic of screen writing, 
and the instructor will be Robert Lees* Lees was a member 
of the Cultural Section of the Communist Political Association 
and the Comminlg-t Fkrty u of 1944-1945 - This information 
^ t was obtained by a highly confidential and delicate source* 

Screen writing U 

This apparently la a more advanced course in screen writing 
and will be handled by one Bernard Gordon. Gordon like Leee 
above was a known Communist Political Association and Communist 
Ebrty somber In the Cultural Section in 1944 and 1945. This 
information was obtained by a highly confidential and delicate 



Screen writing IH 

This purports to be aa advanced workshop course on original 
stories and the announced Instructor Is Michael Oris . Urls 
is a motion picture writer who, at latest reports, is working 
for 20th Century Fox* He was a member of the Cultural feoup 
of the Communist R>litlcal Association and the Communist 
farty in 1944 and 1945. This information mas obtained by a 
highly confidential and delicate source. v 



Practical Journal! at 



The inatructor will be Loo Simon. SUmd la a known Coojmunist 
Party meabor as of 1946-1947* This information was obtained 
by & highly confidential and delicate source. 

Short Story - Advanced 

Tho Instructor will bo Ulma Shoro. Evidence la at hand 
that Wllaa snore ma a member of tho Communist Political 
Association and tho Ccnminist Party in 1944 and 1945* 
This infomation was obtainod by a higily confidential and 
dolicato sour oo • 

Workshop in tho Novel 

Instructors will bo Guy isadore and John Sanford* Both 
Endore and Sanford are writers, and both were members of 
tho Comitunist Political Association and Comaunist Iferty 
in 1944 and 1945- This infoimation was obtained by a 
highly confidential and delicate source* 

Eight Rasa lan Films 

According to the HC announcement, this course will bo 
co-sponsored by American Gallery Films and purports to 
be a series of 16 millimeter film showings with dis- 
c cuss Ions led by one Harold Salens on. the Los Angeles 
Office has no documentary evidence of Salemson's Farty 
membership, but tho indices reflect numerous references 
to him of such a nature as to make him a definite suspect* 

Radio writing Work shop 

The instructor will be Robin Blade and guest lecturers. 
No information concerning this individuals possible 
ftxty affiliations is available* 

Creative Writing - Advanced 

The instructor will bo Hugh Campbell. No evidence of 
Campbells Jfcrty affiliation is available. 

To show tho complete dominance of tho People *s Educational Center 
by tho Communist Party, other courses being offered In different fields 



are being briefly mentioned* 



Ih the field of "The World Today" f there la ft course offered 
entitled "Europe's end American Foreign Policy* to be taught by 

Dr. l«o Bigelman. Bigelaan is the President of the Peopled Educational 
Center Board of Trustees, His qualifications for handling this course 
are somewhat obscure. Howrer, he has a long record of Ccemmnist lurty 
activity in the Los Angeles area. He is presently a ■eater of the C canonist 
Party 1 * Hollywood Bo. 2 Club. This information was obtained by a highly 
confidential and delicate source. 

A course entitled "History of the American Labor Movement" is 
also to be offered. Instructors in this course as announced are Hilton 
Gottlieb, Kauri ce Howard, and ULlton Tyre. Of these three instructors, 
Maurice Howard and ttilton Tyre are known Coscunist party members, the latter 
being an attorney. This information was obtained by a highly confidential 
and delicate source* 

A course to be offered is entitled "Trade Union Jrinciplea and 
Practices". The coordinator for this course is Lloyd Vandycke, and the 
instructors will be Holier Berg&an and Leo Gallagher. All three of these 
individuals are Communist Party members. With reear^toVandycke. be has 
been identified as a Ccenunist by the informantflffl|^|HHf||JF who 
is a paid confidential informant and local functionar^o^ne Communist 
Part£ in Los Angeles. Bergman has bew^degt^iec^s^aCogjunist by a 
discontinued confidential inforaant , fl||^^^mHjHHHV wno *** * 
member of the Communist iarty, and b^a^I^S^cSnTicIentJIa^and delicate 
source. Leo Gallagher has been a Ccenunist attorney for a number of years 
end in the past has repeatedly run for public office on the Ceramist 
ticket. 

"Medicine for the Lcysan* is the title of a course to be offered. 
The coordinator for this course is Is*. Hurray Abowits, and Dr. Hyman 
Engelberg is one of tbe instructors. Both are members of the local Coiasanist 
Ifcrty and hare been for a nuaber of years. This information was obtained 
by a highly confidential and delicate source). 

A course to be offered is entitled "Alitlcal SconoBy*, the 
announced instructors of which are Frank Thomas, Leonard Fels, and Katharine 
UcTernan, All three are members of the Communist Farty at tbe present time* 
This information was obtained by a highly confidential and delicate source. 
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m th« field of Workshops In Art, the People's Educational Center 
announces three Urawing and painting courses and a course on Film strip and 
Slide Fil» Workshop, The three Drawing and Painting courses sxe to be 
handled by one Arnold Heedies, while the Film Strip coarse will be coordinated 
by one Frank Thomas. Both Heschee end Thomas are current members of the 
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w£"^ J? ttmr I*** * Photographer by trade. This information 

was obtained by a highly confidential and delicate source. 

, +h + . r I ? 1 !i aeld ° f i?* 8 * «* ^ts, various courses are being offered 
with the following instructors handling then as announced: 

Fred Warren 
Donald Mets 
Ted Gill en 
Albert HoxLe 
David Rosen 
Mar grit Roma 

All of these individuals are members of the local Communist Party, This infor- 
mation was obtained by a highly confidential and delicate source. 

Progressive Citizens of America 

~ m «. J?? 1***1 ot ctob « r 7, 1947, contained an article captioned 

^Z^T !° A Pa f le ^' articla P*** out more than 150 national 

iTn^*. ^L**?' 8Clences *** professions were to sponsor the conference 
E*!^^*-!*!? 10 " 411(1 CiTil Liberties* to be held in New York City on 
October 25 and 26 under the auspices of the Progressive CitUens of America. 
Sponsors included, according to the article, the following individuals! 

Rexford Guy Tugwell, political science professor at the University 
of Chicago and former Governor of Puerto Ricoj 

Film stars Gregory Pock,' John Garfield, Gene Kelly, Fredric March 
and Florence Eldridge march; 



Film directors William Wyler and John Cromwell} 
Radio director Norman Corwinj 
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Scientists Dr. Uai Paulin*, -r. Maurice Tisaobsr and Dr. Velville 
Hsrskovitsj ' ^ 



Play«ri*^«lX3:asra*jaj^r^s« Hrrt aad irt»^m»fe^p^^ 




Composers £r. 38* 3. Harris sjiS ?%rc.3Ui««Uia; J^Hrf 
Conductor Leonard Bernstein} ~" -Twa-^^—-. _ 

Triters Louis Untenseyer, M»rk V»n Doren, Daahiell Hasnett, Howard 

Fast ~nd TTiUiaa tosa "enet. 

Soncemin? this wr-e ineetin", the "en ^^rk ^"st" csrriec" an 
advertisement captioned "Tour ??3me is or Tv?ry Mn-'.-^riean Gnbooena". 
This advertisement stited th*t 19 Hollywood Progressives subooenajsd by ti>e 
Thorops-r^nkin Committee v.ere to t-:li "tho re^l story". Anon* those listed 
to appear . ere tntr following: 

Alvsh Bessio, Herbert Biberman, Bert hold Brecht, Lester Cole, 
Richsrd Ccllins, "d^ird rmytrv--, r *ordon Kahn, Howard Koch, linr 
I-rdner, Jr., John 'lorard I^son. . f1 bert :"alt«, Levis Milestone, 
Samuel OmH Lr»rry F-i*ks, I"vin» P5chel, *~bert J ?ssen, ' ^Ido 
S-lt, ..dri&n --sott, Trumbo, :?.*rtiey Crura, Robert !->nnv, 

John Garfield, F^ul Lr**ocr, ~'r. H^rlo* Stanley, F»*snk I'inrdon, 
and 7enator Claude Pepper. 



Sonf identic 1 Informant ^^^^^^^^^^^^^Hof the ten York Office 
advised that at- the Progressive *!^^^^^^^^ffir!c^snonsoreG conference on 
"Cultural Freed on and Oivil Liberties 11 , *hich was held at the Hotel ^ou^ore 
on October 25, 1947, former Assistant United Stites attorney TenorsX->A John 
3o-??e addressed the gptticrinc. ~o" *e stated that tho ?°T usually sends repre- 
sentatives to such i.teetl^s ?nd taen a?Ved any "—-nan in- tht audience to invite -■ 
his -hief, *. ?d"ar Hrover, to s debate *ith io-'^e on :t hich is the >eater . .., . 
Threat to .'jnerica - >nsiunism or F?scisa." torr^e also stated that t.h« Sollyvood 
ovists and writer? nhoulo entirelj i.^nore t:>e ;i ouse JoordtLee on Un-.'.-aerican 
Activities oecanae it violates -the First, 5ifth, -i*ta, *Hnth-asrf Tenta> ; A»an*^: ~ 
mcnts. T Ie said the best wr to fi~ht this ^oncnittets vzs to laior* their : " If 
subocen*- no to refure to amwer their naestions* This source in covaentinc 
on the conference- stated t\txt Xeon*rri > Sn»le of The is'ction", in aoitnentine 'V* 
on the President's loyr.lty Order, denounced the vork aT tke FBI vhioJr, he stated, . 
was revei-tin- to the days of the "raJjasr teids*. He also denounced tJie work > - 
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the FBI was doing in helping the House Un-American Activities Committee. 
Dr. Harlow Shapley, Progressive Citizens of America Chairaan la Massachusetts 
and Head of the Harvard Observatory at Cambridge, Massachusetts, read a 
latter to the. delegates from Henry A. Wallace, who was at that time rial ting 
In Palestine. In this letter, Wallace requested the people to destroy the 
House Committee on Un-American Activitiee at the polls and In the courts. 

At the Progressive Citizens of America rally, which wae held at 
St. Nicholas Arena, New lark City, Senator Claude Popper addressed 7,000 
who were in attendance and stated he advised the Hollywood witnesses appearing 
In Washington, D. C. to refuse to answer questions about their religious 
or political beliefs when questioned by the House Committee on Un-American 
Activities* At the closing session of the conference on October 26, 1947, 
this same source said that Senator Claude Pepper called upon the Intellectuals 
of the country to provide leadership in a crusade to turn the Thomases and 
Raskins out of Congress. 

In addition to the above remarks, a speech written by Clin Downes, 
Music Critic of the New Tork "Times", and delivered in his absence by miss 
Ray Ledd also made disparaging remarks concerning the Bureau* 



Confidential informant HHH|^^^^^^^Bf the New Tork 
Office advised that he was in attenaancea^rBe^RlS^^Iaio, Press and 
Advertising Panel of the conference, which panel was held on October 25, 1947, 
in the Hotel Barblson FUza, New Tork City. This source advised that at this 
panel' meeting, Ring Lardner, Jr., in commenting on the press, stated that the 
newspapers with few exceptions seemed to engage unanimously in a campaign 
against the Soviet Union, preparing the people with the idea of an unavoidable 
war. lardner went on to state that he was talking with a colleague a week 
ago, whose son wanted to join the FBI and when his family was investigated, 
they found that his father made a progressive speech eight years ago and 
therefore the applicant was rejected. Lardner then pointed out that the 
records kept by the FBI are similar to those of the "Gestapo" with even a 
more detailed account. 

Through a most highly confidential source, speeches given at this 
conference were obtained. Those of pertinence to this memorandum are being 
set out hereinafter. 
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£ Speech of 0. John Rogge, former Assistant ttalted States Attorney 

I General, entitled "The Effect of tbe Loyalty Order 11 ! 

At the outset Rogge indicated that those present were meeting 
today to pot en end to the advocates of "thought control" and that, nhat urn 
bare In our aidst today is Incipient Fascia*. He stated that in the Polios 
State tbe principal tool of the tyrant la fear, a citizenry afraid to speak 
and to think freely and independently Is the keystone of the Police State 
and because our people are being victimized by such a fear the danger la 
i laaedlate. The following verbatim excerpts were made by Rogge i 

"The real reason we are here is to deteraine what we can do to 
halt this fantastic backward aarch to despotism. 

■frimarily I aa an attorney. In the course of representing persona 
victimized by the thought control offensive I hare learned and I now believe, 
both as a citizen and as a lawyer* that the fight against the House Committee 
of Un-American Actirities and other thought control agencies must be waged on 
EEs broadest and clearest constitutional grounds. . . .Senator Claude fwpper did 
not go far enough when he advised the Hollywood artists and writers to appear 
but to answer no questions pertaining to their private political beliefs or 
ideas, my advice to our Hollywood friends and to all others is not to appear 
at all.... 

^ c "In ay opinion the House Committee is unconstitutional, it violates 
not only the First Amendment but the 5th, 6th, 9th and 10th Amendments as well 
and In ay opinion no one need to appear to testify before such an unauthorized 
and unconstitutional agency of government. The best way to fight this outfit 
is to ignore their subpoenas, refuse to answer their questions, and battle 
them right up to the Supreme Court.... 

"The Constitutional issues Involved In the loyalty cheek of the 
government employees are precisely the saae as those to which I have already 
referred. In that sector of tim attack my office is now studying the 
feasibility of moving to enjoin the Attorney General of the U. 3. from 
* designating as subversive such organisations as he, in his sole discretion, 
deems subversive ." 

g Speech of Robert Kenny, foraer Attorney General of California, 

u {resident of the National lawyers* Guild and National Co-Chairman of the PCA, 

•f entitled "How Fascism Grows" s *. • 



At the outset of his talk, Kenny ridiculed the work of the Those* 
Committee end the type of persona who were testifying for. the Comndttee with 
particular ridicule being aimed at AdolfhKeniott* 

In discussing the present fltfit being waged by liberals and pro— 
gressiTes against the House Un-American Activities Committee, Kenny statedt 

•The attempt to dictate the content of films as 'well as the content 
of the minds of the men and women who make them has brought about this willing- 
ness to fight back* This Committee is the first step towards the complete 
blackout of freedom of expression in the United States**** 

"Although purporting to act for the purpose of enacting legislation, 
the real purpose of the House Un-American Activities Committee is to intimidate 
all persons who hold radical or even liberal political opinions* They also 
tried to intimidate the producers in setting up a black list." 

Kenny continued his attack upon the House Un-American Activities 
Committee declaring it to be unconstitutional and said it was government by 
"press release" wherein all the hearings were timed to meet newspaper deadlines. 

"in the light of the history of these Committees* that is the 
original Dies Committee and on to the Itiomas Committee, their effect on the 
American scene and the disaster that they have wrought in so many private 
lives, I dp not think there can be any question concerning the question of 
Constitutionality of such a Committee which will ultimately be handed down 
Jay the Supreme Court of the United States.* 

Speech of Larry Parks, movie actor, entitled "What is loyalty to 

America? 11 » 

In his talk, Mr. Parks stated that certain people are attempting to 
impose new standards of loyalty on America. He quotes from a recent article 
in Harper's Magazine which asks the question "What is The New Loyalty?" • 
Parks states that if you believe in socialized medicine or criticise a 
member of Congress or oppose Franco or believe in price controls, you arm 
disloyal and Un-American. He stated that from this type of philosophy 
eventually speeches, books and art will have to conform to this new loyalty. 
He said that the thoughts and deeds of Washington, Jefferson, Lincoln and 
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Tom Paine arc rejected by this near loyalty. Americans bar* no choice said 
Parka but "to reject a concept of loyalty that Bakes tr altera of patriot* 
and criminal a of nen of good -will*. He atated that we cannot expect a fixed 
definition of loyalty Indicating that our only loyalty la to American tradition. 
In his definition of American tradition, he includes independence and social 
experiment. He declared that we owe our allegiance to the right to advocate 
all creeds and not loyalty to a particular creed* 

Parks pointed out that the Ifaosns Committee refused to investigate} 
the Klu Klux Han and indicated that all other Americana opposed the Un- 
American Committee. To prove this latter point, he related excerpts from 
talks by Wendell Willfcie, former president Franklin D. Roosevelt, and Henry 
Wallace. Parks stated that as to his own political philosophy he should be 
classified as a Wilson-Roosevelt-Wallace Democrat. 

"Resolutions of the Conference* 

At the start of the closing session on October 26, 1947, Dr. Harlow 
Sbapley stated that the resolutions proposed for the two day conference were 
compiled and would be presented far vote to the Conference by Actor John 
Randall, who read the following resolutions, all of which were adopted by 
acclamations 

1. House Un-American Activities Committee 

>=- _■ - ■-* 

"The House Un-American Activities Committee la itself the most 
„craatly Un-American activity in the fabric of American life. Cone latently 
and constantly it violates and subverts the First Amendment of the Constitution* 
in the words of Senator Glen H. Taylor, it is a Fascist-minded body whose 
activities parallel with those of fre-war leaders in Fascist Germany, Italy 
and japan." Resolved that the House un-American Activities Committee be 
abolished. 

2. Loyalty Order 

*The President's executive order known as the Loyalty Order which 
not only slaughters the First Amendment as far as it applies to 2,500,000 
Government employees but violates accepted concepts of American jurisprudence, 
has been called Nazi justice for Americans.* Resolved that members of the 
conference call upon the President to revoke his order. 
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i 3. The Drive Against Hollywood 
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The Conference condemned the attack on the notion picture industry 
as an obrious attempt to subvert freedom of speech, screen, and air* 

4. Right of Political Party 

"According to the sacred provisions of the Bill of Rights any 
American has the right to be a Communist or anything else he chooses to be 
that does not violate the Constitution. • • ,Se solved that every American 
everywhere has a right to join any legal American tarty whether it be the 
Republican, Communist, Socialist or Democratic." 

5. The Little Dies Comal ttees 

"lf7e call on the American people to fight locally as well as 
nationally for civil rights, to fight for the repeal of the Little Dies Acts 
and local loyalty acts as well as for the repeal of the President's Loyalty 
Order and the abolition of the House Un-American Activities Committee." 

6. Cn minorities 
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The Conference condemned anti-Semitism and discrimination against 
the Negroes. 

7. Free Cultural" International Exchange 

The 'Conference urged the State Department to cease its interference 
in the free exchange of ideas, art and science. 

3. Taft-Hartley Act 

. "Resolved that we here assembled do pledge ourselves to work 
earnestly for the repeal of the Taft-Hartley Act and we will, whenever possible, 
take concerted action with organized labor to such effect." 

9. (This resolution was introduced by Shapley.) International Exchange of 

Scientific Information 

"Resolved that there be full restoration of the traditional freedom 
of expression and inter-exchange of scientific personnel and information 




Chapter of the Progressive Citizens 
* 
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of America Airing the latter part of October and aarly part of Korwber, 1947, 
was very active on behalf of tba "unfriendly 19" • Prior to the hearings of 
tha Un-American Activities Committee whan dafanalTa plana wara being made on 
babalf of these witnesses, surveillances by Bureau Agents disclosed that Waldo 
Salt, Gaorga Peppar and Herbert Bibeman net at tba PGA office, 1515 Crossroads 
of tha World Building, Hollywood. 

Tha throw-eways publicised meetings held on behalf of theaa "unfriendly 
nitoesaea* and indicated that many of tha meetings vara under tha auspices of 
tha PCI. 

Tha Hollywood Council re pre a anting the Arts, Sciences and Professions 
group of tha Progressive Citizens of Aaerica held an open meeting at 6851 
Hollywood Boulevard on November 1, 1947, which was designed to inform members 
of tha organisation in the Hollywood area of tba outcome of the Congressional 
hearings in Washington dealing with Communist infiltration into the motion 
picture industry. This meeting, which took place in the Masonic Ball, was 
attended by approximately 1,000 individuals* Tha master of ceremonies was 
Edward Blberman, brother of Herbert Blberman, one of the individuals cited for 
contempt of Congress as a result of the recent hearings. At this meeting, em- 
fhasis was given to the fact that Robert If. Kenny, counsel for the "unfriendly 
19" was not given a chance to present any defense whatsoever. The "unfriendly 
witnesses 11 were described as being "the shock troops" for the fight of civil 
liberties in this country. These troops, however, were backed by many organized 
- groups and real American people. It wae indicated that the PCA will consider 
the battle only beginning and will follow the Thomas Committee's tactics by 
preparing a dossier on the Un-American Activities Committee* 

Edward Moak, Los Angeles attorney and Vice Chairman of the PCA, spoke 
at this meeting regarding the legal aspects of the Washington hearings. Ha 
said that "The circus is over but the memory and the legal phases of the hearings 
will linger indefinitely." He said the PCA expected to go into the courts to 
fight the battle for these Hollywood individuals. Uosk spoke at length on 
the Bill of Rights and the Constitution and on tba various rights of religious 
and minority groups* Mention* waa made of the palmer Raids. The Harry Bridges 
case was also discussed briefly* as well as the Will 1am Schneiderman case, 
which was successfully defended by the late Wendell WiUkie. Uosk projiieaied 
that the "unfriendly 19" witnesses would be finally cleared of all contempt 
charges. Uosk said the Committee hearings left the mark of fear in Hollywood. 
He said the job of fighting must not be left to the courts but that this group 
must use all means possible, specifically the polls to exert pressure to abolish 
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- the Committee on ttn-American Activities of the House of Representatives. 

4 Bis final statement la quoted as follows* "Our job is to see that the legal 

| vindication that will ultimately cats doss not cobs too late.* 

The next speaker was introduced as the Executive Director of the 
Arts, Sciences and Professions Council of the Id, sr. George Ptpper. Pepper 
has been identified by a moat highly confidential and delicate source as a 
member of the Communist Party. Mr* Pepper stated in sobstanos as follows* 

That he will nerer forget his experiences In Washington and New fork. 
The unfriendly witnesses and the persons working with them got no sleep. They 
were nervous and, above all, there was work to be done* There was terror in 
their hearts, intimidation by the Canal ttee, telephone lines tapped, detectives 
trailing then around, and as a whole the atmosphere was bad. 

The Canal ttee was described as being smart, and even brilliant at 
times, and the speaker wanted to convey definitely to the audience that they 
nust recognize they are not dealing with & stupid group this tine. He said 
the Committee will stop at nothing and may even at tills time be devising a 
shortcut to establish their purposes • 

Pepper said that Eric Johnson, daring his testimony, did satis- 
factorily for about three-fourths of bis speech. However, he at this point, 
went to pieces and loot his case by agreeing with the Committee* In fact, 
- Johnson, . "sold the industry down the river" • Johnson told the Committee 
that 'John Howard Laws on should not be in the motion picture industry and, 
in fact, any Qomnunlst so proved should not be employs d in the industry. 

Pepper mentioned that he noticed John M. Coetello, formerly of the 
Dies Committee, In the audience, and Pspper felt that Costello recognized 
him and later identified Pepper to Thomas, inasmuch as the latter frequently 
glared at Pepper throughout the remainder of the hearings* Costello was 
believed to be associated with the 0*. 5. Chamber of Commerce in Washington, 
D. C. at the present. 

Regarding the ft* ess. Pepper mentioned that they were very interest- 
ing and favorable to the so-called "friendly witnesses 11 and particularly 
to the actors. He mentioned in a sarcastic ■""•r the large amount of 
publicity given to Robert Taylor, Adolph Henjou, et al t and the uncomplimentary 
remarks published about the "unfriendly 19". pepper remarked ironically that 
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Robert Taylor stated he would not work on a picture If be knew a Conooniat" * 
was connected with it, but upon bis return be was going to work on a picture 
which had been written by Lester Cols. This remark got applause from the 
audience. The picture was identified as "High Wall". 

repper said the bearing was highlighted by the expulsion of Charles 
Eats (Los Angeles attorney) from the hearing room, ttts allegedly bad a 
"neat job done on his back" by jiu jitsu experts who escorted him from the 
room. Pepper also quoted fro* the column of George Dixon* who writes for the 
Hearst papers. This quote dealt with a portion of Dixon's column written 
during the hearing when the latter mentioned that sons of the unfriendly 
witnesses should be "taken out and have their heads beaten in". "The New Xork 

Tines" and the "Herald Tribune" were described by Fepper as the only papers 
which reported the hearings in an unbiased manner. He said all the other 
metropolitan press members were unfaTorable to "our cause" . 

The morale of the attorneys and the "unfriendly 19 s was described 
as being "wonderful" . They worked together as a unit night and day* Regard- 
ing counseling of the witnesses by attorneys, Iwpper made a point of the 
fact that all decisions as to policy and procedure were based upon a majority 
opinion of the parties involved. 

Regarding the purpose of the attack upon Hollywood by the Dn- . 
American Committee, Pepper said that this is not a Democratic conmittee. 
Therefore, the first time since 1932 it is controlled by Republicans and 
a few Southern Democrats. He cautioned the Republican character of the 
friendly witnesses, particularly those associated with the Motion Picture 
Alliance, which was organized to fight Ccnuunism and preserve the American 
ideals . He said that many of the motion picture alliances were now members 
of a newly organized group known as the Hollywood Republican Committee, 
fepper saidx "We oust expose these Republican connections as they are think- 
ing in terms of 1948, and must divert the people from the real Issues of 
these times, particularly, housing, health, discrimination among minorities, 
the concentrated drive against labor in general, etc." 

fepper said the Hollywood hearings recently held were just the 
beginning of a 9-polnt program. The next field of inquiry would touch radio, 
and then there would be Education, and there would be no end. He reiter- 
ated "they must stop the Ccemiittee* • 



Ifcppar said the policy of the Arts, Science end Profession* 
Council for the FCA, a* outlined by Motional Chairman Harlow Shapley and 
floward Bumfard Jones (fiionetie), oautioned against saying that a complete) 
victor/ had been won. It was emphasised that only a partial victory had 
been von in Washington, and that if they had lost, there would be no PSA. 
Mention was again mad* of the violence in ttiladelphia that day. The Rational 
Council felt that they nut join with Labor, minorities, and decent people 
to win the battle. 

The immediate plan was to send at least a million signatures to 

the President and Speaker Martin of Congress, recosnendingi (1) Abolish 
the Committee outright} (2) Withdraw all contempt charges against and release 
the unfriendly witnesses. It was suggested that they start with Representa- 
tive KUon of California at the polls in 19 A3. It was stated that united 
action was a "mat". 

Edward Blberman, wno described himself as an artist, spoke briefly 
as to how the PGA in Hollywood took the hearings. He mentioned that they 
were "caught short". He said that the Congressional Committee had, however, 
"tipped their hands" more than once during the early days of the hearings, 
which aided their witnesses to sap a defense. The speaker mentioned the 
charges made by friendly witness Mof fitt, who said that U$ of the best 
plays on Broadway and 233 other plays contain Ccnaonlst messages or lines. 

The speaker further scoffed at Uoffitt's claims that numerous 
studio reading departments In the motion picture Industry bad been infil- 
trated by Communists. The speaker asked the question: "Are only creative 
people involved?" He answered this question by stating that the receiving 
end, that is, persons who read the books and eee the plays, is also a victim 
of the Congressional Committee's attempt at censorship. He said the fight 
"touches all levels of life." 

The speaker claimed that the ECA, et al, had been alerted properly 
and were now "in high gear". He mentioned that the Speakers bureau during 
the hearings had furnished trm. ten to twenty dally, and that a fact sheet 
giving the other side of the story had been published dally (5000 copies); 
that the Radio Division had monitored the situation frost coast to coast, 
and that next week they would be active in the Federal Ccausuni cations 
Commission hearings. The actors developed mobile theatrical units and would 
dramatise Individual statements made by the unfriendly witnesses throughout 
■any areas in the U.S.A. 




It was suggested that all persona present initiate as many wires 
as possible to President Trunan requesting that he back the Sabath Bill, 
identified as HR-/*6, which was designed to abolish the Thomas Committee. 
He further reiterated that they wire or write Speaker Martin, as mentioned 
above, to abolish the Committee and crush the contempt citations against 
their people. 

The Hollywood group was also planning to send 50,000 air mail 
letters to President Truman to acquaint bib with "our side of the story*. 
The audience was told that packages of these letters had been prepared, 
together with air mail stamped envelopes, and were being made available to 
the audience in the lobby of the building at cost. 

Karen Uorley, who has been identified as & Communist through a 
most highly confidential and delicate sourc* and representative of the 
Actors Division, PCA, mads a brief speech in which she said that the Actors 
Division had raised $500 to send her to Washington to protest the Committee^ 
smearing of her name. Uorley felt that she was not important enough to 
attract much attention so decided to stay at home and "do the dirty work". 
She said she could do more work in furthering the cause. She mentioned that 
she had been very active in the past few days speaking before various organi- 
zations, among which were the Synagogue where Rabbi Itagnin presides! the 
Jewish Lebor Council, the fCA in San Francisco, Arts, Sciences and Professions 
(Doctors Division), TitCk, and the Southland Jewish Organizations. Morley 
said that she would make up for not going to Washington; that the £500 would 
be used in the best way possible. 

At this point a record was played for the audience which was des- 
cribed as the voice of Herbert Eiberman, cne of the "unfriendly 19". This 
recording was a transcription of a telephone call made by Herbert Biberman 
to FCA in Hollywood at the close of hearings In Washington. The recording 
was hardly audible but in substance, it proclaimed that there was no satis- 
faction in winning a single battle, and that the Committee must be abolished. 

Upon the conclusion, of the hearings in Washington, a rally in 
support of the "unfriendly witnesses* was held at Independence Hall Square 
in Philadelphia on November 1, 1947, which rally was heckled throughout by 
an organized group of individuals, some of whom wore Veterans' insignia. 
Among the speakers at the rally were Saul lteldbaum, a Canmunist; Stetson 
Kennedy, who was introduced as an author and claimed to have joined the Ida 
iCLux Klin and the Columbians; and Francis Fisher Kane, former U* S. Attorney 
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for Eastern Pennsylvania, 



TTitn regard to tbe Philadelohia aawtla? ofWvtoT, Che lee 
Angeles aeetin* of the saae date by the Progressi** Sitieeas of America 
referred to the Philadelphia PCA voting which broken upT>y & %roua 
of organized hecklers, who ouroortedly threw stench bcnbs ant knocked 
dorm Innocent women. It was declared th*t although the holding of the 
meeting was declared legal and uoheld by tiro Federal courts, .there was 
violence. The question at the California FCA neetinr was raised To you 
think Thouas will rush to Philadelohia to investigate the violence caused 
by the organised hecklers?" 

C n tht. rvenin-- of t-Svcraoor 5, 19A7, tne so-called "unfriendly 
witnesses" arrived at the "unicipal Mmort in Los ^'"cles. In oreoar^tioo, 
for this return, a v.slcooe-home rally v.as olarmed. urn^er t!ie auspices of 
the Hollywood Arts, Sciences and Professions Council of the Progressive 
Citizens of America. Approximately 500 people were in attendar.ee :-it tie 
airport to t-reet the "unfriendly witnesses*. A great aany ot those people ... 
were noted to wear PGA am bancs* Known members of the Corcunist Party 
were cossrved by Afents of the I 'vn^eles Office in attencance at this 
cp.Vierin vin- Larcner, Jr. at this rrelcont-horv! n'lly rcac e ore re: rod 
str-tener.t to thr- srorrc as spokesman for tr.e "unfri^noly *. itntrse.*", in 
wh^sh silled for in iu:'ediatr letter-^ritin'? cfL-oai -n to lon-msi c-i_*in? 
the 12 days then rer^ainin. -1, before -on-ress rivets, c'»-"v:*iin7 th*t the co-it*"? ot 
citations against tue witnesses be voted down. 

On November 16, 1%7, the Progressive Citizens of Verioa soonsored 
e. yeetin at Oilawre 3t?dium in 1-os Anseles. This nxetin^ was attended 
by approximately J, 000 people and featured 12 soeakers. The speakers; Included 
Ben :iar rolls, John Fowaro i^v.son, Alb art I-'altr, : : e**tert ^bv.irr id 1-irr/ Parks. 
^31 were icontifipd t'. r^^h h" ;hl;- o-snf -1 ^pH deljcto rcarces as Ja-Tvonists* 

,.11 of **:*- r.'-c'-'cr* u**"*^ iiuolic '"^rssnro v^*! -rcsi to '''if;: ^ * c '.•>*• no; 'crnt 
citation? i'ileti r^ninft s - '»e 'f t.c vitnerser *..h;> ? j r?r*:C"< .r*: thr I'ousa 
-PTrr'.ittee on ''o-.Vier.ic^n Activities fnrf +>e ^bolishru-nt of t.hi* ionwittee. 

the Is* :*.~Ve« 1 nf ^r-'nt, stated t>st he r, earc? » resent 
bro^dcael of A* .ten -ewis, Jr. / T herein Lew:.;" st-tec he v "d b*rt?n -op-oseried oy an . 
i"-- ividuftl reor*-'sntin- ferine Keptum, stating that 5*1* wanted to t° 00 
rfjeord to the effect th?t «sh«? did not knou.what sho w*s sigl r C p-hen she 
joined the 3?maittee for t'-e 7i"st .uaandraent nrr c'id she re?V:'e th* tyoe 
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of speech 8. a us reading when she ao^eered at a FCk rally in Silmore 
Stediunu ptfeetorSsa >ofl Id tmiaony before the Tboami CGsaOUee, 
referred tevjHBF vp e yK eT*5e?b*rn^ ^ aa fjur <l*U mas, <*efc in 

VI eoneerninf this* ^^eeardlfi* to thLa souroeV idlotfs :2a*&at;|n|bi 
that Scenoer Tracy ha^.a*js^jr£h4 retstrk that Kepbonk. «e«ted tmlatifc* 
neat in order €s> dear Jfrfrself wit#^he American public and |Wt:«eraore tastl: S 
wsnted herwirmsJee it* Information was later obtained from 

>f the 1*102, who stated that Fulton Lewie told film Hepburn 
\»s denied the ab*ve retraction and stated that she knew what, site was doing? 
and wh't she was saying* According to Lewis, the information nith regard 
I to her retraction came from the atucio off^ials who issued the retraction on 
the theory that she would not deny s*n<e. ■ ^related th»t this action 
w>a caurer* by b^x office decline of n 3cn» ^^Tove.*, her latest picture, 

Tc+ition« c*11in» f«r th« abolition of the House L'n-.V.w;rican 
Activities CcTr.-.ttee were circulated amon? the crowd. In *»dcition, strrds 
were set up there people attending could si^n mi?»ieo;raphed letters, one 
addressed to Press dent Truman *nd the other addressed to attorney General 
Tom 31erk. The first letter asked that the Sabath resolution to abolish - " 
the 'louse Jaimitt^e be supported. The second letter to the Attorney 2en*r*4. ; . 
?s'':fid th«t. deport' tion ^rcceeci p"s ?^**ir.st liars Uisler be cronped and t-iat ■ 
he be per ittee to leave t.'.e count ry vcluntarily. Tre fro'ror?? ve Jiti?'ens 
of ...-erica, of course, wa*» to hr^e the -mflin* °* ti.es** letters. 




i£ Ta 5 ^scert^inT^onT^v^lWrTT^^'^^^'^^ima^o'i^tely fcllot in^ the 

— ntHt rftly c por*sored bv the re* for the returning "unfrier!d7.y nineteen 1 ' 
held at iiliEore -t-diura on iiove^ber 1% 19/|7, ilerbert *.i be m?n" called on 
?0* heedr;ij-rtera> for an advance of A, 000. 00 against r-iatever share of 
the gate receipts was comin - to him and his associates. T^rou^fc th?V source 
it w2s jOso le-mcd that tlie share of Bib**rman, et al, was to be treaty per 
sept cf t-he receints, 2iben?an urged that an a ovens* of t'-ese funds be 
m**de ir.«rc»'iately. It ascertained that apparently t u e money w^s needed 
for defense of the witnesses cited for cor-teapt f -nc tu*t thf oayment oP the 
funds had to be authorised by Bert «itt» Executive Director, ifibernan 
ffu-'^estco th*»t * eoecJr tor the^juacunt recuested be made out to .Robert- 7!, x 
Kenny* Trustee, and that it be xent directly to Kenn#. 

Through ^HiSB^S^^aa^^aSi^Sy ^ »scertaine^ on 
Tcveoiber 19, 19A?^^^^Ther3!^?^v^^reStly conrtberin? *«!tt.1"* up * . 
petition to abets «% the rfeuss TT>-i?»w»rtcaa ifitivisie* Joitrittee rr»d that 
durinv th» discussion of t*e rntter it w»s siv"»ested t : »at no organisation's 
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nam* appear cc the petition so that It would not actually be sponsored by 
the PCX. Among the names of certain motion picture and radio people who 
might be amenable to signing such a petition nere mentioned the following! 

Marsha Bunt 
Richard Conte 
Norman Cornln 
Gene Kelly 
Edward 0. Robinson 
Paul Henreid 
Dana Andrew* 
Myrna Loy 
Charles Boyer 

During the discussion, it was suggested that if these prospective signers 
should become too inquisitive about the petition, they should be told it 
was being sponsored by Martin Popper, one of the defense lawyers in the 
East for the "unfriendly nineteen 1 * • It was ascertained subsequently that 
according to Herbert Biberman, Paul Henreid would sign such a petition 
when he found out that Marsha Hunt and Gene Kelly also intended to sign. 

Through this same source on November 20, 1947, information waa 
obtained reflecting that apparently the PCA workers were trying to get 
statements from certain well known film people supporting the Sabath bill 
- to abolish the Thomas Committee. Through this source, the following statements 
are quoted "which apparently had been secured from the individuals named: 

Morris Carnovsky - screen actor (Conmunist Party member according 
to a highly confidential and delicate source): 
"I support wholeheartedly the Sabath bill to abolish the 
Committee on Un-American Activities." 

Selena Royle - screen actress: 

"The civil liberties of all Americans are at stake. I 
urge the abolition~bf the House Committee on Un-American 
Activities.* ^ 

Gale Sondergaard - actress (Communist Party member according to 
a highly confidential and delicate source )% 
"If this threat to our civil liberties goes unchallenged 
no American is safe** 



. DojI* Xaowlaod ^actressi 

*rm :«wf - wtt»5t (jteirolat Party ■Mdbir "coordinr to a . ; . 
highly confidential and delicate source): - : w 

•Let our Actions not oar word* proclaim our adnereoee to 
the ri?ht. Hr. Sabath has led the way." 

4 It was ascertained th«*t other motion picture figures aoperently were 
bein^ sou»ht for statements* 



nrt jtu th 
Hcw*ra Silv? 
Luc«?ig t-onath 
Alsn Seed 

All of these individuals are screen actors. Sodth and De Silv» h*ve been 
previously identified as Cominist Political Association ivobers by a highly 
confidential --nr; deli sate source, in Aumst, 1944 »nd J«nu?ry, 1945. 

T'Twh this f/oR source, it «as leTn^H on !!«v-rr">er ?0, 1947, 
th-*t one 1. G*>lc*s::dth iiad requested rj«. to furnish hiia conies of the 
speeches and st^te-ents of the "unfriendly nineteen ** m ?de ?t the Oiliaore 
St* 5 f" turn .^lly on "rveriber 13, 194? • According to this a -me source, 
Ooldsnd wh * deotified- himself as a big producer in Hollywood and s very 
good friend of S?m wrnit*?, one of the witnesses cited for contempt of Con- 
gress. Gold 5 mi th further ar vised th°t his brother was in town, f rem Palestine 
»nd that he attended the Qilrtore Ctadiun jxi.es Meeting and th#t his brjitlier 
had been so impressed by the speeches that he rould like to have copies 
of them to t* :e b*»c** to Irlestine to use over there. The advised hi« 
th:t the revested scoies ~,ould be *'ooe available* 

• 

25, 1947, , „ 

i,, i | , J it use ajcaitalne<rt*tt HerWt,. ^wj^discuased 

;h i.ar:son ,ha House Un-Ameriedn Activities ~osa«ittee before iftiesr they 
had anpeered. Lswson rerarked that it is pertinent that neither ion^resssiaa ^ 
Thomas* nor .^.nkln dared to debate the issue of the constitutionality of their 
line of questioning on the floor of the Houre. Lmaara sale thai srr» person "<*-»-■-_ 
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i attacked by the Committee was automatically found guilty without trial and 

I deprived of his constitutional rights to which all Americans are normally 

i entitled* He was very discouraged over the fact that the producers appeared 

| to be accepting the Committee's lies and are being converted into a new 

, - j industry policy toward their employees. 

} On November 25, 1947, it waa learned through this same source 

that McGill of "New tfaseea" magazine in Hew York had written Laws on relative 

I to having Ring Lardner, jr. write a short article regarding his personal 

.1 • reaction to the producer's action in terminating his employment as a studio 
;■■■■> writer. This article was to be quite personal and deal with the effect this 

* action had on Lar drier and his family. According to this source, Laws on 

agreed that such an article was a good idea and he would take it up with 
Lardner. The same source advised that "New Masses" magazine was making 
requests for similar articles from screen writer Albert L'altz and/or Dal ton 

.- Trumbo. Lawson expressed his desire to write such an article himself for 

; "New Masses" but due to the press of other business could not do so at this 

£ time* 

r It was ascertained through this same source that Lawson was 

engineering a plan to circulate in the studios a petition through the Arts, 
. > Sciences and Professions Council of PC A to which he hoped to get hundreds 

- of signatures. Itii3 petition was to point out the danger of blacklists 

to the film industry itself and to urge upon the Industry the fear that 
no decent pictures will henceforth be made, employment will be curtailed, 

; and for these reasons those signing the petition put themselves on record 

*. ,aa taking a very strong stand against the House Un-American Activities 

Comrdttee. 

I According to this source, Lawson intended to take the petition 

' < to the screen writers and try to get them all to sign It* Lawson stated 

1 that the Trording of the petition would be such aa not to specifically 

2 support the "unfriendly nineteen" but that it would definitely lean In 

that direction. According to this source, Lawson feels that it is absolutely 
i necessary to break the terror presently gripping the motion picture industry 

and that the writers affected by recent termination of employment were 
^ ' seriously considering charging the produc ers with criminal conspiracy in 

^ state court. 



. i' 



On December 2, 1947, the PCA sponsored a rally to be addressed 
by Alvah Bessie, one of the "unfriendly nineteen". This waa an 
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and screen -writer Bessie was the principal speaker. According 
Bessie's talk dealt entirely with the House Un- 
ctivitis*r committer and the Committer's Hollywood investigation. 
Bessie charged that the Committee 'a investigation was supposedly to reveal 
subversive pictures or parts of pictures, but this they did not do; that the 
real purpose of their investigation was to frighten people and to a large . 
extent they were successful; and that L. B. Kayer and Barry Warner h&ve 
gone out of their way to please the Committee, which according to Bessie 
is very stupid of them because the Committee treated them with contempt and 
disrespect • 



Bessie cited as an example of the appeasement of the Committee 
by Hollywood producers the fact that a picture entitled "Behind the Iron 
Curtain* will soon be released and is anti-Ccamunist in character. He 
cited another example of the frightening effect of the Committee* s investi- 
gation the fact that the big "clearing houses" have refused to handle 
Howard Fast's latest novel. 



According to Bessie, in the nine years existence of the House 
Un-American Activities Committee, it has put through only one piece of 
legislation which the supreme Court subsequently declared unconstitutional. 
Bessie told the gathering that the ten writers indicted by the Committee 
and their legal representatives can not see how their indictment can pass 
even the lowest court because it is an abridgment of the rights given them 
by Amendment I of the Constitution. Bessie ended his speech by stating 
that," "We must destroy the Un-American Activities Committee before it 
destroys us." 





the ?CA was planning to ii nance a speajcing trip or John Howard Lawson to^^^ 
_5anJ^aiic^s^o A _Ta^onva 1 Portland, a nd Seattle in December, 1947. Throu£hBB* 
J^^HH^BmmmmmmlHH^^^^lHB it was ascertained that apparently the ^UT 
iiReattle was planur^frffll^HSeting and a reception for Lawson in that . 
city; that Lawson planned to "Be in San Francisco on December U, 1947; and 
that he would make himself available after the speaking engagement on that 
date to help the San Francisco Chapter solve any of its problems concerning 
the Arts, Sciences, and Professions Council of FCA and would meet with a small 
group of their leaders for this purpose. 



> 



In a full page advertisement called "An Open Letter to the 
Motion Picture Industry* published in the December 13, 1947, issue of the 
"Hollywood Reporter", the National Arts, Sciences, and Professions Council 
of PCA announced the organizing of a Film. Division of PCA in Southern 
California, charging that "the motion picture industry, in its frightened 
haste to fire the ten writers and directors cited for contempt as a result 
of a hearing which denied to then their constitutional rights, sets a 
pattern of purge and blacklist violating our fundamental concepts and 
decency." 

The cosraunlst influence in the Progressive Citizens of America 

in Los Angelos was indicated by the fact that the Executive director of 
the Southern California Chapter Is Bert Viitt. Witt has been identified 
as a member of the Communist Party as of May, 1947, in that he is a member 
of the 58th Assembly District Branch in Los Angeles. According to this 
source, Witt has been a member of the Party for nine years. 

In the same headquarters with Witt, is George Pepper, the Executive 
Director of the Arts, Sciences and Professions Council of the FCA. Pepper 
has been identified as a Comnmnist through a most highly confidential and 
reliable source. 

Previous investigation has shown that Pepper has been a particularly 
close contact of John Howard Lawson and in the past he was very active in 
- such groups as the Hollywood Democratic Committee and Hollywood Independent 
Citizens Committee of the Arts, Sciences and Professions. 

On a recent list of the nominations to the Board of Directors of 
the PCA for 1948, it is noted that five of the so-called "unfriendly 19* 
are included, namely: John Howard Lawson, Larry parka, Irving Pichel, 
Adrian Scott and Da It on Trumbo. On this list of nominees also appeared 
the names of Charles Katz and Ben Uargolis, both of whom were associated 
with the "unfriendly 19" as defense attorneys and legal advisers. These 
individuals have been identified as Conaunists through a most highly 
confidential and delicate source. 

laws on, Scott, Trumbo and Parks above mentioned also have been 
identified by a most highly confidential and reliable source as Communists. 
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* National EroaacastTn^ToflpH^Tnd a member of trie Los AngeJ.es Communist 
I Party in 1946 and 1947, advised on December 10, 1947, that the PCA was 
< quite active at present and was circulating petitions for the establish- 

1 ment of a third political party in this country. Sue to the "heat" on Comnu- 

I nist activities, many of these petitions were being secretly circulated 

- among persona in the entertainment industry. Also due to the same reasons, 

- the "boys in the cell," that is, Communis to, had been warned to avoid 

■ political issues as much as possible but to support the PCA, the Committee 

! , for the First Amendment, and other similar organizations which might be used 

| to further the Communist Party cause, which in this locality is almost 

100% fighting the House Un-American Activities Committee, supporting the 

: position of the so-called "unfriendly 10 witnesses," and attempting to 

establish the aforementioned third party. 

ras of the opinion that the Progressive Citizens of 
America was Communist-inspired. This opinion was based u pon the reference 
to the fCA in closed Communist meetings wbichf^fl^^HVhad attended in the 
early part of this year. He said the director^^^nese meetings were 
careful not to say outright that the PCA was a Communist organization, but 
they always referred to the PCA as "our organic a tion* without exception, 
whereas organizations like the Committee for the First Amendment were referred 
to in a different manner, namely, discussions were held as to how the latter 
organization mi^ht be used to further their cause, giving the inference that 
- they had not originally inspired or set up the Committee for the First Amend- 

j menti, 

i 

i ■ 

"Undoubtedly," 3aid H|HHf "* group of Communists followed 
by the left wing faction of tneoTaToIlywood Independent Citizens Committee 

* of the Arts, Sciences and Professions, had organized the Hollywood Council 

* of the Arts, Sciences and professions Division of the PCA, specifically to 

"-j direc^Communist Party activity under the guise of a political organization." 

| ^le^^lv* >ad 110 ^-^ther proof other than expressed above at the present time. 

i _ 

* The Actors' Laboratory 

The Actors' Laboratory has undertaken to produce a new play 
f entitled "Declaration" written by Janet and Philip Stevenson. According to 
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a most reliable and confidential source, these two individuals were memoers 
of the Cultural Section of the Cotnraunist Party in Hollywood in 1944 and 1945. 
Virginia bright, drama editor of the Los Angeles "Daily News' 1 , recently devoted 
a column to this play, its cast, and to the Actors' Laboratory in general, in 
which she described it as a "significant vehicle" and a production which may 
rival New Tork stage productions. 

The play is said to involve the alien and sedition laws of early 
American days, which are referred to as "the first attack on civil liberties 
i in America". Actor Lloyd Gough, who has been identified as a Communist by 
a former confidential informant, ffl ^ a3 of 1946, is to 

play the lead which will be the r^^^^^^WM^^^^WsonT Other stars in 
this production are to be Korris Carnovski and Roman Bohnen, both of whom 
have been identified as Communists by a most highly confidential and delicate 
source* 



Civil Rights Congress 

The local leadership of the Civil Rights Congress in Los Angeles 
is under the complete influence of the Communist Party. The ??xecutive 
Director in Los Angeles is William R. Bidner. Bidner has been identified 
as a Commu nist and one of its most activ e cocrad es by Confidential inforiLant 

__ [ omcunist Party 

Headquarters in los Arigeies. This organization has consistently defended 
the Communist Party and Communist causes in the Los Angeles area. 



Through| 

it was ascertained that wiiiiam burner irequently contacts the Hollyveo< 
headquarters of the Progressive Citizens- of America (PCA) and confers with 
Bert 7/itt and George Pepper of that organization, isitt is the Southern 
California Director of the FCA, while Pepper is Executive Secretary of the 
Arts, Sciences and Professions Council of PCA. pepper and his group in 
recent weeks have been particularly active in support of the so-called 
"unfriendly ten" film writers presently under indictment at Washington, D. C, 
for contempt of Congress as a result of the recent hearings of the Un-American 
Activities Committee. 

It may be noted that the purpose of the Civil Rights Congress has 
been to defend Gerhard t Bisler, Eugene Dennis, and the stand taken by the 




"unfriendly nineteen** ultnessea before Congress* 




>n January jj, 1948, an Agent or the Los Angeles Office iearm 

one of the current activities of the Civil Bights Congress is the 
effort in cooperation -with other organizations to have the House Un-American 
Comittee abolished. It was learned from Bidner that the. Civil Rights 
Congress organization in Los Angeles stands squarely behind the ten Holly- 
wood film writers, and he strongly urged a letter writing campaign to 
Congressmen and to Attorney General Clark demanding the dropping of the 
current prosecution of the film writers in Washington. He pointed out that 
letters, telegrams, and even telephone calls to the Attorney General would 
be most effective. 



It was further learned that the Civil Rights Congress la trying 
to mobilize public opinion behind Congressman Sabath's House Resolution 
No. 46 to abolish the House Committee on Un-American Activities. According 
to Bidner, the Civil Rights Congress is coming out in the immediate future 
with a letter which will be widely distributed and urging the passage of 
the Sabath Amendment. 



Bidner further advised that the local CIO is coming out with 
ICO, COO leaflets against the dismissal of certain film writers in Hollyrrood 
by their studios because of their refusal to testify before the House 
Committee .and their resulting contempt charges. 



Independent progressive Party ( IFP) 

The Independent Progressive Party of California is presently 
engageb in an all out effort to obtain the signatures of the necessary 
276,000 qualified voters on 




local Communist Party organization. 



ywood and the 



The local headquarters of the IPP are at 426 South Spring Street, 
Los Angeles, and the leadership of the IPP, in both the state headquarters 



at San Francisco and the local office at Loe Angelas, ia said to be coo- 
pletely Comnunist dominated. The San Francisco Office has been advised by 
its informant! that Hugh Bryson, Chairman of the State Organizing Committee 
of the IP?, ia a Communist Party member in San Francisco* In Loa Angelas, 
one Harper Fouls on ia the Southern Director of the Organizing Committee of 
the IPP, while Ruth Slade is Petition Campaign Manager. Fouls on is a member 
of the local Comnunist Party in Los Angeles according to a most highly 
confidential and reliable source* Past investigation of Ruth Slade has 
revealed considerable evidence of her Party affiliation* 

The IP? in Los Angeles County is organized in each Congressional 
District* In a recent issue of the organization's publication, "The Pro- 
gressive Citizen", there were listed the names of individuals in each Con- 
gressional District to be contacted for information concerning the IP?. It 
is interesting to note that six of these nine individuals are revealed by 
a most highly confidential and delicate source to be current members of the 
Los Angeles County Communist Party. 

Los Angeles Confidential Inf ormantS p a local 

functionary of the C canonist Party in Los AngeIes^na^T!aviseath&t the Ccmfuinist 
Party is solidly behind the Third Party movement and held a meeting on October 
12, 19-47, at Los Angeles for the purpose of planning and advancing the drive 
for the Third Party. At this meeting, Ned Sparks, top functionary of the 
local Communist Party, told the meeting that a Third fferty is needed and that 
this- party is the IPP. He further said that the Third party will force a better 
party on the Democrats which will aid in getting people out to vote for they 
-will then feel that there is some purpose in going to the polls, and that the 
unions generally are in support of the Third party although there had been 
no public announcement by the heads of the A. F. of L. or CIO up to that time. 

On December 17, 1947, the IPP held a mass rally at the Shrine 
Auditorium in Los Angeles at which an appeal for funds for a campaign to get 
the new party's candidates on the California ballot this year was made. As 
reported by the "Hollywood Citizens News 11 for December 18, 1947, Herbert 
Blberman and Albert Malts, Hollywood film writers who were two of the "un- 
friendly* witnesses before the House Un-American Activities Committee, were 
among the announced donors* 

Principal speaker at the mass rally was New Tork Councilman Eugene ' 
Connolly, member of the American Labor Party in New fork City. Connolly is 
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reported to have told the 1*117 that the "defense of the Communist Party 
is an essential part of the defense of civil rights...." In hie speech, 
Connolly strongly took {resident Truman to task for his Loyalty Check 
Program end blasted the House Committee on Un-American Activities for in- 
vestigating Communism in Hollywood, He further urged that nor* people like 
Tito Jfercentonio and Helen Gahagan Douglas be sent to Congress* 



Americans for Democratic Action 

This organization has received considerable publicity indicating 
that it is distinguished from other liberal groups, particularly the PCA, 
by the fact th&t it has adopted a resolution to the effect that Conoinists can 
not hold office in it and are not desired as members of the organization. 
However, Americans for Democratic Action did run a large advertisement in the 
"Hollywood Reporter" and "Variety* — the ad in the "Reporter" on October 11, 
1947, and in "Variety" on October 15, 1947 — in which ADA criticized the 
House Un-American Activity Committee hearings. The subhead line far this ad- 
vertisement reads "Unless you conduct your hearings in the American tradition 
of fair play for all witnesses and tolerance for all viewpoints, you will 
injure both Hollywood and your committee". 

The tenor of the body of this ad was to the effect that a democratic 
system does not fear ideas and because cultural freedom "is so basic and 
- meaningful,. Americans for Democratic Action view with deep concern any move 
that narrows the realm of cultural liberty and imprisons the imagination of 
writers and artists. Opposing Communists no less vehemently than we resist 
'fascism, we are determined to combat with equal vigor any attempt to impose 
the kind of mental strait Jacket which stifles culture under dictatorship" • 

This ad is signed as f ollowsi "Leon Henderson, Chairman of the 
Executive Committee, Americans for Democratic Action. Uelvyn Douglas, 
Chairman, California Organizing Committee, ADA". 



National Lawyers Guild 

The Motion Picture trade magazine "Variety" in its issue October 3(J, 
1947, reproduced a telegram sent by Western Union to the President of the United 
State* on October 29, 1947, signedj "Hollywood - Beverly Hills Chapter, 
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National Lawyers Guild, Sam Houston Allen -> Chairman" . Ibis telegram is 
quoted as follows: 

"AS LAWYERS SWORN TO UPHOLD THE CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATBS, 
INCLUDING THE FIRST AMENDMENT YrtUCH GUARANTEES TO ALL MEN THE 
EIGHT TO THEIR OVTO SOCIAL. ECONOMIC. POLITICAL AND RELIGIOUS 
VIEWS FREE FRQtf OFFICIAL miUlSITION, WE REAFFIRM THE FOLLOWING 
HtlNCIFWS* THAT AN ACCUSED HAS THE RIGHT TO CONFRONT AND CROSS- 
EXAMINE HIS ACCUSERS; THAT THERE IS A SACRED PRIVILEGE GUARDING 
THE CONFIDENTIAL RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN LAWYER AND CLIENT. UB 
DEFLCftB THE BRANDING AS SUBVERSIVE OF THE GREAT ENTERTAINMENT 
INDUSTRY AND ITS ffiOPLE BY UNCHALLENGED HEARSAY AND RUmCR. TSE 
FEAR THE THGKAS-RANKIN COlSC'ITEE HAS NO COfCtfT OF A TRIBUNAL 
ESTABLISHED AND CONDUCTED IN THE AMERICAN riAY. kE ARE JROUD THAT 
THERE HAVE ALwAYS BEEN AND STILL ARE MEN WITH COURAGE TO IEFY 
THOSE YJHO ffOULD ABANDON THE TrdUJITIQNAL AMERICAN IDEAL OF 
JUSTICE AND FAIR HAY. URGE YOU TOO KR. PRESIDENT TO SPSAK 
OUT AGAINST THE UNHIECEDENTED PRACTICES OF THIS COMMITTEE." 

It should be noted that according to a highly confidential and 
reliable source, Sam Houston Allen is a member of the Hollywood Section, 
Los Angeles County Communist Party; also, Robert IV. Kenny, one of the 
principal attorneys defending the "unfriendly nineteen", is President of 
the National lawyers Guild. 



"Mobilization for Democracy" 

On November 9, 1947, a rally was held at the Shrine Auditorium 
in Los Angeles, which was called the "Stop Operation »<itch Hunt", under the 
sponsorship of the captioned organization. The main speakers were 0. John 
Rogge, former Assistant Attorney General, and Howard Fast, the author. The 
meeting was also sponsored bj the CIO United Rib lie Workers and the AFL 
State, County and ilunicipel Workers Local 558. 

Robert "J. Kenny, former Attorney General of the State of California, 
chaired the meeting. He opened with the remark that J. Frrnell Thomas was 
the "hatchet man for democracy*. He further commented as follows j "A movie ' 
like 'The Best Years of Our lives* could not be produced in the future If the 
Thomas Coaii.t-=e continued to function. At the Washington hearings- the tables 
were turned so that the accused became the accuser 1 *. He stands for "a screen 



2 "free of Intimidation, » and stated that "a freej screen means screen equality 

| for all". 

'I He had just returned from the "seat of government" (with emphasis 

■I on tiie word "seat"). He said he could now see why Washington was known as 

! the "seat of government'' as the word "seat* was very significant. (This 

.:. brought a big laugh from the audience.) He called for all, persons pressnt 

to let their Federal Congressmen know that they stood for the abolition of 
the Thomas-Rankin Committee (House Committee on Un-American Activities headed 
- t by J. ffernoll Thomas), and request that they stand up in Congress and let other 

-| members know that they stand for the abolition of this kind of action. 

* ~ > 

He stated that the first stone in a erect cemetery. is now in the 
making if the Thaaas-^ankin Committee is not abolished. They (Thomas Com- 
mittee and who they represent) profit by the loss of the civil rights of 
the people. "The Thomas C omr.il ttee got on first base in the last two weeks. 
i whether or not they score any runs depends on you people ♦" He ended this 

I portion of his preliminary comment by stating that the National Association 

of Manufacturers was an enemy of democracy. 

Kenny introduced 0* John rtogge as a former Assistant United States 

• - Attorney General. 0. John Rogge began his speech by stating that ha was from 
■. Illinois, and further stated that he would talk about freedom. He stated 

. 1 that reaction is more terrifying now than ever before and monopolies are 

\ ■ having a field day. After World War I, we had the ralmer hed Raids. Vie are 

■i making the~'same mistake after ^Torld War II, according to Rogge. As an example, 

he stated that now have the Truman Layalty Order of March 22, 1947. "Today 
j we are headed' in the direction of a Fascist police state. The Taft-Hartley 

Act is a step in the direction of a Fascist state." Big business is making 
v more money "on the people" than ever before. The meat packers are making so 

* much money that they are afraid to put out a statement showing their profits. 

* The Truman Loyalty Check Program is government for the few at the expense of 

* the many. "Truman is the best water boy big business has ever had." 



He illustrated this point by indicating numerous advisers and - 
Cabinet members of the Truman Administration, in each case pointing out Ma 
past experience in big business. Some of them were as follows: 

James Forrestal, former member of Dillon, Reed & Company, New Torkj 
William H. Draper, formerly with Dillon, Reed 4 Company; 

\ 
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Arthur S- Burrows, formerly with Sears-Roebuck; 
Louis If. Douglas, formerly with an insurance company j 
Eugene Black, formerly with the Chase National Bank, New York; 
Leo N- Wiggins, President of the Bankers Association. 

He closed his list with the comment, "Vihat a roster! Truman 
obviously has a cartel outlook rather than a philosophy of abundance. Truman' a 
advisers have pointed out to him, first, the necessity of war with Russia 
and, second, the destruction of the civil liberties of the people.* 

According to the Thomas Committee, the Executive Board of the 
Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee Committee is under attack because they have given 
aid to Franco and because opposition to Franco Spain is un-American. 

Rogge said the Thomas Committee is being used for political 
purposes. They used the Comaittee to oust former Governor Olson of California 
and to get liberal commentators off the air, such as Johannes Steel and 
Raymond Gram Swing. IT the Thomas Committee is successful in imposing 
thought control on the motion picture industry, it will then move on the book 
publishing houses. According to Uogge, the Thomas Committee violates consti- 
tutional amendments 1, 5, 6, 9 and 10. "In my opinion, no one need answer 
questions of the Committee. They should ignore subpoenas and battle them to 
the Supreme Court." 

Rogge told of being an attorney for someone who was picked up by 
the FBI. ' The person was allegedly from the Treasury Deportment and was 
arrested on a change of conspiracy to violate the Espionage Act. In counseling 
his client, he found he had never been to the Russian Embassy and had never 
been a member of a Communist front organization. He told his client to 
answer all questions and be honest, as he was guilty of no violations. 

He believes the Truman Loyalty Check to be the best method of 
engendering fear in government workers. A government worker can be considered 
disloyal by being a member of any organization listed by the Attorney General 
as being subversive. In this* way, the Attorney General of the U. S. has 
control over the economic life of government employees. 

He told of an incident where the loyalty of a government employee 
was being questioned* Prior to losing his position he was given a statement 
to read. In Section Number 1 of the statement, it stated that the charges 



against the person ware confidential* la Section 2, the statement advised 
the accused that he was given five days to answer the charges in Section 1* 
(This brought a big laugh from the audience.) Rogge said, "The best way 
to get along in government today is to be anti-Union, anti-Soviet, and 
just a little bit anti-Semitic ♦» 

He told of a State Department employee, one Jane Anderson, whose 
loyalty has been questioned, Anderson cautioned Rogge against walking with 
her In public as this might lead to his being called a Communist. 

Rogge 1 s advice to farmers is to "raise less com and more hell." 
"People must rise up to win the fight for himvan freedom.* This closed 
Rogge* s speech. 

Robert ff. Kenny commented on Rogge 1 s speech, saying that this 
was the most fighting, courageous speech we have heard in a long time. 
Kenny then announced another number to be sung by People's Songs repre- 
sentatives Goodson and Vale* They sang a selection called "Red Boogie". 

The next speaker, who was announced, was Samuel J. Borland, 
International Representative of the United Public Workers, CIO* In t his 
connection, it should be noted that Confidenti al Informant 

Communis t Party in Los Angeles, provided information that Borland is a" 
member of the Communist Party. 

Berland commented that the Los Angeles Board of Supervisors, ^ 
hot to be outdone by the Thomases and Tenneys, had now undertaken a loyalty 
program. Each county employee is asked to fill out a blank on which are 
listed 150 allegedly subversive organizations compiled by Senator Jack B. 
Tenney> Chairman of the Uh-American Activities Committee in California. 
Berland enumerated a few of the organisations listed as subversive. They 
were* 

Anti-Hearst Examiner 
Citizens Committee for Better Schools 
League of Tfomen Shoppers 
Political Action Committee 
National Committee to Abolish Foil Tax 

\ 

Berland commented that one supervisor said that membership 
in certain organizations would not necessarily give grounds for dismissal 



but would only give grounds for further Investigation. Borland said that 
ha maintained th« committee was not designed to check loyalty out was designed 
to spread terror among county employees, as is the Federal loyalty check. 
"What they want is loyalty to the particular group in power." They fight 
the FEPC and adequate housing far the people. "It is the desire of the 
witch hunters to split those who oppose them. .our struggle is a non-partisan 
fight. The* CIO and A.F. of L. Rib lie Workers have pooled interests in 
fighting the Los Angeles County loyalty checks. 11 He stated that we must 
unite so that the Thomas and Tenney Committee* would be eliminated. 

Three girls then cane on to the stage, one carrying a large picture 
of J. Puxnell Thomas, another a picture of John Rankin, and a third a picture 
of Senator Jack B. Tenney of California. Berland stated that the City Refuse 
Department has a good idea what they would like to cover up the pictures 
with (the audience laughed), but that that rould not give the necessary 
satisfaction. Instead, Berland said they were going to lay the pictures on 
the floor and cover them with money. 

Three resolutions were read and unanimously adopted. Telegrams 
were to be sent. 

1. This telegram requested Truman to withdraw Presidential 
Order No. 9335 (loyalty checks). The loyalty check has put fear in the 
minds of the government employees. 

2. A. similar telegram was to be sent in regard to the county 

employees . 

3. The third was a telegram to be sent to Truman and Attorney 
General Tom Clark. This telegram stated, in effect, "Tic demand the Department 
of Justice cease cooperating with the Un-American Activities Coonittee. 

V<e demand the abolition of the House Committee on Un-American Activities. 
The undersigned (the people at the Shrine Auditorium) support House Rule 46, 
the Sabath Resolution to abolish the House Un-American Activities Coooittee.* 

Robert ff. Kenny then introduced Ho-nard Fast. He stated that he 
had written "Conceived in Liberty," and "Citizen Tom Paine'". He stated that 
his new book, "Story of the Strike," is not published yet because of the fears 
of the book publishers. 
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Fast save an emotional speech, dwelling chiefly on his experience 
with the Thomas Committee. He stated he was examined on two different 
occasions and that he sat through the Committee hearing, at which time the 
outlawing of the Communist Party was considered. In this connection, he 
stated that from his observation Thomas could not be a Communist as he lacked 
first, love of his fellow man; second, dignity 3 and, third, courage. 

Committee for a Free Screen 



QnNove mber 13, 1947, the ^as^ij^^j^isl^^i^l^^S^ll^lS^ 
■BM|M|MM|(P|||^MM|^na^Tff^Hays^wna^wasna^^ 

To^xne'n^InrriencUy witnesses'* who appeared before the Thomas Committee, 
was in contact with a L<r. Kitner (phonetic) of the American Broadcasting 
Company. Hays was requesting Kitner for time on the air for Sunday, November 
16, 1947, in order to present some Congressmen who were to argue against the 
contempt citations of ten of the "unfriendly witnesses" . When Hays intro- 
duced himself to Kitner, he said he represented tho Committee for a Free 
Screen. Kitner advised Hays that he could not grant 'him this time. Through 
this same source, it was ascertained that Hays subsequently contacted !t. 
Whitehead of the Washington "post* advising that he wanted to make a reser- 
vation for the back page of Monday morning* 3 "Post" and when Hays first spoke 
to Mr. Whitehead, he said he represented the Conrnittee for a Free Screen. 
This data is being set out for identification purposes only. It should be 
noted that no further information was received concerning the activities 
of this group. 



The Committee for the First Amendment, also known as The Committee for the 
Preservation of the First Amendment, The Hollywood Committee for thg 
Preservation of the First Amendment, and/or The New York Committee for 
the preservation of the First Amendment 

The Hollywood "Reporter* on October 21, 1947, carried the following 
advertisement announcing the formation of The Committee rfor the first Amend- 
ment 1 

n \le, the undersigned, as American citizens who believe in con- 
stitutional democratic government, are disgusted and outraged by the continuing 
attempt of the House Consnittee on Un-American Activities to smear the notion 
picture industry. 




i "We hold that these hearings are nor ally wrong because » 

i 

j "Any investigation Into the political beliefs of the individual 

i is contrary to the basic principles of our democracy; 

■ "Any attempt to curb freedom of expression and to set arbitrary 
standards of Americanism is in itself disloyal to both the spirit and the 

■ letter of our constitution." 



Confidential Source jH^^^mW^ tna "HI* 8 * Morris Agency advised 
that John Huston was the personwnocontributed the original idea and seemed 
to be most closely associated with this group. Huston told this source 
that it had been his intention to concentrate on his career and retire from 
politics but that the conduct of the hearings in Washington made it impossible 
for him to remain on the sidelines. 

Several meetings were held in Huston's home while the organization 
was being formed. According to this source, Huston personally rec ruited 
Humptoe^Bogart and Lauren 3a call into the movement. According toflf^ 
H^^^^F a Special Service contact of the Los Angeles Office who isnow 
deceased, Huston kept Eogart up all one night until six in the morning 
"getting him all fired up over this thing." This committee indulged in 
considerable publicity, mostly in the Hollywood trade papers. 




stated that alter" tfre witnesses oegan oeing ciled i'or contempt by tne Com- 
mittee, many members of the protesting delegation who had gone to "Sashing ton 
were upset and disturbed because they found they were defending members who 
were actually members of the Communist Party. He stated the Committee for 
the First Amendment was not able to secure many of the big names in Hollywood 
because Olivia DeH-villand and Bette Davis refused to have any part in the 
activity of this group. These two actresses, according to this source, were 
responsible for swinging a great many Hollywood personalities from affiliating 
with the group and the activities of these two actresses in general acted 
as a damper on the promotions! aspects of this group. 

Originally the Committee for the First Amendment started out to 
defend Roosevelt's reputation because the Un-American Committee asked questions 
of certain witnesses as to whether or not they knew that the pictures "Mission 
to Moscow" and "Korth Star" had been made at the instigation of anyone in 
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Washington. The Un-American Committee made no further reference to this 
line of questioning after the first day's hearing, and the liberals who 
had been attracted to Huston's movement became convinced that the Committee 
did not intend to become a n smear Roosevelt* instrument but rather was 
honestly attempting to seek out Communists. 

The Consult tee for the First Amendment intended to swing into the 
defense of Bans Eisler and Carl Uarzani. However, this procedure was 
abandoned because the liberals and front organizations did not join in what 
was thought would be a tremendous mass movement. 

According to this same source, the Hollywood liberals are aware 
of the fact that they have been used by the Communists and many of them are 
lying low as the town is gradually splitting into two gxoups. 

Several radio programs were sponsored by the Committee for the 
First Amendment, according to an article in "Variety* on October 27, 1947, 
and the programs "in general condemned the procedure of the Committee in 
attacking and smearing the picture business. 11 

The same source pointed out that many of the persons prominent 
in the motion pictures are * politically naive*, and many of them were sur- 
prised to learn that some of the unfriendly witnesses were actually identified 
as Communist Party members. This source had been in telephonic communication 
with some of the -Committee for the First Amendment people who flew to 
Washington "in protest against the hearings, and this source pointed out 
that "certain members of the delegation and a lot of people in the delegation 
are shocked," and that some of them wished they had not made the trip. The 
source went on that certain members of this Committee were spreading the rumor 
in Hollywood to the effect that the Thomas Committee is practically an instru- 
ment of the Catholic Church, that Thomas is a Roman Catholic, and that church 
circles in New Jersey have brought pressure to bear, which accounts for the 
Thomas Committee hearings. 

Informantfl Continued that Billy Wilder is pro-English 

and anti -French. Wi?o«radmirea the Socialistic experiment in England, and has 
expressed his antipathy toward the French people of late since the recent 
elections in which De Gaulle signified great political strength, wilder, as 
has been pointed out above, has been active in the Committee for the First 
Amendment. 



with 





Screan writer ■ psaid that be la 

r:ottS^^^WorgeGershwin, deceased, 
^characterized the latter as one or the laziesi 
a said ■Ira just hates to more*. The fact that Gershwin 
took the plane toTfaahington to protest the hearings, along with Bogart, was 
significant to W ■jecausei^stowed that s cue one was patting a great 
deal of preasur^cSwuS. In *J ■opinion, Lee Gershwin, Ira's wife, 

is a member of the Communist rl 
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ml on that Mrs. William Wyler, whose husband worked 
closely win^TOlWfisTBSrin the formation of the Committee for the First 
Amendment, gave $8000 to the Committee to further its work* 

_ urnished a telegram addressed to his wife, 

ted October 24, 1947, which read as follows: 

"THIS INDUSTRY IS N0;V DIVIDING AGAINST ITSKtf . UNITY 
KUST BE RECAPTURED CR ALL OF US WILL SUFFER FCR YEARS 
TO COffi. YOUR AID IS REQUIRED IN THIS CRUICiU. iiOteNT. 
H£ASS 3E AT 1021 N. ROXBURI DRIVE, BSVERLY HHIS, TONIGHT, 
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 24, AT 8 j 30 P.M. THIS IS ilORB BlfORTANT 
THAN ANY PICTURE XOU 2V*R iiAIE." /s/ JOHN HOUSTON, 
ViILLlAil ftXLcH, BILLY VilLDER. " 

The Washington "Star 11 of October 25, 1947, carried an article 
captioned "Red Probe 'Hostile Witnesses 1 Prepare to Answer Accusers*. 
This article referred to the activities of the Committee for the First 
Amendment, which it stated was aided by Director William Wyler and John 
Huston, It indicated that this Committee planned a broadcast entitled 
"Hollywood Fights Back" for that evening on local radio station WUAL at 
8:00 p.m. According to the announcement in the press, the Committee planned 
to send a group of 40 to Washington in a chartered plane to protest the 
investigation of the Un-American Activities Committee. According to the 
article, the principal objection of this group was directed at Chairman 
J. F&rnell Thomas, who refused to permit cross -examination of witnesses 
at the hearing. 

This same newspaper on October 26, 1947, announced that 13 Holly- 
wood personages, members of the Committee for the First Amendment, had 
completed arrangements to fly by chartered plans from Hollywood to ,iashington, 
0. C. to protest the House Committee's investigation of Communism in Hollywood* 




Those who announced their intention of making the trip, according to the 
article, were as follows! Humphrey Bogart, Lauren Bacill, Faul Henreid, 
Evelyn Keyes, Richard Conte, June Havoc, John F&yne, Canny Kaye, Ira 
Gershwin, Jisrsha Hunt, Sterling Hayden, Larry Adler, Jane 7*yatt, Directors 
John Huston and Joe Cistron, and Writers Sheridan Gibney, Arthur Kober and 
Sheppard Strudwick. 

Another plane bearing ten other theatrical people was scheduled 
to leave New York for Washington. In this group, the Committee said would 
be j Paul Draper, Louis Calhern, Mrs. Edward 0. Robinson, Helen Hayes, 
Charles XacArthur, John Garfield, Kathryn De Mille, Ruth Gordon, Moss Hart, 
and Gar son Kenin. 

In an article in the Mew York "Times" of October 27, 1947, captioned 
"Stars Fly to Fight Inquiry Into Fains", it was indicated that the Coandttee 
for the First Amendment claimed 135 members from Hollywood and that this 
Committee described itself as a "non-political organization campaigning only 
for honesty, fairness and the accepted rights of any American citizen." 

This article in referring to the broadcast of the Committee, which 
was a half hour paid proi-raa over the American Broadcasting Company's stations, 
reflected that approximately thirty film stars and other Hollywood figures 
were supported in the criticism of the House Committee by four Democratic 
Senators, namely, Slbert D. Thomas of Utah, Barley 14. Kilgore of West Virginia, 
. Claude repper of Florida, and Glen H- Taylor of Idaho. 

The keynote in the broadcast was offered by Jiyrna Loy, who declared: 
"tfe question the right of Congress to ask any man what he thinks on political 
issues ." 

John Huston, film producer and director, chided the Committee with 
haying produced in nine years only one piece of legislation to counter sub- 
versive activity "and that was rejected as ■unconstitutional." 

Senator Thomas called the Committee's methods "unholy". Senator 
Kilgore cautioned listeners against taking at its face value the "red paint 
splashed by the Committee." Senator Taylor declared, "I intend to battl* 
this Un-American Committee to a standstill." 



Judy Garland, In summation, urged people to write to Congress 
in protest Against the inquiry* 

The other people referred to in the broadcast were Walter Wanger 
and William Vfyler, producers; Arthur Garfield Hays, New lork lawyer; Dr. 
Harlow Shapley, director of the Harvard Observatory; Archibald MacLeish, 
poet; and Deems Taylor, president of the American Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers. 

The article in the New Tork •Times* also carried the names of 
the following who were to fly to Washington to protest the House Cosndttee's 
investigation, in addition to those naiaes previously mentioned as appearing 
in the Washington "Star"* Actress Geraldine Brooks and actor Gene Kelly; 
writer Robert Ardrey and Melvln Frank; production executives David Hopkins, 
Ernest Pascal, Jules Buck and Robert Fresnell. 

The "Daily Worker" carried an article on the ^7th of October 
captioned "Stars Urge People to Rap Snoopers", which referred to the activities 
of the Committee for the First Amendment and in particular to the radio 
broadcast of October 26. In addition to the individuals previously re- 
ferred to as having taken part in this broadcast, this article also reflected 
that the following individuals also had a part in the broadcasts Actresses 
Uargaret SuXLavan, Florence Eld ridge, Lauren 3a call, June Hsver, and Faulette 
Goddard; actors Keenan Wynn, John Beal, Edward G» Robinson, Paul Henreid, 
Fredric Ucrch, Join Garfield, Humphrey Bogart, Charles Boyer, Danny Kaye, 
Peter Lorre, Richard Conte, Norman Corwin, and Vincent Mee; radio comedian 
Henry Morgan; and Audie ifiirphy, former soldier and present film actor. 

Others whose support to the broadcast was announced were Katharine 
Hepburn, Spencer Tracy, Eddie Cantor, Ethel Barrymore, Gregory Peck, James 
Stewart, Rita Hsyworth and Frank Sinatra. 

According to the information furnished by ■[ | the following 

individuals composed the New York Committee for the Preservation of the First 
Amendments ~ 



Jerome Chodorov Minerva Pious Leonard Bernstein 

Moss Hart Agnes De Mills Harold Home 

George Sam Kaufman Phil Loeb Louis Calhern 



Cheryl Crawford 
Uta Hagen 
Canada Lett 
Paul Stewart 
Paul Draper 
Oscar Serlin 



Julius Epstein 
Philip Epstein 
Erwin Shaw 

Mrs. Edward G. Robinson 
Daniel Saidenberg 
Bernice Parks 



It will be recalled separate memoranda were prepared on all of the 
above individuals tith the exception of Bernice Parks and Daniel Saidenberg, 
concerning whom no pertinent public so urce informati on was available. These 
memoranda were prepared for the use of j 

On December 3, 1947, ^^^^^^Hui vised she had become cognizant 
of Communist infiltration into W^or^^Kation known as the Committee for 
the First Amendment, which grew out of a group organized to protest the 
House CoOTidtteehear^TSjand who originally called themselves "Kollywocd 
Fights Back* 1 . tH^^H|^Rbelieved the Committee for the First Amendment 
was inspired b^^^^^^^^fi "liberal 11 group and non-Communists. However, 
it has recently been learned by observation and information developed that 
a person believed to be a Communist was very influential behind the scenes 
in directing policy for this organization. Ihis individual is identical with 
Jane Strudwick, also known as Jane Mead, "who had been directing policy behind 
the scenes far the American Veterans temittee. 

liead has been identified to the Los Angeles Office as a member 
of the Communist Party by a highly confidential and delicate source. 



in speaking of ^a^^^^ndividuals who had gone to Washington 
to protest the hearings, ^^^^BH°f the '.Villi am I' orris Agency recalled 
that Danny Kaye was uiidec^Ra^nether or not to make the trip until he was 
pressured at a dinner by John Huston. Sylvia Fine, Danny Kayo's wife, told 
HpfUiat she had attempted to argue Danny out of going, and she discussed 
with^J^Hier regret that Danny was intent upon accompanying Bogart to 
Washington. She explained tKat their marital relations had -cone to the point 
where any stand she took was just the opposite of what Danny would ultimately 
wind up doing. In an attempt to convince him of the folly of his plan, she 
had his agent, his lawyer and his public relations man advise him that going 
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to Washington was an unwise more. However, at the dinner, John Huston 
publicly challenged Kaye about taking the trip and said something about 
"Ron ember what happened in Germany. People were afraid to take a stand." 

In speaking of Danny Xaye and Humphrey Bogart, Blayney Matthews, 
Plant Superintendent at Warner Brothers Studios, said that the studio has 
contracts calling for one picture a year front each of the two above named, 
and that the management was extremely concerned about what to do with these 
contracts because the public Is thoroughly aroused concerning these person- 
alities among others. 

The Los Angeles Office advised that it was the general opinion 
at the Fox Studios that the persons who went to Washington to protest the 
activities of the Committee, including Bogart, 3acall, et al, were very 
much frightened because of their ill advised actions, and there was further 
a general sentiment that these perso:» have hurt themselves in the box 
office. In this connection, it should be noted that Bogart and Bacall both 
openly repented for their actions in the press and indicated that their 
activities with this group were ill advised. 

An advertisement appeared in the Hollywood "Reporter" on Monday, 
December 15, 1947, signed by the Freedom from Fear Committee. According 
to the Los Angeles Office, 'The freedom from Fear Committee'* has been formed 
to take up where the Committee for the First Jtaendmen^lef^off. This infor- 
- matipn was reported by Confidential Informant V|^H|^^^^B screen writer 
and critic. This advertisement was signed by tn^^WHWISials representing 
the Conndttee. and incLided the following: Richard Collins, Gordon Kahn, 
Howard Koch, Lewis tfilestone, Irving Pichel, Larry parks, Robert Rossen and 
Waldo Salt. 

Of the above, Collins, Xahn, Parks, Rossen and Salt are members 
of the Communist Party, according to a most higily confidential and delicate 
source. 

The address given for the group was 6674 Yucca Street, Los Angeles 28, 
California, telephone Gladstone 4141* This is the telephone number listed 
under the name of Herbert Biberman, motion picture director who has been identi- 
fied as a member of the Communist Party through a most highly confidential and 
delicate source. 
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The advertisement is quoted belowt 

"TIRED? JITTER!? SLEEPING BADLY? 

Find out The Reason, Test Yourself I Here Are 10 Questions: 

If you score 25, you«re in the danger zone 1 Score 5 # for each YES answer. 

1* Are you nervous about whom you sit with in the commissary? 
2. Are you thinking about changing your name? Are you disturbed 

because you are a Jew? A Catholic? A Union or Guild member? A 

free lias on? 

3» Are you haunted by your past? Remember? Your fourth vote for 

Roosevelt? The ambulance you helped 3 end to Republican Spain? Your 
signature to protest against lynching s down South? 

4* Are you giving up that idea for a story? Or changing a scene - 
just a little? 

5. Are you thinking you'd better drop your subscription to: The 
Nation? Consuonweal? New Republic? The Protestant? The New 
Masses? The New Yorker? In Fact? The Herald-Tribune? F!J? 

6«. Do you .think you hear a strange click every time you pick up your 
phone? 

7. Are you thinking of hiding any of your bocks in your incinerator? 

8. Do you think about the future safety of your children - when you 
lie awake nights? 

9* Do you experience mixed feelings at the news that England has 
offered sanctuary to political refugees from the American motion 
picture industry? 
10. DO YOU THINK YOU ARE SAFE FRQtt BLACKLISTS? 

"If your score on the above questions alarms you, YOU must take action 
now! You must support the i.9 who are testing in the courts the right 
of any official, hi^h or petty, to prescrice what shall be orthodox in 
politics, religion or other matters of opinion* 



"The rights of the 19 as citizens are rights. Any abridgement of 

their liberties is an abridgement of your sacred rights to live and 
think as a free American. This is a legal fight* It costs money! It 
affects you J 

"Copies of this page are available to you if jou mat to check your 
friends ." 

On the next pege of the "Reporter" is a quarter page advertisement 
captioned, "Freedom From Fear," and asking the question, "Fed Up With the 
'bi-partisan* attack on the film industry— on your basic American liberties? 
Hi-;iui IS YOUR LL.if.jAi Build the Independent Progressive Jfcrty to unite all 

liberals in defease of our American liberty n This ad st&tes that the 

following people will appear as speakers; £ugene Connolly, IT. j£. City 
CounciL-aan, A&<:ric^ Leber Pai'ty leader; Sidney Jones, Or., whom the ad stages 
is a prociinent negro attorney, leader of the Chicago Progressive Party, and 
Secretary of the Cook County Bar Association; Hugh Bryson, President, ifcrine, 
Cooks and Ste^rards; Chairman of the Independent Progressive Fferty Organizing 
Committee; Dr. Francil Tovmsend of the Townsend Flan; Harper tf. roulson, 
Chairman, Association of Veteran Home Buyers; Director, Southern California 
hegion, Independent Progressive ftirty. 

This ad states that a ueeting will be held at the Shrine Auditorium 
in Los Angeles, December 17, 1947, at 8s00 P.W., and that information and 
tickets can be obtained at the Independent Progressive Party of America, 
£26 South Spring Street, Los Angeles. 



According to Confidential Ihf ormajlt HH|^B^^H screen writer, 
these ads appearing on consecutive peges in tn^lcllywoo^'Ifeporter" were 
an indication to him that the Progressive Citizens of America and the Freedom 
From Fear Committee were one and the same. 
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Th* Motors iAbonrtory " . J--* \; V . ^^S*" ' '.SC*^ 

Dorlac tb« mlr of Fwbmsry, 19**, the Ct&iferi* Legislative 
Committee investigating un-asmrlean ictiriUM, ccemwnly called the Tenney 
Committee, held a three day Hearing in Los Angeles which Hearing included an 
Investigation of the Actors Laboratory in Hollywood. The Actors Laboratory i» * 
related to the fcotion Picture Industry inasmuch as some of the individuals prom- 
inent in the activities of that group are also prominent in the Koticn picture - 
Industry. Thv .Voters Laboratory' is further used as a rvsr^yLtia^ gj^uitd sj ias 
Motion Picture Industry. im :t; 

Folloninc the Hearing Tenney Chirac terized the Actors laboratory as a 
Coeununist front group and stated as follows? 

"The Bearing showed that there is no doubt about the Communist character .. 
of the Actors laboratory theater. The actions of witnesses connected — ■ 
with the tti eater were no re elocuer.t than any admission of Co^r»uilical• ,, 

.kiion w the individuals "who vrere subpoenaed to testify before the Tenney 
CouLiittee were PHI Lee, Hose Holurt, homan Eohnou, and J. ad~ard Lromberg. All 
of the above individuals with the exception of Hobart have been identified as 
acjiberl of the Communist Party, and Hobart has been identified as sympathetic to 
the Ooanunist cause. 

Following the Contuittee Hearings, the xtors Laboratory and its members 
and supporters started a propaganda and pressure campaign against the Investiga- 
tive Committee. Included in this pressure campaign -sas -x full i*/e advsrti 
by the California Theater Council in a Hollywood trade paper rtiich praised the 
Actors Iabcratcry. This advertisement contained the names of approximately l£Q 
signers -who were in favor of the .xtors laboratory. , -Jean;; this list of signers 
nere at least 36 individuals dencerniac whom the W KplM Office has doc**~ .'- 
centary evidence of present or "past Coroauniat larty affiliation. ' » 

V/ith reference te the California Theater Council mentioned above, the 
rwbruary 17, 1?L3 issue of Tarlety announced that a nee; group liad bmrnm formed with 
headquarters at 11*55 Worth Laurel & venue la. BeJU^pocd which ajt same address \m. 
the headquarters of the actors Laboratory. This advertisement announced the world 
premiere of the play "Declaration 11 by Janet and Philip Jtevenson followed by * 
meeting at which it was voted unanimously to set up the California Theater Council 
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for the parpoe* of fighting the in^sstlcvU^ of the «e%er» UUe r aUMj by " 
Tenney Ccezaittee. lb* announced purpose of the group to fl£nt any enfrr^fb- 
■ent upon the TbsaUr the Teaney OflKitte* or taj other CoaeIUm. r j-, 

Thlr advertisement by Uw California Theater PnwiH Mt ftwtn * t*U * 
gran which had purportedly been received froa Bew Xorfr City supporting the Theater 
Council's fieht a -ainst the Tenaey Coerittee. The advertisement also contained a 
plea to readers to send letters and telegrams of protest to the Governor of Cali- 
fornia protesting the .Teaney OowLttee investigation of the actors laboratory- i* 
i^iLcative^^h^cjTOnis^^nsDi^^ Theater Council, an 

irSarri^TA .^^K^^^^ffjj^^^^gt^g^g^K^f Te?0T t^d tfcit :&ry 3*1 1» 
a known Ccm^!ru^^KK^Wi^^^fS^^^^9I^^^^^^SKp^zh^ neetinj at tbe 
Laboratory following which the California Theater Council was organized. 




On Uarch 25, 19b 8, the Actors Laboratory announced the 5est Coast 
of a play entitled "All Uy Sons" which was written by Arthur XlHer of Hew *bik ^ 

City which play would be^in at the Las lalaas Theater in Los Angeles on lAirch 25, 
l?li8. Among the cast of this play were Georgia Backus, Roaan Bohnen, Lloyd Bridges 
and Georjp 7yne. All o£ thtsa individuals havs been identified as ^eJibers of the 
Communist party, and Arthur lliller, the author, has also bven iuur.ti fi^d as a 
Co i.iunist I arty aeaber by* the I.'aw Xorfc Division of the Bureau. 

_^lso in connection with the ..ctors Laboratory, Los ^ageles informant 
,_ r _ r ^^^^^^_ h^s advised that the organisation in the c_sl hue been classl- 
Led bj 1 CHe^ffflSfcry Depart :nent is an organisation, donations -to TEiicfc ars tax 
ex^apt on the part of the doaor3. This inforaant reported in. May of 19b8 that 
he* had been actively attempting to get tho Actors Laboratory removed froa the 
Treasury Department *s tax exception list and in this connection had contacted 
Senator Joseph Ea.ll. Senator Ball advised the inf omant that the Treasury De- 
partnent was conducting an investi ration of the Laboratory, if it is found to 
be subversive, it will be removed froia the tax exertion list* ^ 

Americans for Saapcratic action 




This ^roup is considered as an anti<-COK5unist organization and has a _ 
re^-ulation prohibiting aa;n.bership in toe orjantxaticn to individuals who are .V 
members of the Coa .unist P-rty. ^ . 

Ho?r?vsr, Los An ;cl9S i:ifomantfl|^^^Hp^|in ^rll of l&S repcrted^ 

that it rvts his opinion that although the^or^n^afionclaias to be a 'liberal 
group with no affiliations rith the Comtunist Arty, that he suspects that the 
reverse may be true. He pointed out that the official literature of the organic ionv 

" / ■ 
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has stata^L thct It will not encourage antl-Cnnnljt opposition #r * ""crusade" 
and ti«t n»^H4r*tarrf»»« it* «**» tele* ec««*2? md Vy TJfi Tun i MiT 
as, *ed-fcaitia£ HMtiMu/j Wiilf, etc. Bb further state* mt Trn"M| triiM 
for Democratic Action he*'>©ffic:Ully ooodeaned the inv%rti cation c<~BDUjiiooQq» 
the Sous* Cnsnittee on flh-Aneriean Activities, andtlfes labeled the investi^tfeifT 
as a "witch hunting expedition." . •.. ^ 9mn . ' ;£<~r 

InforBuntVI^P pointed out that Ifelvyn Douglas , notion picture actor, 
is the Ch^irnan of the Southern California Branch of the or sanitation, and that 
of the naces of saoe 55 Bombers of the Organizing Committee in Southern California 
that not one of the group to the informant's knowledge , has ever taken a direct 
stand in opi osition to the Connunist party as a subversive organisation, and that 
a majority of these 55 individuals had at one ti-ae or another, baaft aciicrs- of • 
Cooinunist front groups, .uaong such persons the informant listed the following! 

lielvyn Douglas John Anson Ford 

Dr. Elaer Belt Louis Levy 

Dr. Retnson Eird Henry kyers 

Clyde Doyle Ronald Aeagan 

Ihillip Dunne .tllen JdvldLn 

losal Ho.jat Lbo itosteA 

. aurice i^sta Vada Soaerville 

"altar Wander 

- Inforaant^J^ stated that he was strongly suspicious that the Americans 

for Democratic Action wa3 wittingly or unwittingly perfonin; what mi»ht be called 
"softening up" -the situation into which the Ccarcunists can walk later. He was 
also of the opinion that the organization would actually take no actioa to halt 
the spread of Corar.unisa. 

Civil 1-d.ghts C^n^r^ss 

rhe activities of this organization will be Toxrunted Uj^n only in re- 
gard to its relationship to the itotioo Picture Industry. - --■ : - 

On J a bruary 2, 1?U3 at a aeeting called by the International Jorkerw 
Order to protest the designation of that organisation by the attorney General as 
within the purview of £cecutive Order No. 9&35> one of tho principal speakers ' 
-.tas Willi-** BLdntr. Bldner is 3ucutive Director of the Civil Rights Congress in 
Los Angelas and has been identified as a asmber of the Corononist Party. I>iring " 
this talh, Biinor consented upon the investigation by the House Conrdttee on 
Un-American Activities, and stated that the Civil Rights Congress would fight 
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far tte individ&al» wno mere indicted for can 
rttfctnl to liinr qtrottans by the Bourn 





:« reimjatf hell en 
m fifed SpailLJ, WUHI1 Ul EBB Ubs Ingele* Comity tlMil A^rib' 
B*wrd I. Barsky, Chairman of the Joint Anti-FMcist Befugee Committee. Daring 
this conference Sparks state*, «£m dwil mgn** Congress Is our most important 

outfit." . 

The March 18, issue of the California Eagle, Los Angeles Ne^ro .% 

newspaper, announced that a production entitled "High Time* nuich was character* x - 
ized as a political-musical review, would be presented under the auspices off^hr^MSS 
Civil Rights Congress for the purpose of raising funds for the defense of the 
Hollywood individuals who were indie tod for contempt of Congress* . 

Comitteo of One Thousand 

Tfce Committee of One Thousand is *n organisation which tu3 organized in 
t*::a Fall of l°i»? for the stated purpose of abolishing the House Comzittee on . . -i, 
Un-.Vaericj.n Activities • The organisation was unier the la-ders^io of Dr. Harlow 
Slupley and Uamuh Dorner. " 

An article aj.. earing in the February 3> 1°U8 issue of the Us* Xork San 
stated- that the Committee of Che Thousand had obtained a new affiliate in the 
organization known as the Committee for the First Amendment. Tills article stated 
tfrat the Comrdttee for the First Amendment in Hollywood had oalled a meeting 
under the sponsorship of Norman Corwin, Phillip Dunne, Ira Gershwin, Eevid Hopkins, 
John Huston, Thomas Uann, Frederic March, Billy wilder, and TTilliaa ?.yler. It 
was at this meeting, according to the article, that the Committee for the First 
Aaundaent was affiliated with the Committee of Cue Thousand* 



In connection with the affiliation of the Coonittee for the First Amend- 
ment wi th the Committee of Oner Thousand, 2d Gibbons, Sditor of the an ti -Communist 
publication in Los Angeles entitled "Alert*, adrlsed that on January 26, 1°1*8 the 
Committee for the First .jsendnent held a meeting under the Chairmanship of Fnlllip 
Dunne. The main event at this meeting was a telephonic address to the group by - 
Or* Shapley who urged that the Committee for the First Amendment should merge wit* 
the Cobs dttee of One Thousand. 



It was liter learned from the headquarters of the Ti % mkm frpa 

Committee in Hollywood that the Cored ttee for the First ^mendatnt had, in ffc 
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merged with the Committee of Oat Thousand, *nd that Or. Shnploy wenld be in Loo 
Angelas eajfl? in Ibron* l&fl a* oj&ofa ttee too foraattcai of tho Committee of Qm 
Thousand "aoulA be f oraallgr announced and a fund drive Xaancfcad. From this saan 
secrce. It was learned that the Comaittee Tor tha First Amerfmesnt inigit g^lntr- 
13 a separate organisation for ton purposa of raising fends fiar the def ansa of 
tha tan film writers Sadie tad for eonteapi of Contrast. Xa .connection with tho 
activities of tha Committee of One Thousand in Los Angelas, 'source of information 

tported that too following individuals connected with tha Motion 
Fere active in tho Committee of One Thousand: 

Frederic Lfarch Billy Wilder 

^rllli«±a %'yler Sornun Oorwin 

Fhillip Dunne Ira 3ershwin 

John Huston Thomas Uana 

In liirch, 19li8, investigation at Los Angeles indicated that the Committee 
of Thousand in that area was still only a paper organization, and that the 
individuals interested in tho organization were the saae persons who were inter- 
ested in the Freedom from Fear Connittee and the C own it tee for the First Aaandasnt. 

unlj 

reported oh a conference he t-veen 

Red Spuria, Chairaan or the Los .uvjelcs County Communist i-trty, and Dr. Edward 
Z* Earsky, Chair:zan of the Joint Antifascist Refugee Committee* During this 
conversation- Si'a.r'ic listed the Committee of Out Thousand and the Freedom from Fear 
Connittee as among the organizations "which his group is handling" indicating 
Corsmnist farty control of that organization. 

In of IJhQj source of information "falter Scratch, Assistant to. thai 
publisher of the liolly-TOo^ Citizen Ite~s, -:lvised it r. his opinion thi*t tho \.l 
C^-aidttce of One Thousand had "fiszlad out", and that it3 cuin .ictivi ti<*j tud t-aon 
taken over by the Freedom from Fe-r Co ,~nit tee- This latter organisation will be 
the subject of separate conzr.ents* 

Freedom Fron Fear Conr-ittee * ' ' ~ 

The shington Tines Herald of &rch 9, l?2i3 in the column b;- jeorgo 
lAxcn reported the organization of a Freedom from Fear Committoe on the £,-3t 
Coast of the United States for the purpose of raising funds for the defense of 
the Hollywood writers indicted for contempt 'Qangresa following tho Hearings"* " 
of tho House OMnHteo on Un-amarican Activities in October of 19a7. 7V» i»>_ . . 
article listed among those active in tha organization Deems Taylor, Cheryl 
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Cranford, Sit* Xaxaa, Richard Jfetts, Jr., lUrc Connelly, JttliimmJU ffH^- 
L'xrk Via Dorm, Oavid Kay, George S. taufman, Oscar tt'imwerBtoia^ H, and BlfF 

ilauldin. '■'■*»-* ' 

v./ \ - - . : rw* -i-^ 

in article appe^rin- in the ISiily *orte*r of Karcfe k m 19^8 also coemented 
upon tha formation of this Committee listing tha same Individuals as set forth above 
and in addition, stated that tha Freedom from Fear Committee* in California had re- 
ported that the Eastern group was arranging for public rallies and a fund raising 
dinner to be held prior to the beginning of the trial of John Howard L*w3on,» 

71th reference to the Freedrm f rat Fear Committee in California, it was * 

learned in I'areh, 19^8 that the California headquarters for t2„,. '.roa; ..*re -*t. 
667U lucca Street in Hollywood and that coaLiuniciitions from the organiTAli^a •-***» -=?S 
signed Jack Gold "For the Comaittee. * " " 4 



Freedca frca Sear consult tee naa been set up for the purpose of raisij^ruflas~T^r 
the defense of the filji writers who were indicted for contempt of Jongress. Gold 

further stated t!j*t the Joniittee works closely with the ^rts, Science j and Tro- 
fessions Division of the Frojrecsive Jitisens of .*asrica ai>i with the CbiCiittee 
for the ?irst .^.idnent. .It v.- us ulso learned th.it Lcrlirt Bit-sr-a^n I inline 
L-vuber Tore the director jnd Secretary, res A \ ctively, of tits Cou'lttec. Eibcrsan - 
is one of the indicted iiollywoou rriters and both he «tid Fauline teuber, under the 
name of fauline Lraber Finn, havo been identified as me^b^rs* of the Coajinist party. 




a party at the home of Eibeman 
caid aucne those present at the party had been Eibernan 4 Ms wife, Qale Sonde rgaard, 

Ldw&rd LT^atcr^, Larry larV.j, Betty Garrett, Ect Gary, and He Tear ler^-zaa, all of 
whaia have been identified as meiaiors of the Coauunict p-rty. 

The Committee also announced in a full page advertaseraent in a Holly- 
rcwd trade .■ublicatie© cn Jbrcfi 10, l?ht that a fund drive would begin on April 
12 to raise the sua cf £70,000.' to be used for tUe defense of tha. Hollyc-ood 
writers. This advertisement also contained a quotation from a speech by Er. 
Stanley at a testimonial dinner at the Beverly .Vil shire Hotel on Itarch 5, l?aS. 
Tlie advertisement further announced that at the c inkier on ^-rch 5* tin* sub of 
£15,110. h^d been raisadg^ Tcm aevertisercenl further characterised the Hollywood 
writers as the; ■shock ^tre^r^ jwpivcentin^ all of us in J^e &tro*JU a^ai-ast-^ 
cer.se rship* and urged th-t cJitrlbuti'cns be r«lsod for their' defense. 
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Confidential Informant ■■■■reportid that the Ereadoa from 
Fear Coranittee "had oriria*lly TSeaWrgHHRray dlcbifd Collins ; GoVtartaim, 
JeU'rt Pxssen, Larr j- Tdtks, ^Jaiao Silt (all of who* haYe r beOT*Ldsfltified ai 
aarabers of the Co^unist Party) and Howard Ipch, Lekis jj^leatone, and Irving . 

Pichei;. ._. * . ■ y & jfcf 

Source information ^^^^^^^^^^^^^H^| California reported 
that the Freedom from £ear Conr?.itteen^F^^part^^^^he hoiue of lir. and lira- 
Sidney Hamon on April 3, 191:2 fcr the purpose of raising funds for the defense 
of the i;:dicted Hollywood wriV-rc. Thi? party was attended by approximately 100 
people and w.s ruder the direction of Howard D^Sylva who has been identified as 
a nemler of tho Cor.cr. unlet jarty. The meeting was addressed by .ilvah Lcssie, one 
of the indicted v.-riters who compared the present <L3erican Gover.aaent to Hitlerisar 
and charged the ^dninistration with taking the first step in. that direction by 
atte^-ptin^ to control the Motion Picture Industry. 

The Cor.unittee also published a pamphlet entitle^ "Kow iluch Is lour 
Fieedom Vorth" which estimated that the trial of the ten writers would entail aa 
expose of u^proTinutely ^60,000. and urgco donations to tha Committee. The 
Cunirdttoe also ' 1st ri but jd ;u raj: blots in front of theatre in Lev .'ui^elfs during 
the Eh-».*!i-; of the ^roJuction ""a'ced City" which Tjas vritt^n by Albert l^ltz : 
o::o of the indicted writers. This circular ur^od the ^uJisnce to dc. ^rd th^t 
tho I oticr. licture producers end tho black listing cf the iicllyvoed T.-riters j.nd 
also ur^-d donations for the defense of the i'ils writers* 

Tho Freedom from Fear Cor^nittee was another one of the organisations 
cltiracterizcd by Med Sparks, Chairman of the Los Angles County Coj^unist Tarty, 
as one of the. 
control 
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According to source of information 



the Freedoa froa 

F« .r Joir- dttee on LUy 9, I9J.8 held a rally entitled "Salute" To Cur aoroec" at 
the Si Fa^io theat*r la aollysOod which*** attended by a,;prrtci»-tely 5£ pect 
all of whoa paid *1. adnission.' The inf orcant " reported that ns*ny 'of these psrsonsJl 
contributed to a defense fund with donations ranging up to "^250* each. At this J 
nectine John Howard Lavs on w*s anour, those introducod who ch.rc.ea that the House ? 
CoDdittee on Un-amcrican activities vus p? t rt of a plx>t to set up a "police state 11 
in aaeric* by means of "thought control." Otheff spi'aitjre at Uiis meeting we 
Herbert tiber-ian aari Ring Lardtwr, Jr., bcth of whoa have b**a lt}eniiXlBdl >*W 
'neabot*' -of the Co«r*ttrtiat farty. - The tneeting was also addr»se^ ^'ItoWiA 'trr^ 
Kenny by mean3 of a Ion- distance call from Tashir.jton. Kenny- is one of the at-" 
torneys for the ten indicted writers and during his talk, Kenny said that Bartley 
Crum was flyin? East in order to aid the defendants. The meeting also adopted a 
resolution opposing the Mundt-Mixon bill as a "carbon copy of Nazism." 
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S°wes °£ infar«xtii»^^^fc|^fcl 50 adrljsd that th* cublidtT 

build-up cupd** te m AndlHMEittN «*, Uia* handled bTo-L 
J*"?*? ^°^^5a *>rth t*a*SK Boulenrd, Los aacrfft, .nd the ^ 
raroant characterised this concern as on* which "seeas to handle all publicity 
and public relations for thee* Conaomirt front a." 
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Hollywood Council of the Arts, Sciences and Professions 

On March 5, 1948, the Arts, Sciences and Professions Division 
of the Progressive Citizens of America, which division later became the 
Hollywood Council of the Arts, Sciences and professions, sponsored a 
testimonial dinner for Br. Harlow Shapley. fliis affair was held at the 
Beverly-Viilshire Hotel in Beverly Hills, California. Agents of the Los 
Angeles Office identified the following individuals upon their arrival 
at this meeting, all of which persons are known members of the Comrainist 
Party j J. Edward Broraberg, Herbert BLberman, Albert Malts, Sam lioorc, 
Gordon Kahn, Samuel Oraitz, TTaldo Salt, Hobert Rossen, Adrian Scott, Ring 
Lardner, jr., Daiton Trumbo, larry parks, Charles J. Katz, Edward Eraytryk, 
John and Katherine McTernan, and Betty Garrett* 

At the speakers 1 table at this affair together with Dr. Shapley 
were Adrian Scott, Herbert Biberman, larry Parks, Gale Sondergaard and 
Betty Garrett (all known members of the Communist Party), and John Huston, 
producer; Howard Koch, writer; Lena Home, actress j and Robert 77. Kenny, 
attorney. 




•iiu n<x3 in attendance at this 



meeting, reported that Norman Corvuu 1 W«ny Ule llrst speaker who introduced 
the chairman of the meeting, John Huston. Among the other individuals "who 
participated in the program were Koch, Home, Shapley, parks and Scott. 
"2ie attorneys for the Hollywood writers indicted for contempt of Congress 
were also introduced to those present at the meeting. 
** - 

This source reported that Millard Lampell, a writer and member 
of the Screen VTri ters » Guild, made a plea for funds and donations ranged 
from SI ..000 down to 3100. with the total collections bei 
$15, 000 I 




March lo, between flea sparKs, ijnairman of the Los Angeles County 

Communist Party, and Dr. Edward K. Bar sky. During this conference, Sparks 
mentioned the name of several organizations "which his group is handling", 
indicating Communist control of such groups. Among those mentioned 'by 
.Sparks was the Arts, Sciences and Professions Division of the Progressive 
Citizens of America. 
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In June of 1943, according to Los Angeles InforaantV^HH 

i^Hpenaei 




[the Progressive Citizens of America merged with the ina "pendent 

rogressive Party of California, which is the Third Party movement In 
| that state. The Progressive Citizens of America also issued an o fficii 

:> statement confirming this merger; however, according to Informant 

one group which had previously been a subsidiary or division of the" 
? Progressive Citizens of America was not included in the merger and that 

; subsidiary was the Arts, Sciences and Professions Council. This informant 

*• , advised that the Arts, Sciences and Professions Council had theoretically 
:\ divorced itself from the PCA and was set up as a separate organization 

\ known as the Hollywood Arts, Sciences and Professions Council. This Council 

did not officially support the^nde pendent Progressive Party or any other 
political group. Inform&nt^BBpstated that this was a mere subterfuge 
which was used because of ccnd^Ions which had developed within the filn. 
industry following the investieation of Comaunisw in Hollywood and that 
the new Council was set up in order to allow the Hollywood group to pretend 
to be nonpartisan. The informant stated that the new Council, hov.evsr, could 
be expected to continue the usual type of activity which it carried on while 
a division of the Progressive Citizens of America and that as individuals, 
its membership would support all candidates endorsed or running for ofilce 
on the Independent Progressive Party ticket. 

In connection with the setting up of the Hollywood Council of the 
Arts, Sciences and Professions, the members of the old Arts, Sciences and 
> Professions Division of the Progressive Citizens of America in Hollywood 

were advised that the new organization had been set up. This notice to 
■t the membership "went out over the signature of Joy Darwin, designated as 

; Executive Secretary of the Council. Joy Darwin is the wife of George Pepper 

\ and both have a long history of Communist membership and activity in the 

cultural groups in Hollywood. Among the individuals listed on the letter*- 
^. head of the National Council of the Arts, Sciences and Professions with which 

.: the Hollywood Council is affiliated were the following, who are known past 

and present members of the Communist Party- John Howard La* son, Vice Chairman $ 
Albert fcaltz, Sam Uoore, and "George Pepper, all three being Uerabers at Large. 

i . Nation al Council of American-Soviet Friendship 

■ * 

i The only activities of this group which will be commented upon are 

>; - those activities which relate to the motion picture industry* The greater 
i portion of such activities have been in connection with the Cosmunist inspired 

r $ caapaipi directed toward boycotting of the anti-Communist picture, "The Iron 

I Curtain" . 



- 94 - 



In connection with "Ihe Iron Curtain", the Washington "Times- 
Herald" of April 12, 1948, reported that the music which was used for 
background in this picture was that of four Russian can posers, namely, 
Dmitri Shostakovich, Serge Prokofieff, Aram Khatchaturian, and Nicholal 
ULaskovsky. The article further stated that these composers charged that 
the studio had stolen their music and was using it in the picture without 
the consent of the can posers. Ihe article also commented upon the fact 
that these four composers were among those who had been criticized by the 
Communist party Central Committee in Russia for their formalism in their 
music. 

The Sew York "Sim" of April 23, 1943, carried a news item that 
the National Council of .American-Soviet Friendship had announcsd that the 
organization had sent a letter to Independent and circuit theater owners 
urging them not to permit the showing of "The Iron Curtain" in such theaters, 
stating that the showing of the film would make such theaters "an instrument 
for propaganda and special pleading." 

The New York "Sun" on Hay 6, 1943, in an article by David Snell 
commented upon the Comnunist campaign which was taking form against the 
showing of the picture, "The Iron Curtain". This article stated that 
protests against the film had been received from an organization known as 
the New York Committee Against Y£r Propaganda and that the address of this 
Committee was Suite 804, 114 East 32nd Street, New York City, which is 
identical with the headquarters of the National Council of American-Soviet 
Friendship. Snell interviewed one Bert Jahr, a member of the Committee 
Against '.Tar propaganda, who stated that the organization "represented" 
fourteen organizations and trade unions including the American Youth for 
Democracy, the Civil Jttghts Congress, the international Workers Order, the 
Veterans of the Abraham Lincoln Brigade and the National Council of 
American-Soviet Friendship* The fact that the offices of the New York 
Committee Against Yfar Propaganda were the same as those of the National 
Council of American-Soviet Friendship indicate that the latter organization 
was active in the control and-direction of the Committee* 

The Brooklyn "Eagle" of I&y 12, 1948, reported upon the opening 
of "The Iron Curtain" at the Roxy Theater in New York City on l&y 11, 1943, 
at which time a riot occurred between pickets protesting the showing of 
the film and a counterpicket line set up by the Catholic War Veterans. 
The picketing took place following a meeting addressed by Henry Wallace and 
the article reported that approximately 14,000 VJallace supporters moved 
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from the Y.'aliace meeting to the theater to join the picketing. This 
article further stated that the campaign against " The Iron Curtain" had 
been spearheaded by the National Council of American-Soviet Friendship. 

As a result of the activities of the National Council of American- 
Soviet Friendship, picketing of " Ine Iron Curtain" occurred in numerous 
places throughout the United States. In this regard, the Chicago "Star* 
on Hay 22, 1948, reported that picket lines had been saintained the previous 
week at the Chicago Theater, which at that time was displaying "The iron 
Curtain** . This article further mentioned that the campaign in Chicago 
was being carried on by the Chicago Commit tee Against V«ar Propaganda. 
In the "Daily Worker" of liay 21, 1948, in a column by David Flatt, it wc.s 
stated that picket lines had been established against "The Iron Curtain" 
in "more than a score of cities from coast to coast", which statement was 
attributed to the National Council of American-Soviet Friendship. This 
article stated that picketing had been conducted in Denver, Colorado; 
Dayton and Cleveland, Ohio; LtLlwaukee, Wisconsin; and Philadelphia, Penn- 
sylvania, as veil as Chicago, Boston and Toronto, Ontario, Canada. ';;ith 
reference to the picketing at Denver, Cleveland and Ibronto, the article 
stated that such picketing had been conducted by the National Council of 
Ancri can-Soviet Friendship. In He - * York City, the "Daily '."/orker" of 
July 16, 1942, reported that between thirty and thirty-five neighborhood 
theaters in New York had been picketed during the showing of "Hie Iron 
Curtain" . Additional evidence that the National Council of American-Soviet 
' Friendship was the moving force behind such picketing is shown in the 
"Daily ..orker" of July 26, 1943, which contained a synopsis of a report of 
Ihe National Council of American-Soviet Friendship reflecting the results 
of the picketing of the picture. Hiis report stated that as a result 
of the campaign many prospective movie-goers stayed away from the picture; 
that as a res\ilt of the campaign those persons who did see the picture 
realized that it was only propaganda . The report further took credit 
stating that two major film companies had dropped plans for similar 
pictures following the action taken against "Ihe Iron Curtain". 

In addition to the actual picketing of the picture, the "Daily 
" r orker n on many occasions gave publicity to the activities of tho national 
Council of American-Soviet Friendship and also criticized the picture itself. 
Examples of the type of material appearing in the "Daily Worker" are as 
follows^ 

In the ;:ay 7, 1948, issue in a column written by Harry Raymond, 
it was stated " The whole thing was dug from the garbage barrel..." "'The 



"Iron Curtain 1 has been molded by the same tools which Hitler and Goebbeis 
used to fan the flames of World War II. It Is the type of vicious propaganda 
spreading suspicion and hatred against a previous ally and fanning the flames 
of TTorld War III." The issue of April 30, 1948, gave considerable publicity 
to the formation of the New Tork Committee Against YTar propaganda, stating 
that the Committee was headed by George KM sic of the Joint Board of Fur 
Dressers and Dyers and Reverend John Darr, Jr. The issue of May 6, 1948, 
described the picture as "the film that threatens your future," "the anti- 
Soviet fila". The Issue of l&y 11, 1948, contained an editorial entitled 
"Qhis Film Is A Trap". The editorial stated that "This is an importation 
into the U.S.A. of Hitler's Big lie with which he murdered democracy in 
Germany and dragged that nation into a suicidal war." " Ihe 'Iron Curtain' 
propaganda is a trap to kill opposition to the draft of your son and 
to the starting of another atomic war. Tell your theater, Roxy»s and 
20th Century Fox that you want none of it." In the issue of May 13, 1948, 
in an article by Herb ^ank which consisted of a review of the film, it was 
stated "'Ihe Iron Curtain* is coldly calculated political propaganda. It 
is a political lecture on celluloid. Because it is contrived and manipulated 
from the sole viewpoint of stirring audience hatred against a former ally, 
it fails to present any characters as real hman beings. It fails also 
to develop any real conflict between characters and ideas so necessary to 
simple craftsmanship in film making. " 

The film also received adverse publicity in the "people's world", 
«est Coast Communist newspaper. An example of such publicity «as a purported 
letter by Norman Canright appearing in the issue of ISay U, 1948. flotations 
from this letter are as follows? "Here it is at last, an anti-Soviet movie 
tailor-made to specifications of the warmongers... This is calculated 
infamy, an incredibly crude insult to the thousands of Soviet soldiers who 
gave their lives fighting our battle against Fascism... Ihis rotten bit 
of warmongering." 

In addition to the criticisms of the picture by the National 
Council of American-Soviet Friendship, the New York Committee Against T. r ar 
propaganda and the adverse publicity appearing in the "Daily Worker" and the 
"People's V/orld", the "Daily- V/orker" of February 23, 1948, reported that the 
New York Arts, Sciences and Professions Council of the progressive Citizens 
of An erica had attacked "The Iron Curtain" and had requested 20th Century 
. Fax to stop distribution of the film. The Council characterized the film 
as "purely political propaganda of the lowest level - designed to stimulate 
prejudices, arouse hatreds and inflame the spirit of witch-hinting which is 
threatening our land." 



Anoths r ratter of Interest ln_Cflnn ection with "The Iron Curtain" 

waa furnished by JHLVL^HHflflH|aV 20th Ceatvr T Fox Studios, who 
stated that she wa^^Hcense^ove^ineaitempta of certain persons to inject 
what she felt was Comi unist propaganda into a picture which waa intended 
to be anti-Comnunist, She stated that she had closely observed the picture 
while in production and in her opinion certain portions of the script 
reflected a definite attempt by the writers to twist the script so that 
Russia would be actually glorified and the Communist Party line injected 
into the picture. She stated that in the script during portions of a 
commentary, the commentators voice Would play up Russia in certain scenes 
and also attempt to get across the Communist Party line that the secret 
of the atomic bomb should be made available to the whole world. She also 
stated that efforts had been made to have the word "marxism" substituted 
for "communism" in those places where Communism was to be denounced in the 
script. According to this source, original scenes one to nine included 
shots of the battles of I<eningrad, Stalingrad and Kiev, including shots 
of huge crates marked for the USSR and scenes showing drives for Russian 
war relief, publicizing the dissolution of the Comintern and certain shots 
of the Tehran meeting of Poosavelt, Churchill and Stalin. During this 
latter scene, the commentator's voice came in above the shots praising 
the stand which Russia had made against the Germans, the wonderful caircaigns 
of Russian war relief agencies and stating that "ttissia was the free 
world's hero, an even greater hero when she announced the dissolution of 
the Comintern.. . 1943 the year of greatest admiration for Soviet Russia, 
-of new hope for the world. " 

Source of Information ^Hm^K^s critical of that portion 
ojC the script dealing with the atcScborabwhen Norman, ttie scientist, waa 
told by Grubb, a Soviet agent, when referring to the atomic bomb, "Exactly, 
that is why we must all have it. Don't you sec. They'll not dare use it. 
Think of it, Dr. Norman, you and others like you to help bring peace to the 
world... peace and a chance for decent people to build a free world. You 
will be reckoned among the great men of history who place the rights of all 
people above the selfishness of the few. You can't refuse, D-. Norman. 
It will be your contribution to the safety of mankind. 11 

The campaign by the Communist Party and the National Council of 
American-Soviet Friendship against the picture wa3 the subject of considerable 
comment in the nonCommunist press. Examples of such coranents are as follows: 



An article by Robert Bruskln appeared in the Washington " Fost" 
of May 9, 1948, and stated M The Soviet Embassy in Washington is -whipping 
up propaganda against the 'Iron Curtain 1 .. •" Thia article commented 
upon the previous article critical of "The Iron Curtain", which was written 
by Ilya Ehrenburg and published in the USSR Information Bulletin of 
April 26, 1948. The New York "Journal-American" of lay 11,. 1948, In 
commenting upon the formation of the New York Committee Against V&r 
Propaganda characterized it as a new Communist front group. The column 
of George Sokolsky appearing in the Washington "Times-Herald" of Uay 13, 
1948, stated that the American Communists and their allies have used 
every means fair and foul to prevent the picture from being shown and 
concluded "Should the Communists succeed in killing it by boycotts and 
other intimidations, it will be harmful to our country. See it as a 
personal demonstration of patriotism." The column of Lee Mortimer in 
the "Daily Mirror" of Z&y H, 1948, stated that despite the propaganda 
of the National Council of American-Soviet Friendship, the picture vras 
not propaganda, but is "on the contrary, a gripping and grim true story 
about a cruel and calculating gang of international Capones and Lucianos. 
... is the unvarnished truth out of the official records of the Royal 
Commission." ttie l^ay 14, 1948, issue of the Tfeshington " limes-Herald" 
contained an editorial concerning " Ihe Iron Curtain" which stated in part 
as follows: "If you're a Communist or fellow traveler, you are urgently . 
advised to stay the hell away from the moving picture discussed herein. 
It can be practically guaranteed to run your blood pressure to bursting 
point, mke you foam at the mouth, and maybe even cause you to throw a 
fit in the aisle, if you are not a Communist or fellow traveler, however, 
our tip is to see the picture by all means... This is the picture which 
the Communists, their fellow travelers, their false front societies and 
their stooges in press and radio are trying to smear, talk down and 
otherwise choke off now that the Reds hava failed in their original 
effort to keep it from being produced at all." 

. National Council on Freedom Fcom Censorship 

Confidential Source of Information flHHflHBBadvisod J 

in Jebruary, 1948, that he had become interesTS^^anorgaffUation called 
the "National Council on Freedom From Censorship", which group had taken 
space in motion picture trade papers protesting the Hollywood hearings of 
the House Committee on Un-American Activities. informant requested 
Edward Cheyfits, Assistant to Eric Johnston, to obtain information for him 
concerning this group. Cheyfits advised the informant that the organization 
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" ~i was affiliated with the American Civil Liberties Union; that the Chairman 

f is Elmer Rice and the Vice Chairmen are R. W. ff. Norton and Henry Seidel 

- '3 Canby. Among the reported members of the group are Quincy Howe, Commentator 

i for the Columbia Broadcasting System; Harry Sherman, President of the Book 

■ | of the Xonth Club; Bennett Cerf, professor; Clifton Fadiman of the "Information 
' - t Please* radio program; Arthur Garfield Hayes; Rupert Hughes; Fannie Hurst; 

H. V. Kaltenbornj Eugene O'Neill; and Robert Sherwood. Cheyfltz further 
? advised the informant that the American Civil Liberties Union was reportedly 

. I watching the organization for any possible Communist infiltration into the 

_| i group and because of this fact, one Herman Shuralen. had been dropped from 
membership. Cheyfitz explained to the informant that his personal opinion 
of the group was as follows: "This is a nonCommunist middle-of-the-road 
' group which ha3 been in existence for a number of years and they are really 

interested in freedom from censorship, n 
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Peoples Educational Center 

As lias previously been set forth, the Peoples Educational Center 
is a completely Communist Party dominated school and the great majority 
of the instructors are or in the past have been Communist Party members. 

Confidential Source of InfornfitioiJ^B^H^B^^Jreported 

that in February and March, the Peoples Educational Center was conducting 
a course on ei^it Russian films, which purported to be a survey of life 
-in the USSR during, the last thirty years as reflected by the top filui3 in 
that country. 

The Peoples Educational Center was one of the organizations with 
which the Tenney Comiaittee concerned itself during its three-day investigation 
as previously reported under the Actors' Laboratory above. Among those 
who were subpoenaed to appear before the Committee were Katharine SlcTernan 
and J. Edward Bromberg, both of whom have been identified as Communist Party 
members. During the questioning of i£rs. licTernan. she refused to furnish 
any answers to direct questions of the Committee and on several occasions 
was threatened with be in 7 citeel for contempt of the Committee. At no time 
did she admit her Comnunist Party membership. During the hearing, the Tenney 
Committee attempted to bring out a connection between the Actors' Laboratory: 
and the Peoples Educational Center by showing that one Jacobine Caro, a member 
of the faculty of the Actors 1 Laboratory, was in fact the wife of Sidney 
Davidson, head of the Peoples Educational Center, and that both of these 
individuals are suspected Communists. Sidney Davidson in March, 1948, was 
in fact the Executive Secretary of the Peoples Educational Center and 
was a known member of the Communist Party. 
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{ Mrs. Sophia Herman, owner of the premises at 1717 North Tine 

I Street, which is the location of the Peoples Educational Center, reported 

s in April of 1948 that she has been endeavoring to get the Peoples Educational 

i Center out of those premises. She was advised by Sidney Davidson that the 

| Peoples Educational Center was unable to obtain other quarters and was 

- planning to close up the school with the intention of reopening in the Fall 
of 1948. 



Confidential Source jHHHH^H^^eported that, according 
j to Davidson, the Peoples Educat^na^centernoion^er had sufficient 

"* students to enable the school to continue to pay its expenses and this 

source was of the opinion that the dosing of the Center at this time was 
due to a combination of reasons, including a shortage of income, lack of 
quarters, and adverse publicity received during the investigations of the 
Tenney Committee. The catalog of the Peoples Educational Center for the 
| Fall Term of 1947 listed among others the names of Edward Etaytryk, Adrian 

Scott and Herbert Hibernian as instructors, while the Winter catalog for 
1948 omitted the names of these persons. It should be noted that the3e 
three individuals were among those who were called as witnesses during the 
investigation by the House Coamittee on Un-American Activities in the J^all 
of 1947. 

Peoples Song s 

The organization Peoples Songs has its headquarters in Los 
Angeles at 2256 West Venice Boulevard. 2he organization is a propaganda 
"js argency under the complete domination of Communist elements and representatives 

; of the group are generally present and take part in programs sponsored by 

; the Communist Party and front organizations. Representatives of the group 

5 are also frequently participants in picket lines in which the Communist 

* Party has an interest and at one tiae appeared at a Communist rally for 

^ vailian z. Foster in Los Angeles and have also appeared in functions of the 

% . American-Eussian Institute of Southern California. The Director of Peoples 

Songs in Los Angeles is an individual identified as Slario (Boots) Casetta* 
Casetta as of June, 1947, was a known nember of the Coraunist party. 

\ Among the activities of Peoples Songs have been appearances at 

rallies of the Joint Anti-Fas cist Refugee Committee and the Awsrican Toutta 
.for Democracy. On November 9, 1947, the organization took a prominent part 
•f in a rally entitled "Stop operation Witch Hunt", at which 0. John Hogge and 

?i| Howard Fast were the featured speakers. 

■ "A 
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The "Daily people 1 s World* of January 18, 1948, announced a 
rally on the following Saturday by the Xouth Committee of the independent 
Progressive Party In protest against universal military training, at which 
rally entertainers from Peoples Songs were present, on February 4, 1948, 
Peoples Songs furnished the entertainment at a I^rrln Memorial ifeeting at 
the Embassy Auditorium under the sponsorship of the Communist Party* On 
February 8, 1943, this group furnished the entertainment at a meeting of the 
American-Russian Institute of Southern California, which meeting was in honor 
of several visiting Russians. 

Progressive Citizens of America 

The official organ of the National progressive Citizens of America 
entitled "The Progressive Citizen 1 * in the issue of February, 1948, reported 
on the formation at a pre convention meeting of the Progressive Citizens of 
America held in Chicago on January 16, 1948, of a National Council of the 
Arts, Sciences and Professions and that the new Council would be under the 
leadership of Dr. Harlow Shapley. 

In February, 1948, Los Angeles Informant flPHHHHrfcscribed 

the progressive Citizens of America as a pro^omaiunTs^polTtSca^iront and 
stated that among those prominent in the movie industry who were connected 
with this group were John Cromwell, Gregory Peck, Mrs. Ittlliam Dieterle, 
John Huston, Lewis Milestone, Albert Dekker, Howard Koch, John Howard Larson 
' and Sam Moore. 

At approximately the same time, the same informant stated that in 
his opinion the Progressive Citizens of America was the Communist Party's 
most active and influential front organization. It mas pointed out that the 
Executive Director of the Progressive Citizens of America in Los Angeles 
was Bert ?fitt, vthile the Executive Director of the Arts, Sciences and 
Professions Council was George Pepper, both of vfrom have been identified as 
members of the Communist Party* Such individuals as John Howard Laws on and 
Herbert Biberman have also been active in the formation of the policies of 
the progressive Citizens of America* Of the members of the Board of Directors 
of the Progressive Citizens of America In Hollywood for 1947* eighteen such 
persons have been identified as past or present members of the Communist Party 

At the annual convention of the progressive Citizens o^ America 
held in January, 1948, Robert T/. Kenny was elected the National Chairman and 
among the twenty-seven Vice presidents were the following persons from 
California i John Cromwell, director; Norman Corwin, radio writer; Lillian 
Hell man, writer; Dr. Linus Pauling of the California Institute of Technology; 
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Mrs. William Dieterle, wife of a director; and Gregory Pock, actor. Among 
the members of tto Board of Directors from Southern California were John 
Howard laws on, Sam Moore, Albert Dekker, Rubin Borough, Howard Koch, Seniel 
Ostrow and Charlotte A. Bass. Of these last-mentioned individuals, Lawson 
and Moore are known members of the Canmunist party and all of the other 
individuals have at one time or another been sponsors, speakers, donors 
or signers of petitions and resolutions put out by Communist front or 
Communist dominated organizations. 

Cne of the most important and active divisions of the Progressive 
Citizens of America in Los Angeles in the past has been its Arts, Sciences 
and Professions Council which was under the direction of George Pepper, 
previously identified as a member of the Commanist party. It has been noted 
that Pepper has frequently conferred with Lawson regarding policy matters 
of the Arts, Sciences and Professions Council of the PCA. 

^H, a coni'erence was 

March 10, 1948, between Ned sparics, unaiftan of the Los Angeles County 
Communist Party, and Dr. Edward K. Barsky of the Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee 
Committee. During this conference, Sparks advised Barsky of certain 
organizations "which his group is handling", indicating Communist domination 
and control of such groups. Among those mentioned by Sparks vfas the 
Progressive Citizens of Anerica. 





In July of 1948, Confidential Informant |j|^^tftted that in his 
opinion the most important move in Communist matters in Hollywood which had 
recently occurred was the merger of the Progressive Citizens of Jtaerica with 
the Independent Progressive Party, mis latter organization is the Third 
Party Movement in the State of California. The informant advised that la 
Los Angeles the actual merger of the PCA with the Independent Progressive 
Party had taken place shortly after June 1, 1948, but had not been officially 
announced until June 15, 1948. Iba Southern California Branch of the PCA 

WAnt t.hmn £7+1 t.hfl mnHrtna rtf* +n W r»rr a Trr»f« 4+a «n.k nn 4.k._ J _ » 
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merger with the Independent Progressive party and on June 16th, it tos 
announced that the proposal had carried. This announcement was made through 
a press release on that date in the "Daily People's World". The official 
announcement, which was made under the signature of Bert ftitt, formerly 
Executive Secretary of the PCA, indicated that Witt would also occupy the 
same position with the Southern California Branch of the Independent 
Progressive Party with headquarters at 426 South Spring Street, Los Angeled. 
Witt has been identified as a member of the Communist Party in Los Angeles. 
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III. COLKUNIST INFILTRATION OF INTELLECTUAL GROUPS 
(September 16, 1918, to July lg, 19U9) 

Hollywood Council of the Arts, Sciences, and Professions 

Los Angeles Informant flflKadvised that the Hollywood Council of the 
Arts, Sciences, and Professions.^nich he described as the principal Communist 
front organization in Hollywood at the present tiae, on August 1, 1948, held a 
meeting at the Kasonic Temple in Hollywood with an estimated 300 to U00 persons 
present* The informant advised that among those active in this meeting were 
John Howard Law 3 on, Honard Koch, Ben Ilargolis, and Killiam B* Esterman. All 
of the above individuals are knorm Communist Farty members with the exception 
of Koch, who at that time was Chairman of the Council, 

The informant advised that at this meeting remarks were made condertning 
the arrest of the National Board 'fembers of the Conmunist Party, condemning the 
indictment and conviction of the "Hollywood Ten 11 , condemnation of the alleged 
actions of the United States in trying to instigate a war with the Soviet Union, ( 
condemnation of the conviction of tne "Hollywood Ten 11 as a drive against culture, 
condemnation of action taken by the Government against Gerhardt and hans Eisler, and 
a denunciation of loyalty tests as a psychological preparation for war with Russia. 

In addition, at th? s meeting members of the Actors' Laboratory presented 
a short play. 

- In the fall of 19J18 Los Angeles Informant ^^^p indicated that the 
principal activity of the Hollywood Conmunist cultura^groups and of the Hollywood 
Council of the- Arts, Sciences, and Professions was directed toward the defense 
of the convicted film writers. Several groups were originally formed in this 
regard, including the First Amendment Committee, the Freedom From Fear Committee, 
and the Corsmittee of 1,000* However, during the fall of 19li8, the Hollywood 
Council of the Arts, Sciences, and Professions had apparently taken over the 
entire campaign in behalf of the "Hollywood Ten". 

On January 11. 19u9* Los Angeles Informant BMWre ported that the 
Chairman of Region No* u of the Arts, Sciences, and Professions Council covering 
the Los Angeles area was Dr. Linus Pauling of the California Institute of 
Technology, and that the following were officers of the Hollywood Council of the 
Arts, Sciences, and Professions: Chairman, Howard Koch, screen writer; Executive 
Director, Ellen Davidson, who had recently replaced Joy Darwin. TOiile tho members 
of the Executive Committee were not definitely- known, the informant believed that 
among the members of the Executive Committee at that time were Kichael Davidson, 
believed to be the Executive Secretary of the Radio Writers Guild ; San Moore, 
radio writer; Maurice Zimm, a composer; Kllton Herlin, writer; and Eugene Stone. 
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In this connection, during the first week of December, l°Ji8, Agents 
of the Los Angeles Office conducted a surveillance based on Information to.tjie 
effect that a meeting of the Steering Committee of the Arts, Sciences, ard 
Professions Council would be held at the home of Sylvia Co?rpinsky in Hollywood* 
Among the individuals attending were the following t Dr. Vurray Abowitz, Herbert 
Biberman, Victor Shapiro, and Howard Koch. Of the above, Corapinsty, Abowitz, 
Bibeman, and Shapiro have been Identified as members of the Comeunist Party. 

Among the activities of the Hollywood Council of the Arts, Sciences, 
and Professions was a meeting for the benefit of the "Hollywood Ten", held on 
November 26, I?li8. This meeting was also for the celebration of the defeat of 
Representatives Tail and HcDowell of the House Committee on lbs-American Activities. 

During November and Decentoer, 19U6, the organization sponsored a 
series of lectures by San Ornitz, a knorm Communist Party member, on the subject, 
"Anti-Semitism", and during January, February, and March, 191*9, sponsored a 
series of lectures by John Howard Lawson on the subject, "A New Approach to 
American History and Our Cultural Heritage". 

On December 12, l°ii8, the organizat^m held a meeting at the Hollywood 
Roosevelt Hotel, and Los Angeles Inf ormant^^^Bfumished considerable information 
concerning the meeting as follows: The op^Bng session was chaired by I'x. Howard 

YnS'V, 1 a TT1 T an TiotA Aanvt o-5 AaA mm + tvom^^ ,r a Caam-Kqwt C « 

Among the individuals atio were active at this meeting were John Howard Lawson; 
Arnold Jr'anoff, a screen writer; Herbert Biberman, and Dr. Ilartin Hall. Of the 
above individuals, Lawson, i:anoff, and BLbernan are all known members of the 
. Communist Parly. 

Following the opening session, the meeting was dldded Into panels concernli 
films, writing, radio, health, and fine arts. Hie infornant advised that numerous 
individuals who have been identified as Communists were active in these various 
panels, including Paul Jarrico, Lawson, Albert Malts, Herbert Biberman, Abe 
Burrows, Hollister Noble, Gregory Ain, and Iris Noble. 

The main items resulting from the film panel were a3 follows: (1) 
• Support for the "Hollywood Ten"; (2) Abolition of the Taft-Hartley law and 
various Un-American ActivitiM Committees throughout the country % (3) Establi shment 
of liaison with Parent Teachers Associations and trade unions to enlist their 
support for the "Hollywood Ten", and (h) Filming of the Hollywood story to show 
to such PTA's and trade unions. 

and among the resolutions adopted were one requesting the United States Government 
to enter into negotiations with the Soviet Union in an effort for peace, and 
another urging the abolition of the House Committee On Un-American Activities* 
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Angeles Informant ^^^^ in the spring of 19k9 advised that the 
\cil of the Arts, J^Wnces, and Professions is actually the Holl 



I Los _ 

Hollywood Council of the Arts, bWInces, and Professions is actually the Hollywood 
-1 chapter or branch of the National Council of the Arts, Sciences, and Professions, 

;| which has its headquarters in New York City. This informant advised that the 

1 Hollywood group claims a membership of 2, OCX) but that a large number of these 

% Individuals are probably just on the mailing list of the group and do not actually 

i pay dues* This informant has furnished information to show that the "Steering 

i Committee" of the Hollywood chapter, as well as its policy-making offices, is . 

; definitely in the hands of individuals identified as either past or present 

Communist Party members. Investigations reveal that the leaders in formulating 
| the policies of the organization are such individuals as John Howard Lawson, Albert 

1 Malts, and Herbert Biberman, while the carrying out of the policies rests largely 

j i in the hands of George Pepper and Sonia Dahl Biberman. All of these individuals 

have been identified as Communist Party members. 

The National Courril of the Arts, Sciences, and Professions, during 
Karch of 19li9, sponsored a Cultural an^Sc^ntific Conference for World Peace in 
New York City. Los Angeles Informant fl^H^Jdvised that for a number of weeks 
i prior to that Conference, the Hollywoo^group had engaged extra office space and 

^ set up a separate staff to handle its plans to have the foreign delegates to the 

? New York Conference visit Hollywood after the New York Conference was completed. 

The informant advised that the plan3 of the Hollywood group were clo3ely 
I coordinated with the New York Headquarters. 

? Following the decision of the Department of State to forbid the 

> delegates from behind "The Iron Curtain" to tour the United States, the Hollywood 
; Council of the Arts, Sciences, and Professions was active in attempting to obtain 
% -individuals to send telegrams of protest to the State Department, and in this 

j connection put out a letter to its membership charging that the State Department 

\ was trying to obstruct the Cultural and Scientific Campaign for World Feace, and 

? urged that telegrams be sent to the State Department in an effort to obtain a 

i reversal of its decision. 

| On April °, 191*°, the Hollywood Cultural and Scientific Conference for 

3 '.Tor Id Peace, under the auspices of the Hollywood group, was held in the El Patio 

| Hi eater in Hollywood. This meeting was held although the scheduled foreign 

? delegates could not attend. The. Chairman of the meeting was Sam L'oore, and 

i among others identified as on" the stage at the meeting were Hollister Noble, 

i , Sam Albert, Gregory A in, Guy Endore, and Edward Biberman. All of these 

£ . 1 n dividual s have previously been identified as members of the Communist Party* 

Among the individuals who actively participated in this meeting were Gale Sonde rgaard 
(wife of Herbert Biberman); Herbert Biberman; Jay Leyde; John Howard Lawson; 
Paul Jarrico; Frank Eng, motion picture critic for the "Los Angeles Daily News"; 
I. F. Stone, columnist for the "New York Post"; and Carlton l!oss, Negro writer. 
All of the above individuals, with the exception of Eng, Stone, and I'osa, have been 
| identified as past or present meirbers of the Communist Party. TVlth reference to 

> Moss, while he is not definitely known to be a member of the Cormmist Party, he 

1 is a close associate of various individuals with known Communist Party affiliations. 
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Actors' Laboratory 



This organization conducted a theater and motion picture workshop 
training program and has been termed a Communist front by the Tenney Committee 
in California. Investigation of the group by this Bureau has also indicated 
that it has been completely under the control of the Communist Party since the 
tire of its inception. As indicative of the Communist control of the organization, 
the Chairman of the Board in December, 191*8, was Hioebe Brand, who has been 
identified as m member of the Communist Farty. The Executive Board of the 
Actors 1 Laboratory as of December, 1°U8, consisted of 3k members, of whom 27 
have been identified by confidently, informants as either past or present members 
of the Communist Party, *nd in addition, four other members have been identified 
as Communist suspects although no documentary evidence of membership is available. 

In addition, six members of the faculty of the Laboratory in December, 
l°ii8 t were known Communist Party members. 

The Actors' Laboratory conducts a workshop and theater wing for the 
purpose of training individuals in the theater, and its general purpose has been 
to provide the movie industry with movie talent. Numerous charges of Communist 
infiltration and control have been made by individuals who have been students at 
the school or associated therewith. These charges have indicated that those 
participating in the school have been subjected to Conjnunist doctrines while 
attending the Laboratory. 

Civil Rights Congress 

Investigation during the fall of l°!i8 indicated a definite and direct 
connection and association between the Civil Rights Congress and the cultural 
elements of the Communist Party in the Hollywood area. It is known that during 
the fall of 1°1*1 representatives of the Civil Rl^its Congress made numerous 
contacts in the Hollywood area in an effort to obtain substantial financing 
for the national organization, although such representatives did not believe 
that a chapter of the Civil Rights Congress could be established including 
"big names*. Following the activities of the Civil Rights Congress in raising 
funds for the indicted merbera of the National Board of the Communist Party, 
quotas for the raising of funds were assigned to various sections of the country 
and the Los Angeles quota was between $7, §00 and $10,000. 

Between September 21 and October 1, l°li6, Len Goldsmith, National 
Director of the Civil Rights Congress, was in the Los Angeles area, and a 
surveillance of his activities reflected that he met with local* Connunist Farty 
functionaries as well as key Communist Party figures in the Hollywood area. Among 
those contacted by Goldsmith in the Hollywood area were John Howard Lawson and 
Albert Valtz. In addition, Lawson was one of the main spe&ers at a Civil 
Rights Congress meeting in Los Angeles on October 9, 1°U8. 
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Los Angeles Informant ^^K^n December, 191*8, famished information 
indicating that Larson, William EWeraan, attorney, and Fred Steinmetz, also, 
an attorney, all three of whon are active in the affairs of the Hollywood Council 
of the Arts, Sciences, and Professions, were likewise members of the Board of 
Directors of the Civil Rights Congress. All three of these individuals have been 
identified as members of the Communist Party* 

On November 28, 151*8, Anne Shore, Executive Director of the Civil 

Arts, Sciences, and Professions, which telegram supported the stand of the 
"Hollywood Ten" and was critical of the House Ccosnittee on Un-American Activities* 

In November, l?li8, the Civil Rights Congress in Los Angeles distributed 
a circular entitled, "we Have Reached the Point in Anerica ".'ihere a Knock on 
Your Door in the Morning Can Lean Prison by nightfall", which was signed by 
3h individuals, including a number free the so-called Cultural Section of the 
Corrmunist Party in Hollywood, the motion picture industry, the Actors 1 Laboratory, 
and the Hollywood Council of tho Arts, Sciences, and Professions. Among the 
individuals signing this circular were Dr. Vurray Abowitz, Howard Koch, Gale 
Sondergaard, Albert l!altz, Guy Endore, Paul Jarrico, Charles J. Katz, Victor 
Kaplan, Fred Steinmetz, and Itichael Snider. Aitli the exception of Koch, all 
of the above individuals have been identified as past or present members of the 
Conaunist Party, and several of them are directly associated or employed in the 
motion picture Industry. 

Peoples 1 Educational Center 

-' ~ The Peoples ' Educational Center, which for several years was tho 
leading Communist-dominated school in the Hollywood area, ceased operation in 
April of l$hB r *- a n0 longer in operation in the Los Angeles area. 

California Labor School 

Following the closing of the Peoples 1 Educational Center as rentioned 
above, the California Labor School, with its headquarters in San Francisco, 
organized a Los Angeles Division of the California Labor School with offices 
in room 612, 112 West 9th Street, Los Angeles. The California Labor School 
was one of the organizations cited by the Attorney General as within the 
purview of Executive Order Ko, 9835* 




source of information for the Los Angeles Office who 

has p roven unreliable at times, reported that some of the physical facilities 
of the Peoples 1 Educational Center had been taken to the new offices of the Los 
Angeles Division of the California Labor School. It was also pointed out that 
son© of the so-called cultural individuals formerly associated with the Peoples' 
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Educational Center became associated with the Los Angeles Division of the . „ 
California Labor School* including Dr. Hurray Abowitz, Herbert Biberaan, 
Sanford Goldner, John Howard Law son, Earl Robinson, and Lory Titeljnan. AH 
of the above have been identified as past or present members of the Communist * 
Party, 

Among classes scheduled to be taught at the California Labor School 
during Its fall session which began on October 11, l°hfl» were certain courses 
dealing with the movie Industry, including courses on the fundamentals of Acting 
and Advanced Acting, and a course on Film Appreciation. 

Lawson and Bibennan, as well as music composer Earl Robinson, have 
participated in meetings sponsored by the California Labor School. 

7.1th reference to the Communist character o^^^jj^cs Angeles Division 
of the California Labor School, Los Angeles Informant ^Hon October Hi, l°li8, 
advised that the Aargon Club of the Cultural Section o^TBe Los Angeles County 
Communist Party had distributed literature at Communist meetings urging members 
to attend sessions of the school. 

Vp'ith regard to the following Committees, to which reference has been 
made in previous sections of this memorandum, to wits Freedom from Pear Committee 
and the Committee of 1,000, both are now defunct accord ng to information 
received in the fall of 19h&. These Committees generally carried on campaigns 
in behalf of the "Hollywood Ten", and ceased operation at the time the Hollywood 
.Council of the Art 5, Sciences, and Professions took over the campaign in behalf 
of these individuals. 
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